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Midnight Oil’s 1987 hit “Beds Are Burning” might be one of the most authentically Australian songs to become a worldwide hit. The song is up there with “Land Down Under” by Men At Work. But while the band never expected it to become such a massive hit, they always intended it to be unapologetically Australian. But that also meant making it
Australian from more than a colonialist perspective. The band, comprised of Peter Garrett (vocals, harmonica), Rob Hirst (drums), Jim Moginie (guitar, keyboard), and Martin Rotsey (guitar), wrote the song at the request of several Aboriginal Australians to commemorate a triumph for Australia’s native peoples. It would become one of the most
forceful rallying cries for native rights in the history of Australian music. It also became Midnight Oil’s most significant success and legacy. Diesel And Dust, the album on which it appeared, was voted No. 1 on the 2010 list of The 100 Best Australian Albums. It was also voted No. 3 on the list of Top 30 Australian Songs of The Past 75 Years by the
Australasian Performing Right Association.The members of Midnight Oil took the legacy of “Beds Are Burning” seriously. It has remained the soundtrack of their extensive advocacy and protesting activities, including further campaigning for the rights of indigenous Australians. Although the song was an international hit, not many people know the
meaning of “Beds Are Burning.” Moreover, most don’t know the story behind how a band of four white men from the city became the singers of this influential song. Read on to learn the fascinating history behind Midnight Oil’s “Beds Are Burning.”In 1985, Midnight Oil was becoming widely known throughout Australia. That year, the Australian
Government returned ownership of Uluru, formerly known as Ayers Rock, to the Pitjantjatjara people; it had been forcibly claimed by European settlers more than a hundred years earlier. The region later became a spot of native settlements, where Australian Aboriginal tribes were forced to live under colonial rule. However, the members of Midnight
Oil were surprised when several people approached them to ask if they would write a song about the event. Rob Hirst told Songwriting Magazine that they initially hesitated, thinking it would be more appropriate for a First Nations band to write the track. “They came back and said, “‘We want the message of the hand back to go to the big cities, and
that’s where Midnight Oil is from, so could you have a crack at it?’” said Hirst. “So Jim Moginie and I got to work.”For the title, Hirst reflected on an art exhibition about the battle between Italian fascists and partisans in the Second World War. “The guy who put the exhibition on explained to me that there was an expression from Italy about the
fightback from those partisans, ‘How could you sleep when beds are burning?’” Hirst said. “I thought we could write a song about the same idea of an ancient Australian community who had so much thrown at it but was still joyfully dancing in the desert.”The phrase fueled the concept as the band members worked on the song. To research further,
they spent several months traveling through the Australian bush with a local guide. This helped them become familiar with the area and the aboriginal peoples about whom the song was written. “We got to see the best and the worst of the Australian desert in the 80s,” Hirst said. “There were a lot of negatives, but those were also some of the most
marvelous times we had together as a band, alongside the Warumpi Band, playing music under the stars to people whose ancestors had been there for up to 80,000 years.”Peter Garrett later said it was strange to think that a song written about unknown regions of Australia was now being played worldwide. The lyrics detail places and people hardly
known outside the country, one of many reasons that “Beds Are Burning” became known as a uniquely Australian song. This was intentional for the band, who were determined to keep their “Australianness” in their music. It was another goal behind their long desert tour, crafting lyrics uniquely about the people and the region. Four wheels scare the
cockatoosFrom Kintore east to YuendemuThe Western Desert lives and breathesIn forty-five degreesKintore is a region in Australia’s Northern Territory; it is known for being where large communities of the Pintupi relocated after being displaced. Yuendemu is another region that also has a large native population. The mentioning of these places —
one with a European name, the other with an Aboriginal name — ties into the repeated chorus of It belongs to them, let’s give it back. The song also references other unique features of the Australian Outback, including bloodwood, desert oak trees, and the Broken River. “In retrospect, ‘Beds’ was the song we were born to record,” Vocalist Pete
Garrett told News. “It’s got all the bits to make it work: strong rhythms, good melody, and the lyrics had some punch while being very Aussie. It took a while to stick. It’s incredible how much it still gets played around the place. Who would have thought an Aboriginal land rights song would travel that far?”Midnight Oil continued to use the song to
protest issues around Australia for many years. “Beds Are Burning” peaked at No. 17 on the Billboard Hot 100 and topped charts worldwide. The Rock n” Roll Hall of Fame included it on its list of 500 Songs That Shaped Rock And Roll. It is an unexpected legacy — but one that the members of Midnight Oil seem honored to have.Photo by Steve
Eichner/Wirelmage Midnight Oil’s “Beds Are Burning” is a song which we can safely say first and foremost is encouraging social activism. More specifically, it is brought to us by an Australian band, and its sentimental foundation is in the plight of the people who are indigenous to that part of world. You see like many other native groups around the
globe, Australian aborigines have suffered at the hands of European settlers. This includes being displaced from their lands, amongst other travesties. Thus many of the lyrics used in this song, such as Midnight Oil calling on to the audience “to pay the rent”, actually points to the idea of the White population of Australia giving back, if you will, to the
aborigines. In other words, aboriginal activists have perpetually fought for rights such as economic independence and self-determination, and they have found vocal supporters in Midnight Oil. As such, most people probably understand the title, as it is used in the chorus, to actually mean something other than what it does. They interpret it as alluding
to the callousness of the dominant class (i.e. those of European descent) in the face of the suffering of aborigines. But according to Rob Hirst (of Midnight Oil), who contributed to the writing of “Beds Are Burning”, such is not actually the case. “How can we dance when our earth is turning?How do we sleep while our beds are burning?” According to
Hirst, the title is actually meant to highlight the richness of the aboriginal spirit. It is basically trying to say that despite all of the challenges which have thus far been thrown their way, nothing has been able to decimate their happiness. As such, even while their “earth is turning” or “beds are burning”, they are still able to respectively engage in
productive or even joyous activities such as ‘dancing’ and ‘sleeping’. So the purpose of this track is twofold. On one hand, it is definitely letting Australian citizens who have directly benefited from the mistreatment of the land’s native inhabitants know that they are logically indebted to the welfare of the aborigines. But secondly it is also a celebration
of the enduring spirit of the latter. The band pays tribute to them for not letting such intrusive and harrowing circumstances destroy them. “Beds Are Burning” was released during August of 1986. It was the second single from Midnight Oil’s album entitled “Diesel and Dust”. Throughout the years, “Beds Are Burning” has been recognized as Midnight
Oil’s signature song. Furthermore it has been placed onto a number of distinguished ‘greatest hits’ lists. Perhaps most notably amongst them is the “500 Songs That Shaped Rock and Roll”. That coveted list was compiled by the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. Moreover in 2001, the song was placed at number 3 on the list of the Top 30 Australian Songs
ever. This ranking was compiled by the Australasian Performing Rights Association based on the 75 years it had already been in existence up until that point. Indeed “Beds Are Burning” has been certified Platinum in the Land Down Under. In addition to that, it peaked at number 6 on the Kent Music Report and won two Australian Recording Industry
Association (ARIA) Awards in 1988. It won in the categories of Single of the Year and Song of the Year. This classic was performed by Midnight Oil at the 2000 Sydney Olympics. It was bit controversial since then-Prime Minister John Howard was apparently not sympathetic to the plight of indigenous Australians at all. But the band made it their goal
to put the message of the song across as plainly as possible. They didn’t care even though they well aware that the Prime Minister was holding a prominent place amongst the listening audience. Chart-wise, “Beds Are Burning” actually performed better in some other countries outside of Australia. For example, it topped music charts in Canada, New
Zealand and South Africa. Moreover “Beds Are Burning” peaked at number 6 on the UK Singles Chart. It reached number 17 on the Billboard Hot 100. A collective of international musicians, aided by the likes of international political icons Kofi Annan and Desmond Tutu, covered this song in 2009. However, that time around its intended purpose was
to focus on the issue of climate change. “Beds Are Burning” was written by Midnight Oil members P. Garrett, J. Moginie and R. Hirst. Hirst and Moginie in particular had been writing songs together ‘since they were schoolboys’. This probably contributed to the success of this track. And “Beds Are Burning” was produced by Warne Livesey. This is a
political song about giving native Australian lands back to the Pintupi, who were among the very last people to come in from the desert. These "last contact" people began moving from the Gibson Desert to settlements and missions in the 1930s. More were forcibly moved during the 1950s and 1960s to the Papunya settlement. In 1981 they left to
return to their own country and established the Kintore community which is nestled in the picturesque Kintore Ranges, surrounded by Mulga and Spinifex country. It is now a thriving little community with a population of about 400.Regarding the line, "From Kintore East to Yuendemu," Yuendemu is an aboriginal community in Central Australia, 250
Kilometers northwest of Alice Springs. >> Suggestion credit: Dave Malkoff - San Francisco, CA, for above 2 Midnight Oil performed this in front of a worldwide audience of billions, (including Prime Minister John Howard, who has claimed it as his favorite Midnight Oil song) at the closing ceremony of the 2000 Sydney Olympics. The whole band were
dressed in black, with the words "sorry" printed conspicuously on their clothes. This was a reference to the Prime Minister's refusal to apologize, on behalf of Australia, to the Aboriginal Australians for the way they have been treated over the last 200 years.Diesel and Dust is ranked the #1 Australian album of all time in Toby Creswell, Craig
Mathieson and John O'Donnell's book, The 100 Best Australian Albums, which was published in 2010. The runner-up is AC/DC's 1980 classic record Back in Black.In 2001 the Australasian Performing Right Association placed this at #3 (behind the Easybeats' "Friday On My Mind" and Daddy Cool's "Eagle Rock") on their list of the Top 30 Australian
Songs of the past 75 years. Midnight Oil frontman Peter Garrett spoke of the tune's enduring power."In retrospect it was the song we were born to record. It's got all the bits to make it work, strong rhythms, good melody and the lyrics had some punch, while being very Aussie," he explained. "It took a while to stick. It's incredible how much it still
gets played around the place... Who would have thought an Aboriginal land rights song would travel that far?"This won Best Single and Best Song at the 1988 ARIA Awards (the album also won Best Cover Art). Gary Morris, the band's manager, accepted the prizes on behalf of the group and got into a tiff with Australian music journalist Molly
Meldrum when he declared he didn't like the evening's choice of presenters, particularly Bryan Ferry. Morris made a snide remark about Ferry's stylishly wrinkled suit, causing Meldrum to leap to the Roxy Music leader's defense. Morris later explained the problem was that Ferry was a Brit presenting an Australian award: "I had an attitude about
bringing over offshore artists to present at a local awards."This was featured in the 2007 drama The Kite Runner, starring Khalid Abdalla and Ahmad Khan Mahmoodzada. It was also used in the 1988 TV movie LadyKillers, starring Marilu Henner, and the animated comedy American Dad! in the 2013 episode "The Full Cognitive Redaction of Avery
Bullock by the Coward Stan Smith." “Beds are burning” by Midnight Oil is a political song which raises the issue of aboriginal land rights. Peter Garret, lead singer of Midnight Oil and political activist, sings the “Beds are burning” in such a way, so that connects with fellow Australians. To engage the audience, Garret uses a considerable number of
metaphors, sings with a slightly frustrated tone, and performs abstract (to say the least) dance moves. He uses this frustrated tone to evoke frustrated emotions within the audience in the hope that they too will become frustrated at the unjust displacement of Australian aboriginals after white settlement. Out where the river broke The bloodwood
and the desert oak Holden wrecks and boiling diesels Steam in forty five degrees The first verse is setting the visual scene for the song, the scene being a typical Australian outback scene. The inclusion of Australian references (“Holden wrecks”, “desert oak”) draws attention from the Australian audience. The time has come To say fair’s fair To pay
the rent To pay our share The time has come A fact’s a fact It belongs to them Let’s give it back In the second verse there is an immediate sense of injustice, the sentences are short, and to the point. “The time has come” inclining that action is required immediately. “To say fairs fair” to admit that the displacement of Australian aboriginals is unjust.
“To pay the rent” Australian society needs to accept the fact that Australian aboriginals are the original owners of this land, and we are not respecting their rights. How can we dance When our earth is turning How do we sleep While our beds are burning How can we dance When our earth is turning How do we sleep While our beds are burning The
use of metaphors is strong in the chorus, and the song as a whole. The metaphor “How can we dance when our earth is turning?” is implying how can we enjoy our life when the earth is changing so rapidly. “How can we sleep when our beds are burning?” this metaphorically suggest that we are able to sleep and ignore our problems when there is a
major issue affecting ourselves personally and society as a whole. The time has come To say fair’s fair To pay the rent Now to pay our share Compared to I was only 19, beds are burning includes more metaphors than straight down the line descriptive scenes, perhaps this is because it is more of a political song, and the issue of aboriginal land rights
is more of a subjective issue for Australian society generally compared to the Vietnam war. Four wheels scare the cockatoos From Kintore East to Yuendemu The western desert lives and breathes In forty five degrees This verse not only brings up aboriginal place names, “Kintore East to Yuendemu”, but as the verse is less metaphorical, gives the
audience time to mentally digest the complex metaphors mentioned previously. The mention of the iconic Australian cockatoo bird reinforces the geographical referance The time has come To say fair’s fair To pay the rent To pay our share The time has come A fact’s a fact It belongs to them Let’s give it back The repetition of verses is a common
technique in this song, perhaps Garret is able to repeat his verses so often in this song because he is trying to communicate in a simple way to the audience. How can we dance When our earth is turning How do we sleep While our beds are burning How can we dance When our earth is turning How do we sleep While our beds are burning This verse
is repeated heavily throughout the song, the repetition increases its emphasis, and also gives the audience time to understand the metaphor. Understated metaphors are very typical of Australian outback songs, and their recognition helps Australian readers relate to the subject matter or ideas. The time has come To say fair’s fair To pay the rent now
To pay our share The time has come A fact’s a fact It belongs to them We’re gonna give it back “a facts a fact”, “we’re gonna give it back” these short sentences seem more of an order rather than a suggestion, making it evident that Garret is desperate for change, to further this point, the song and this verse in particular is sung in a demanding tone.
How can we dance When our earth is turning How do we sleep While our beds are burning The song finishes on this verse to further solidify the metaphor in the audience. The constant repetition of the three key metaphors of the dancing natives, the turning earth, and the burning beds, help us as listeners to identify with the loss of a significant part
of our national heritage. There is a sense of loss particularly reflected in the burning beds which captures the attention of people who haven’t thought about these ideas before, in a similar way to the personal lament captured in “I was only 19”. Midnight Oil’s “Beds Are Burning” is a song which we can safely say first and foremost is encouraging
social activism. More specifically, it is brought to us by an Australian band, and its sentimental foundation is in the plight of the people who are indigenous to that part of world. You see like many other native groups around the globe, Australian aborigines have suffered at the hands of European settlers. This includes being displaced from their lands,
amongst other travesties. Thus many of the lyrics used in this song, such as Midnight Oil calling on to the audience “to pay the rent”, actually points to the idea of the White population of Australia giving back, if you will, to the aborigines. In other words, aboriginal activists have perpetually fought for rights such as economic independence and self-
determination, and they have found vocal supporters in Midnight Oil. As such, most people probably understand the title, as it is used in the chorus, to actually mean something other than what it does. They interpret it as alluding to the callousness of the dominant class (i.e. those of European descent) in the face of the suffering of

aborigines. But according to Rob Hirst (of Midnight Oil), who contributed to the writing of “Beds Are Burning”, such is not actually the case. “How can we dance when our earth is turning?How do we sleep while our beds are burning?” According to Hirst, the title is actually meant to highlight the richness of the aboriginal spirit. It is basically trying
to say that despite all of the challenges which have thus far been thrown their way, nothing has been able to decimate their happiness. As such, even while their “earth is turning” or “beds are burning”, they are still able to respectively engage in productive or even joyous activities such as ‘dancing’ and ‘sleeping’. So the purpose of this track is
twofold. On one hand, it is definitely letting Australian citizens who have directly benefited from the mistreatment of the land’s native inhabitants know that they are logically indebted to the welfare of the aborigines. But secondly it is also a celebration of the enduring spirit of the latter. The band pays tribute to them for not letting such intrusive and
harrowing circumstances destroy them. “Beds Are Burning” was released during August of 1986. It was the second single from Midnight Oil’s album entitled “Diesel and Dust”. Throughout the years, “Beds Are Burning” has been recognized as Midnight Oil’s signature song. Furthermore it has been placed onto a number of distinguished ‘greatest
hits’ lists. Perhaps most notably amongst them is the “500 Songs That Shaped Rock and Roll”. That coveted list was compiled by the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. Moreover in 2001, the song was placed at number 3 on the list of the Top 30 Australian Songs ever. This ranking was compiled by the Australasian Performing Rights Association based on
the 75 years it had already been in existence up until that point. Indeed “Beds Are Burning” has been certified Platinum in the Land Down Under. In addition to that, it peaked at number 6 on the Kent Music Report and won two Australian Recording Industry Association (ARIA) Awards in 1988. It won in the categories of Single of the Year and Song of
the Year. This classic was performed by Midnight Oil at the 2000 Sydney Olympics. It was bit controversial since then-Prime Minister John Howard was apparently not sympathetic to the plight of indigenous Australians at all. But the band made it their goal to put the message of the song across as plainly as possible. They didn’t care even though they
well aware that the Prime Minister was holding a prominent place amongst the listening audience. Chart-wise, “Beds Are Burning” actually performed better in some other countries outside of Australia. For example, it topped music charts in Canada, New Zealand and South Africa. Moreover “Beds Are Burning” peaked at number 6 on the UK Singles
Chart. It reached number 17 on the Billboard Hot 100. A collective of international musicians, aided by the likes of international political icons Kofi Annan and Desmond Tutu, covered this song in 2009. However, that time around its intended purpose was to focus on the issue of climate change. “Beds Are Burning” was written by Midnight Oil
members P. Garrett, J. Moginie and R. Hirst. Hirst and Moginie in particular had been writing songs together ‘since they were schoolboys’. This probably contributed to the success of this track. And “Beds Are Burning” was produced by Warne Livesey. Midnight Oil’s “Beds Are Burning” is a song which we can safely say first and foremost is
encouraging social activism. More specifically, it is brought to us by an Australian band, and its sentimental foundation is in the plight of the people who are indigenous to that part of world. You see like many other native groups around the globe, Australian aborigines have suffered at the hands of European settlers. This includes being displaced
from their lands, amongst other travesties. Thus many of the lyrics used in this song, such as Midnight Oil calling on to the audience “to pay the rent”, actually points to the idea of the White population of Australia giving back, if you will, to the aborigines. In other words, aboriginal activists have perpetually fought for rights such as economic
independence and self-determination, and they have found vocal supporters in Midnight Oil. As such, most people probably understand the title, as it is used in the chorus, to actually mean something other than what it does. They interpret it as alluding to the callousness of the dominant class (i.e. those of European descent) in the face of the suffering
of aborigines. But according to Rob Hirst (of Midnight Oil), who contributed to the writing of “Beds Are Burning”, such is not actually the case. “How can we dance when our earth is turning?How do we sleep while our beds are burning?” According to Hirst, the title is actually meant to highlight the richness of the aboriginal spirit. It is basically
trying to say that despite all of the challenges which have thus far been thrown their way, nothing has been able to decimate their happiness. As such, even while their “earth is turning” or “beds are burning”, they are still able to respectively engage in productive or even joyous activities such as ‘dancing’ and ‘sleeping’. So the purpose of this track is
twofold. On one hand, it is definitely letting Australian citizens who have directly benefited from the mistreatment of the land’s native inhabitants know that they are logically indebted to the welfare of the aborigines. But secondly it is also a celebration of the enduring spirit of the latter. The band pays tribute to them for not letting such intrusive and
harrowing circumstances destroy them. “Beds Are Burning” was released during August of 1986. It was the second single from Midnight Oil’s album entitled “Diesel and Dust”. Throughout the years, “Beds Are Burning” has been recognized as Midnight Oil’s signature song. Furthermore it has been placed onto a number of distinguished ‘greatest
hits’ lists. Perhaps most notably amongst them is the “500 Songs That Shaped Rock and Roll”. That coveted list was compiled by the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. Moreover in 2001, the song was placed at number 3 on the list of the Top 30 Australian Songs ever. This ranking was compiled by the Australasian Performing Rights Association based on
the 75 years it had already been in existence up until that point. Indeed “Beds Are Burning” has been certified Platinum in the Land Down Under. In addition to that, it peaked at number 6 on the Kent Music Report and won two Australian Recording Industry Association (ARIA) Awards in 1988. It won in the categories of Single of the Year and Song of
the Year. This classic was performed by Midnight Oil at the 2000 Sydney Olympics. It was bit controversial since then-Prime Minister John Howard was apparently not sympathetic to the plight of indigenous Australians at all. But the band made it their goal to put the message of the song across as plainly as possible. They didn’t care even though they
well aware that the Prime Minister was holding a prominent place amongst the listening audience. Chart-wise, “Beds Are Burning” actually performed better in some other countries outside of Australia. For example, it topped music charts in Canada, New Zealand and South Africa. Moreover “Beds Are Burning” peaked at number 6 on the UK Singles
Chart. It reached number 17 on the Billboard Hot 100. A collective of international musicians, aided by the likes of international political icons Kofi Annan and Desmond Tutu, covered this song in 2009. However, that time around its intended purpose was to focus on the issue of climate change. “Beds Are Burning” was written by Midnight Oil
members P. Garrett, J. Moginie and R. Hirst. Hirst and Moginie in particular had been writing songs together ‘since they were schoolboys’. This probably contributed to the success of this track. And “Beds Are Burning” was produced by Warne Livesey. Beds Are BurningMidnight OilOut where the river brokeThe bloodwood and the desert oakHolden
wrecks and boiling dieselsSteam in forty five degreesThe time has comeTo say fair's fairTo pay the rentTo pay our shareThe time has comeA fact's a factIt belongs to themLet's give it backHow can we dance when our earth is turningHow do we sleep while our beds are burningFour wheels scare the cockatoosFrom Kintore East to YuendemuThe
western desert lives and breathesIn forty five degrees anonymous Oct 3rd 2022 !O Yes, we have a serious problem with lunacy in this world. Right now, I am being stalked and assaulted on a daily basis by an obsessive ex who is connected with the media, a looney corporation connected to the media, a certain ex-leader (who lost an election badly),
and another leader. They make my pet urinate on the carpet, keep me up all night with nose snorting, and put my body to the heat. Then they place Progressive ads on my internet pages telling me to "prove it". I've never seen such a group of deranged maniacs in all of my life. Midnight Oil’s “Beds Are Burning” is a song which we can safely say first
and foremost is encouraging social activism. More specifically, it is brought to us by an Australian band, and its sentimental foundation is in the plight of the people who are indigenous to that part of world. You see like many other native groups around the globe, Australian aborigines have suffered at the hands of European settlers. This includes
being displaced from their lands, amongst other travesties. Thus many of the lyrics used in this song, such as Midnight Oil calling on to the audience “to pay the rent”, actually points to the idea of the White population of Australia giving back, if you will, to the aborigines. In other words, aboriginal activists have perpetually fought for rights such as
economic independence and self-determination, and they have found vocal supporters in Midnight Oil. As such, most people probably understand the title, as it is used in the chorus, to actually mean something other than what it does. They interpret it as alluding to the callousness of the dominant class (i.e. those of European descent) in the face of
the suffering of aborigines. But according to Rob Hirst (of Midnight Oil), who contributed to the writing of “Beds Are Burning”, such is not actually the case. “How can we dance when our earth is turning?How do we sleep while our beds are burning?” According to Hirst, the title is actually meant to highlight the richness of the aboriginal spirit. It is
basically trying to say that despite all of the challenges which have thus far been thrown their way, nothing has been able to decimate their happiness. As such, even while their “earth is turning” or “beds are burning”, they are still able to respectively engage in productive or even joyous activities such as ‘dancing’ and ‘sleeping’. So the purpose of
this track is twofold. On one hand, it is definitely letting Australian citizens who have directly benefited from the mistreatment of the land’s native inhabitants know that they are logically indebted to the welfare of the aborigines. But secondly it is also a celebration of the enduring spirit of the latter. The band pays tribute to them for not letting such
intrusive and harrowing circumstances destroy them. “Beds Are Burning” was released during August of 1986. It was the second single from Midnight Oil’s album entitled “Diesel and Dust”. Throughout the years, “Beds Are Burning” has been recognized as Midnight Oil’s signature song. Furthermore it has been placed onto a number of distinguished
‘greatest hits’ lists. Perhaps most notably amongst them is the “500 Songs That Shaped Rock and Roll”. That coveted list was compiled by the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. Moreover in 2001, the song was placed at number 3 on the list of the Top 30 Australian Songs ever. This ranking was compiled by the Australasian Performing Rights Association
based on the 75 years it had already been in existence up until that point. Indeed “Beds Are Burning” has been certified Platinum in the Land Down Under. In addition to that, it peaked at number 6 on the Kent Music Report and won two Australian Recording Industry Association (ARIA) Awards in 1988. It won in the categories of Single of the Year
and Song of the Year. This classic was performed by Midnight Oil at the 2000 Sydney Olympics. It was bit controversial since then-Prime Minister John Howard was apparently not sympathetic to the plight of indigenous Australians at all. But the band made it their goal to put the message of the song across as plainly as possible. They didn’t care even
though they well aware that the Prime Minister was holding a prominent place amongst the listening audience. Chart-wise, “Beds Are Burning” actually performed better in some other countries outside of Australia. For example, it topped music charts in Canada, New Zealand and South Africa. Moreover “Beds Are Burning” peaked at number 6 on
the UK Singles Chart. It reached number 17 on the Billboard Hot 100. A collective of international musicians, aided by the likes of international political icons Kofi Annan and Desmond Tutu, covered this song in 2009. However, that time around its intended purpose was to focus on the issue of climate change. “Beds Are Burning” was written by
Midnight Oil members P. Garrett, J. Moginie and R. Hirst. Hirst and Moginie in particular had been writing songs together ‘since they were schoolboys’. This probably contributed to the success of this track. And “Beds Are Burning” was produced by Warne Livesey. By Oliver Tearle Few phrases have aged more quickly or more badly in the last decade
or so than ‘social justice’, but back in 1987, before it was co-opted by shouty people with cartoon avatars on social media, those two words still meant something. And ‘Beds Are Burning’, by the Australian band Midnight Oil, is a social-justice song that means something, too. This is a song with a message to impart, and one of the reasons the message
has endured is that Peter Garrett and his band understood that, when it comes to writing political music, the music must come first. This song, famously, is about giving back a part of Australia to Aboriginal peoples who have lived on that land for millennia. When Midnight Oil toured through the Outback in 1986, they played to remote Aboriginal
communities and observed the poor living conditions up close. The land ‘belongs’ to the Aboriginal peoples who had been displaced, and Australia should ‘give it back’ to them. This is a peculiarly Australian song, about Australian issues, that has nevertheless travelled all over the world, and travelled well. Although the song’s lyrics refer to very
specific locales in the band’s homeland such as Kintore, Yuendemu, and the Western Desert, the song’s punchy chorus - not just ‘catchy’ but rather so infectious you’d be advised to take a course of antibiotics after listening to it - ensured that it went on to be a global hit. Another factor probably helped the song to become internationally known and
loved. The image of beds ‘burning’ suggested the other issue (I won’t say ‘burning’ issue: oh, too late) which the song engages with: climate change and environmental causes. The reference to forty-five-degree temperatures gives a nod to this, but the lyrics’ repeated allusions to ‘renting’ land that we must, or should, give back also chime with the
rallying cry of environmentalists: that we don’t own the land but merely rent it, caretaking it for our children until the time comes to pass it on to them (and their children). Of course, there’s also a pleasing summoning of the phrase ‘you’ve made your bed, now you lie in it’; and who wants to lie in a bed that’s on fire? Even in autumn I get hot enough
if I don’t have the bloody window open at night, and I live in bloody England, for goodness’ sake. So if we have made our beds by despoiling Mother Earth, now (the song seems to say) we must lie in them; but there’s also a note of hope in the chorus’s use of questions (inviting a response) and the ‘time has come’ urgency which suggests there is still
time to act on these injustices. Which is more than you can say for the climate millenarians who are periodically wheeled out by audience-and-ambulance-chasing media organisations as soon as the temperature passes twenty-five degrees every April. The video, fittingly enough, features the band recreating their tour that inspired the song, along with
footage of them singing it among the very communities it speaks up for (although with its clear blue skies and radiant sunshine, it does have the unintended effect of making the Outback look like a rather pleasant place to go for a two-week holiday). So ‘Beds Are Burning’ is that rare thing: an optimistic pessimist’s song, urging us to do the right thing.
But its upbeat and catchy chorus saves it from the charge of moral posturing or hectoring the audience. Audiences have taken the song to their hearts, even if not every listener has necessarily taken its message to heart. The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame has named it one of the 500 Songs That Shaped Rock and Roll. And you can’t argue with that,
because a fact’s a fact. Subscribe to get the latest posts sent to your email. Midnight Oil’s “Beds Are Burning” is a song which we can safely say first and foremost is encouraging social activism. More specifically, it is brought to us by an Australian band, and its sentimental foundation is in the plight of the people who are indigenous to that part of
world. You see like many other native groups around the globe, Australian aborigines have suffered at the hands of European settlers. This includes being displaced from their lands, amongst other travesties. Thus many of the lyrics used in this song, such as Midnight Oil calling on to the audience “to pay the rent”, actually points to the idea of the
White population of Australia giving back, if you will, to the aborigines. In other words, aboriginal activists have perpetually fought for rights such as economic independence and self-determination, and they have found vocal supporters in Midnight Oil. As such, most people probably understand the title, as it is used in the chorus, to actually mean
something other than what it does. They interpret it as alluding to the callousness of the dominant class (i.e. those of European descent) in the face of the suffering of aborigines. But according to Rob Hirst (of Midnight Oil), who contributed to the writing of “Beds Are Burning”, such is not actually the case. “How can we dance when our earth is
turning?How do we sleep while our beds are burning?” According to Hirst, the title is actually meant to highlight the richness of the aboriginal spirit. It is basically trying to say that despite all of the challenges which have thus far been thrown their way, nothing has been able to decimate their happiness. As such, even while their “earth is turning” or
“beds are burning”, they are still able to respectively engage in productive or even joyous activities such as ‘dancing’ and ‘sleeping’. So the purpose of this track is twofold. On one hand, it is definitely letting Australian citizens who have directly benefited from the mistreatment of the land’s native inhabitants know that they are logically indebted to
the welfare of the aborigines. But secondly it is also a celebration of the enduring spirit of the latter. The band pays tribute to them for not letting such intrusive and harrowing circumstances destroy them. “Beds Are Burning” was released during August of 1986. It was the second single from Midnight Oil’s album entitled “Diesel and Dust”.
Throughout the years, “Beds Are Burning” has been recognized as Midnight Oil’s signature song. Furthermore it has been placed onto a number of distinguished ‘greatest hits’ lists. Perhaps most notably amongst them is the “500 Songs That Shaped Rock and Roll”. That coveted list was compiled by the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. Moreover in 2001,
the song was placed at number 3 on the list of the Top 30 Australian Songs ever. This ranking was compiled by the Australasian Performing Rights Association based on the 75 years it had already been in existence up until that point. Indeed “Beds Are Burning” has been certified Platinum in the Land Down Under. In addition to that, it peaked at
number 6 on the Kent Music Report and won two Australian Recording Industry Association (ARIA) Awards in 1988. It won in the categories of Single of the Year and Song of the Year. This classic was performed by Midnight Oil at the 2000 Sydney Olympics. It was bit controversial since then-Prime Minister John Howard was apparently not
sympathetic to the plight of indigenous Australians at all. But the band made it their goal to put the message of the song across as plainly as possible. They didn’t care even though they well aware that the Prime Minister was holding a prominent place amongst the listening audience. Chart-wise, “Beds Are Burning” actually performed better in some
other countries outside of Australia. For example, it topped music charts in Canada, New Zealand and South Africa. Moreover “Beds Are Burning” peaked at number 6 on the UK Singles Chart. It reached number 17 on the Billboard Hot 100. A collective of international musicians, aided by the likes of international political icons Kofi Annan and
Desmond Tutu, covered this song in 2009. However, that time around its intended purpose was to focus on the issue of climate change. “Beds Are Burning” was written by Midnight Oil members P. Garrett, J. Moginie and R. Hirst. Hirst and Moginie in particular had been writing songs together ‘since they were schoolboys’. This probably contributed
to the success of this track. And “Beds Are Burning” was produced by Warne Livesey. by SMF Al - Published January 15, 2024 - Updated April 25, 2024 Article Contents: Lyrics Out where the river brokeThe bloodwood and the desert oakHolden wrecks and boiling dieselsSteam at forty-five degrees The time has come to say “Fair’s fair”To pay the rent,
to pay our shareThe time has come, a fact’s a factlt belongs to them, let’s give it back How can we dance when our earth is turning?How do we sleep while our beds are burning?How can we dance when our earth is turning?How do we sleep while our beds are burning? The time has come to say “Fair’s fair"To pay the rent now, to pay our share Four
wheels scare the cockatoosFrom Kintore, east to YuendemuThe Western Desert lives and breathesIn forty-five degrees The time has come to say “Fair’s fair”To pay the rent, to pay our shareThe time has come, a fact’s a factlt belongs to them, let’s give it back How can we dance when our earth is turning?How do we sleep while our beds are burning?
How can we dance when our earth is turning?How do we sleep while our beds are burning? The time has come to say “Fair’s fair"To pay the rent now, to pay our shareThe time has come, a fact’s a factlt belongs to them, we’re gonna give it back How can we dance when our earth is turning?How do we sleep while our beds are burning? Full Lyrics In
an era where music transcends mere entertainment to become a vessel for powerful social and political commentary, Midnight Oil’s ‘Beds Are Burning’ emerges as a testament to this transformative power. Beyond its infectious beat and rousing vocals lies a profound narrative that demands attention—not just a toe-tapping tune but a clarion call to
action. Diving deep into the layers of urgency and emotive storytelling, ‘Beds Are Burning’ carries a message that resonates as strongly today as it did when it first pulsated through the airwaves. This song is not merely a lyrical journey but an impassioned plea for equity and justice wrapped in a rock anthem'’s guise. The Pulse of Political Activism in
Music Music has always had the avowed power to address issues that are otherwise often left in the dim corners of discussion. ‘Beds Are Burning’ becomes a specimen of Midnight Oil’s staunch activism through their discography. The heartbeat of the drum and the fervor in the voice of lead singer Peter Garrett are not just for rhythm but reverberate
with the vibration of change. The band uses its platform to spotlight a political struggle that, at the time, was overshadowed by the clamor of more ‘global’ issues. This song reiterates that the universal language of music can stir souls and awaken social consciousness, regardless of borders or ethnicities. A Spotlight on the Stolen Generations While
many listeners may find themselves lost in the compelling beats, ‘Beds Are Burning’ is deeply rooted in Australia’s history, specifically referencing the plight of the Pintupi, an Indigenous Australian group. The song encapsulates a moment of reckoning for a country confronting its own history of oppression and the enforced displacement of its
Indigenous peoples. Midnight Oil succeeds in painting a vivid picture of a landscape both brutal and beautiful, juxtaposing the Australian desert’s harsh reality against the enduring spirit of its native inhabitants. The lyrics are a poignant reminder that the land ‘belongs to them,” making a compelling argument for Indigenous land rights and autonomy.
Unearthing the Song’s Hidden Meaning Although the chorus questions how we can dance and sleep amid crisis, the hidden message in ‘Beds Are Burning’ runs deeper. This is not just a commentary on political inertia; it’s a mosaic of guilt, accountability, and redemption. The fiery beds become a metaphor for a conscience that cannot rest, an
environment that cannot heal, and a culture that cannot celebrate while injustice endures. By extrapolating this song’s hidden meaning, one finds a universal applicability that speaks to broader issues of human rights and environmental crises. It urges an awakening, not through fear but through the realization of complicity in maintaining the status
quo. Lyrics That Echo Through Time Some of the most memorable lines of ‘Beds Are Burning’ are the repeated questioning of our ability to ‘dance’ and ‘sleep’ while ignoring the looming crises. These lyrics resonate beyond the initial environmental and political context, almost prophetically echoing today’s challenges with climate change and social
justice movements. The song captures the essence of time’s essence in activism — ‘The time has come to say fair’s fair.’ It is a timeless refrain that urges immediate action and shared responsibility, a call to acknowledge the debt owed to those who have been wronged and to rectify past and present injustices. Impact and Legacy: Beds Still Burning
Today More than three decades have passed since ‘Beds Are Burning’ first called on listeners to take responsibility for the socio-political issues at hand. The song remains a resonant force, signifying the unyielding power of music to inspire change and hold a mirror up to society’s shortcomings. Midnight Oil has succeeded in crafting a song that is
both an earworm and a catalyst. ‘Beds Are Burning’ is firmly nestled in the canon of protest songs that have spurred both thought and action, proving that a song can indeed awaken the world, aligning heartbeats across the globe towards a common cause. Midnight Oil’s “Beds Are Burning” is a song which we can safely say first and foremost is
encouraging social activism. More specifically, it is brought to us by an Australian band, and its sentimental foundation is in the plight of the people who are indigenous to that part of world. You see like many other native groups around the globe, Australian aborigines have suffered at the hands of European settlers. This includes being displaced
from their lands, amongst other travesties. Thus many of the lyrics used in this song, such as Midnight Oil calling on to the audience “to pay the rent”, actually points to the idea of the White population of Australia giving back, if you will, to the aborigines. In other words, aboriginal activists have perpetually fought for rights such as economic
independence and self-determination, and they have found vocal supporters in Midnight Oil. As such, most people probably understand the title, as it is used in the chorus, to actually mean something other than what it does. They interpret it as alluding to the callousness of the dominant class (i.e. those of European descent) in the face of the suffering
of aborigines. But according to Rob Hirst (of Midnight Oil), who contributed to the writing of “Beds Are Burning”, such is not actually the case. “How can we dance when our earth is turning?How do we sleep while our beds are burning?” According to Hirst, the title is actually meant to highlight the richness of the aboriginal spirit. It is basically
trying to say that despite all of the challenges which have thus far been thrown their way, nothing has been able to decimate their happiness. As such, even while their “earth is turning” or “beds are burning”, they are still able to respectively engage in productive or even joyous activities such as ‘dancing’ and ‘sleeping’. So the purpose of this track is
twofold. On one hand, it is definitely letting Australian citizens who have directly benefited from the mistreatment of the land’s native inhabitants know that they are logically indebted to the welfare of the aborigines. But secondly it is also a celebration of the enduring spirit of the latter. The band pays tribute to them for not letting such intrusive and
harrowing circumstances destroy them. “Beds Are Burning” was released during August of 1986. It was the second single from Midnight Oil’s album entitled “Diesel and Dust”. Throughout the years, “Beds Are Burning” has been recognized as Midnight Oil’s signature song. Furthermore it has been placed onto a number of distinguished ‘greatest
hits’ lists. Perhaps most notably amongst them is the “500 Songs That Shaped Rock and Roll”. That coveted list was compiled by the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. Moreover in 2001, the song was placed at number 3 on the list of the Top 30 Australian Songs ever. This ranking was compiled by the Australasian Performing Rights Association based on
the 75 years it had already been in existence up until that point. Indeed “Beds Are Burning” has been certified Platinum in the Land Down Under. In addition to that, it peaked at number 6 on the Kent Music Report and won two Australian Recording Industry Association (ARIA) Awards in 1988. It won in the categories of Single of the Year and Song of
the Year. This classic was performed by Midnight Oil at the 2000 Sydney Olympics. It was bit controversial since then-Prime Minister John Howard was apparently not sympathetic to the plight of indigenous Australians at all. But the band made it their goal to put the message of the song across as plainly as possible. They didn’t care even though they
well aware that the Prime Minister was holding a prominent place amongst the listening audience. Chart-wise, “Beds Are Burning” actually performed better in some other countries outside of Australia. For example, it topped music charts in Canada, New Zealand and South Africa. Moreover “Beds Are Burning” peaked at number 6 on the UK Singles
Chart. It reached number 17 on the Billboard Hot 100. A collective of international musicians, aided by the likes of international political icons Kofi Annan and Desmond Tutu, covered this song in 2009. However, that time around its intended purpose was to focus on the issue of climate change. “Beds Are Burning” was written by Midnight Oil
members P. Garrett, J. Moginie and R. Hirst. Hirst and Moginie in particular had been writing songs together ‘since they were schoolboys’. This probably contributed to the success of this track. And “Beds Are Burning” was produced by Warne Livesey. "I wrote the chorus before we went out into the desert and it was actually translated from Italian. I
had been to an art exhibition which featured the story of the fascists during the Second World War, Mussolini and the fightback from the partisans. The guy who put the exhibition on explained to me that there was an expression from Italy about the fightback from those partisans, ‘How could you sleep when beds are burning?’ and I thought we could
write a song about the same idea of an ancient Australian community who had so much thrown at it but was still joyfully dancing in the desert, singing their songs and pushing back against all the shocking things that had been visited upon them ever since Europeans had arrived in this country." - Peter Garrett "In retrospect '""Beds Are Burning' was
the song we were born to record. It's got all the bits to make it work, strong rhythms, good melody and the lyrics had some punch, while being very Aussie," he explained. "It took a while to stick. It's incredible how much it still gets played around the place... Who would have thought an Aboriginal land rights song would travel that far?" - Peter Garrett
by SMF Al - Published January 15, 2024 - Updated April 25, 2024 Article Contents: Lyrics Out where the river brokeThe bloodwood and the desert oakHolden wrecks and boiling dieselsSteam at forty-five degrees The time has come to say “Fair’s fair”To pay the rent, to pay our shareThe time has come, a fact’s a factlt belongs to them, let’s give it back
How can we dance when our earth is turning?How do we sleep while our beds are burning?How can we dance when our earth is turning?How do we sleep while our beds are burning? The time has come to say “Fair’s fair”"To pay the rent now, to pay our share Four wheels scare the cockatoosFrom Kintore, east to YuendemuThe Western Desert lives
and breathesIn forty-five degrees The time has come to say “Fair’s fair"To pay the rent, to pay our shareThe time has come, a fact’s a factlt belongs to them, let’s give it back How can we dance when our earth is turning?How do we sleep while our beds are burning?How can we dance when our earth is turning?How do we sleep while our beds are
burning? The time has come to say “Fair’s fair”To pay the rent now, to pay our shareThe time has come, a fact’s a factlt belongs to them, we’re gonna give it back How can we dance when our earth is turning?How do we sleep while our beds are burning? Full Lyrics In an era where music transcends mere entertainment to become a vessel for
powerful social and political commentary, Midnight Oil’s ‘Beds Are Burning’ emerges as a testament to this transformative power. Beyond its infectious beat and rousing vocals lies a profound narrative that demands attention—not just a toe-tapping tune but a clarion call to action. Diving deep into the layers of urgency and emotive storytelling, ‘Beds
Are Burning’ carries a message that resonates as strongly today as it did when it first pulsated through the airwaves. This song is not merely a lyrical journey but an impassioned plea for equity and justice wrapped in a rock anthem’s guise. The Pulse of Political Activism in Music Music has always had the avowed power to address issues that are
otherwise often left in the dim corners of discussion. ‘Beds Are Burning’ becomes a specimen of Midnight Oil’s staunch activism through their discography. The heartbeat of the drum and the fervor in the voice of lead singer Peter Garrett are not just for rhythm but reverberate with the vibration of change. The band uses its platform to spotlight a
political struggle that, at the time, was overshadowed by the clamor of more ‘global’ issues. This song reiterates that the universal language of music can stir souls and awaken social consciousness, regardless of borders or ethnicities. A Spotlight on the Stolen Generations While many listeners may find themselves lost in the compelling beats, ‘Beds
Are Burning’ is deeply rooted in Australia’s history, specifically referencing the plight of the Pintupi, an Indigenous Australian group. The song encapsulates a moment of reckoning for a country confronting its own history of oppression and the enforced displacement of its Indigenous peoples. Midnight Oil succeeds in painting a vivid picture of a
landscape both brutal and beautiful, juxtaposing the Australian desert’s harsh reality against the enduring spirit of its native inhabitants. The lyrics are a poignant reminder that the land ‘belongs to them,” making a compelling argument for Indigenous land rights and autonomy. Unearthing the Song’s Hidden Meaning Although the chorus questions
how we can dance and sleep amid crisis, the hidden message in ‘Beds Are Burning’ runs deeper. This is not just a commentary on political inertia; it’s a mosaic of guilt, accountability, and redemption. The fiery beds become a metaphor for a conscience that cannot rest, an environment that cannot heal, and a culture that cannot celebrate while
injustice endures. By extrapolating this song’s hidden meaning, one finds a universal applicability that speaks to broader issues of human rights and environmental crises. It urges an awakening, not through fear but through the realization of complicity in maintaining the status quo. Lyrics That Echo Through Time Some of the most memorable lines of
‘Beds Are Burning’ are the repeated questioning of our ability to ‘dance’ and ‘sleep’ while ignoring the looming crises. These lyrics resonate beyond the initial environmental and political context, almost prophetically echoing today’s challenges with climate change and social justice movements. The song captures the essence of time’s essence in
activism — ‘The time has come to say fair’s fair.” It is a timeless refrain that urges immediate action and shared responsibility, a call to acknowledge the debt owed to those who have been wronged and to rectify past and present injustices. Impact and Legacy: Beds Still Burning Today More than three decades have passed since ‘Beds Are Burning’
first called on listeners to take responsibility for the socio-political issues at hand. The song remains a resonant force, signifying the unyielding power of music to inspire change and hold a mirror up to society’s shortcomings. Midnight Oil has succeeded in crafting a song that is both an earworm and a catalyst. ‘Beds Are Burning’ is firmly nestled in
the canon of protest songs that have spurred both thought and action, proving that a song can indeed awaken the world, aligning heartbeats across the globe towards a common cause. The lyrics of "Beds Are Burning" are a passionate call to action, highlighting the urgent need for change regarding the treatment of Aboriginal people in Australia. The
opening lines set a tone of urgency, suggesting that the time for complacency has passed. The metaphor of 'beds burning' symbolizes the dire situation that requires immediate attention and action. The repeated refrain emphasizes the necessity of awakening to the realities faced by Indigenous communities, urging listeners to recognize their
struggles and the historical injustices that have led to their current state. As the song progresses, it delves deeper into themes of displacement and the loss of land, which are central to the Aboriginal experience. The lyrics reflect a sense of frustration and anger towards the systemic neglect and oppression that Aboriginal people have endured. The
imagery used throughout the song paints a vivid picture of the cultural and spiritual disconnection that has resulted from colonization. The chorus serves as a rallying cry, calling for solidarity and support for Aboriginal rights. It emphasizes the need for a collective awakening, urging society to confront uncomfortable truths about its history and the
ongoing impact of colonialism. The use of a driving rhythm and anthemic melodies further amplifies the song's message, making it not just a protest song but also a unifying anthem for social justice. In the latter verses, the lyrics continue to challenge listeners to take responsibility for their actions and to advocate for change. The song's insistence on
the need for restitution and acknowledgment of past wrongs resonates with broader themes of reconciliation and healing. Midnight Oil's passionate delivery, combined with the song's infectious energy, creates a compelling argument for social change, making "Beds Are Burning" a timeless anthem for justice and equality. Diesel and Dust (2008
Remaster) Blue Sky Mining (Remastered) 10,9,8,7,6,5,4,3,2,1 (Remastered) Essential Oils (Remastered) Red Sails In the Sunset (Remastered)






