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Every	profession	or	group	has	its	own	language,	from	taxi	drivers	to	teenagers,	but	we	generally	associate	lawyers	with	confusing	terms	and	fancy	expressions.	Understanding	these	can	help	you	understand	courtroom	dramas	and,	more	importantly,	make	sure	you	use	the	right	terms	in	your	documents,	where	clarity	is	key,	and	mistakes	can	be
expensive.In	a	previous	article,	we	looked	at	five	commonly	misunderstood	legal	terms;	now,	let’s	follow	the	legal	process	to	look	at	some	common	words	and	phrases	and	what	they	mean.Not	to	be	confused	with	fun	times,	parties	is	the	term	used	for	the	people	directly	involved	in	a	legal	case,	whether	that’s	a	private	dispute,	a	contract,	or	a	criminal
case.	The	singular	is,	as	may	be	guessed,	party	and	comes	from	Latin	and	French	verbs	that	mean	“to	divide,”	so	we	can	think	of	them	as	divided	on	a	particular	issue.	The	same	would	go	for	political	parties.Most	legal	cases	and	contracts	have	two	sides,	even	if	there	are	several	people	on	one	or	both	sides.	Those	who	are	not	directly	involved	but	may
be	affected	by	a	transaction	or	case	are	called	third	parties.Knowing	what	these	words	mean	can	help	unscramble	those	legal	turns	of	phrase	so	beloved	by	the	Marx	Brothers:	“the	party	of	the	first	part…”One	party	can	do	certain	things	in	a	case	without	involving	or	even	giving	notice	to	the	other;	these	are	said	to	be	done	ex	parte.	This	is	one	of
several	Latin	terms	still	used	in	legal	writing	and	means	“on	or	from	one	side.”When	there’s	a	dispute	between	parties,	the	process	of	formally	resolving	it	through	the	courts	is	called	litigation,	which	comes	from	the	Latin	lītigāre,	which	means	“to	carry	on	a	lawsuit.”The	parties	to	litigation	become	collectively	known	as	litigants.Litigation	can	refer	to
any	type	of	legal	action	handled	through	the	courts,	from	private	disputes	to	criminal	trials,	but	some	terms	associated	with	it	are	commonly	confused,	like	complaint	and	lawsuit.The	suit	part	of	lawsuit	doesn’t	refer	to	what	the	lawyers	wear,	however	smart	the	protagonists	in	Suits	may	appear,	but	follows	a	well-trodden	Latin–French	route,	coming
from	sequere	and	suivre,	meaning	“to	follow.”	If	you	remember	that,	it	becomes	easy	to	see	that	a	lawsuit	is	the	process	that	follows	a	complaint.The	suit	part	of	lawsuit	does	not	refer	to	what	the	lawyers	wear,	no	matter	how	smart	the	characters	in	Suits	appear	to	be,	but	rather	follows	a	well-trodden	Latin–French	route,	coming	from	sequere	and
suivre,	meaning	“to	follow.”	If	you	remember	that,	it	becomes	clear	that	a	lawsuit	is	the	process	that	follows	a	complaint.The	term	sue	(as	in	“Do	that,	and	I’ll	sue!”)	comes	from	the	suit	part	of	lawsuit	and	describes	the	action	of	filing	a	lawsuit.	Imagine	not	wanting	to	let	someone	get	away	with	a	perceived	wrong	and	pursuing	them	for	it.A	complaint
is	a	formal	document	that	explains	why	the	court	is	involved.	As	the	name	suggests,	it	sets	out	what	the	complaint	is	and	tells	the	court	what	the	party	making	the	complaint	wants	as	a	result	of	the	complaint;	this	is	the	claim.The	party	receiving	a	complaint	may	believe	they’re	not	only	not	at	fault	but	also	the	one	making	the	claim.	Adding	the	prefix
counter-,	meaning	“opposing”	or	“retaliatory,”	we	get	a	counterclaim	for	this	part	of	the	lawsuit.Once	a	lawsuit	is	filed,	the	parties	(or	litigants)	take	on	new	titles:	plaintiff	and	defendant.Understanding	that	the	document	that	starts	a	lawsuit	is	called	a	complaint	helps	to	understand	why	the	party	who	starts	the	proceeding	is	called	the
plaintiff.Similarly,	the	party	the	lawsuit	is	brought	against,	who	must	defend	it	if	they	believe	they’re	not	at	fault,	is	called	the	defendant.	The	same	term	is	used	for	the	person	accused	in	a	criminal	trial.The	terms	for	those	who	provide	legal	advice	and	assistance	are	often	used	interchangeably,	especially	in	popular	culture,	but	there	are	some
differences	that	may	be	important.Lawyer	is	a	more	general	term	because	it	can	be	used	to	describe	anyone	with	a	law	degree.	So,	it	includes	people	who	give	advice	about	the	law,	people	who	represent	the	parties	in	court,	and	even	the	judge.Counsel,	another	Latin	term	(consulere,	meaning	“to	consult”),	can	refer	to	both	the	person	giving	legal
advice	or	representing	one	of	the	parties	in	court	and	the	advice	they	give.	You	can	therefore	seek	legal	counsel	(advice)	and	be	advised	or	represented	by	a	counsel	(a	lawyer).An	attorney-at-law,	usually	shortened	to	attorney,	more	specifically	refers	to	a	lawyer	qualified	to	represent	others	in	court.	They	must	have	passed	the	bar	exam	(the	bar	being
the	professional	association,	not	to	be	confused	with	mixology).	All	attorneys-at-law	must	be	lawyers,	but	not	all	lawyers	are	attorneys-at-law.	Think	of	the	extra	words	as	denoting	extra	qualifications.Of	course,	not	everyone	can	afford	to	hire	a	lawyer,	and	some	may	prefer	not	to.	Those	who	represent	themselves	and	who	are	not	legally	qualified	are
said	to	be	doing	so	pro	se.	This	is	a	direct	use	of	Latin,	meaning	“for	yourself.”If	you’re	dealing	with	any	aspect	of	legal	proceedings,	this	primer	on	common	legal	terms	and	phrases	should	help	you	decode	and	correctly	use	them.Whatever	your	understanding	of	the	terminology,	it’s	important	to	proofread	what	you’ve	written	to	ensure	it	says	what
you	think	it	does.	Mistakes,	however	small,	in	this	arena	can	be	costly.	If	you’d	like	more	help	with	your	legal	terminology,	we	have	a	team	of	expert	proofreaders	available	24/7.	You	can	upload	a	free	trial	document	to	get	started.	Intensive	Legal	English	Legal	English	Course	in	London	Online	Legal	English	Course	Finance	and	Banking	English	Course
​	Last	updated:	9	December	2022	If	you	need	to	use	legal	services	you	might	come	across	words	and	phrases	that	you're	not	sure	about.	Your	lawyer	should	explain	them	to	you	if	you	ask.	Here	is	a	summary	of	some	words	you	might	hear,	and	what	they	mean.	If	you	can't	find	the	term	you're	looking	for,	contact	our	Consumer	Affairs	team	to	suggest
that	we	add	it	to	this	glossary.	Advise	This	includes	making	recommendations	as	to	a	particular	course	of	action.	Agent	Someone	who	acts	on	behalf	of	someone	else:	For	example,	the	SRA	uses	firms	of	solicitors	to	carry	out	interventions	into	legal	practices	on	our	behalf.	Agreement	Where	two	parties	reach	consensus	on	a	set	of	facts	or	course	of
action:	For	example,	the	SRA	sometimes	enters	into	regulatory	settlement	agreements	with	individuals	where	particular	misconduct	is	admitted	and	a	sanction	agreed.	Allegation	A	claim	made	against	someone	which	has	not	and	may	not	be	proved	true	Alternative	business	structures	(ABS)	Firms	managed,	owned	or	controlled	by	a	mix	of	lawyers	and
non-lawyers	offering	legal	services	Approve	To	consent	or	ratify	–	includes	making	final	amendments/decision	on	a	document,	proposal	or	course	of	action	Arbitration	A	way	of	seeking	to	resolve	a	dispute	without	going	to	court:	A	third	party	(the	arbitrator)	looks	at	both	sides	of	the	dispute	and	makes	a	decision	as	to	how	it	should	be	resolved;	those
involved	may	agree	to	be	bound	by	the	decision	of	the	arbitrator.	Assets	Things	owned	by	a	person	or	organisation	which	usually	have	some	value	Associate	A	person,	usually	employed	by	a	law	firm,	who	may	be	in	charge	of	handling	your	case:	Often	a	lawyer,	they	are	considered	by	the	firm	employing	them	to	be	a	"senior	assistant".	Bankrupt	The
legal	status	of	a	person	or	organisation	that	is	unable	to	repay	debts	owned	to	its	creditors	Barrister	A	lawyer	regulated	by	the	Bar	Standards	Board,	often	specialising	in	court	room	representation,	drafting	pleadings	and	expert	legal	opinions	Beneficiary	Someone	who	is	entitled	to	a	benefit	(e.g.	under	a	will	or	trust)	Bequest	A	gift	of	money	or
personal	property	made	in	someone's	will	Chambers	A	collection	of	independent,	self-employed	barristers	who	share	employed	clerks	to	administer	work,	and	who	share	the	expense	of	such	clerks,	office	buildings	and	brand	name	Chattels	Personal	belongings	that	can	be	moved	from	one	place	to	another	Civil	law	The	area	of	law	covering	disputes	you
may	have	with	a	person	or	an	organisation	Claimant	A	person	making	a	claim	Client	Someone	who	uses	services	provided	by	a	lawyer	or	another	Compensation	Recompense	for	loss,	injury,	or	suffering	Conditions	Requirements,	restriction	or	permission	added	onto	a	document	Contract	An	agreement	signed	by	two	or	more	parties	setting	out	the
terms	of	an	arrangement—for	example,	between	a	buyer	and	a	seller	in	a	property	transaction	Continuing	professional	development	(CPD)	The	training	that	lawyers	(and	other	professionals)	are	required	to	complete	every	year	by	the	organisation	regulating	them	Conveyancing	The	processes	involved	in	buying,	selling	or	remortgaging	a	property	to
transfer	its	legal	title	from	one	person	to	another	Costs	Lawyers	A	lawyer	who	settles	the	legal	costs	of	court	cases,	and	who	is	regulated	by	the	Costs	Lawyer	Standards	Board	Counsel	A	term	used	to	describe	a	barrister	Creditor	A	person	or	organisation	to	whom	money	is	owed	Crown	Prosecution	Service	(CPS)	The	CPS	is	the	organisation	that
prosecutes	criminal	cases	investigated	by	the	police	in	England	and	Wales.	Crown	Prosecutor	A	lawyer	(generally	a	solicitor	or	a	barrister)	working	for	the	Crown	Prosecution	Service	Culpable	At	fault	or	guilty	of	something	Damages	An	award,	typically	of	money,	paid	to	a	person	or	organisation	for	loss	or	injury	Discrimination	Being	treated	unfairly
or	differently	because	of	factors	such	as	disability,	race,	religion	or	belief,	sex	or	sexuality	Disbursement	Fees	that	are	paid	to	organisations	as	required	as	part	of	legal	services:	For	example,	this	could	be	a	payment	made	by	your	lawyer	to	a	local	authority	for	property	information	when	buying	a	house.	Estate	A	person's	property,	entitlements	or
obligations	Evidence	That	which	tends	to	prove	or	disprove	something	Executor	Someone	named	in	a	will	who	will	carry	out	the	directions	of	the	will	Exempt	European	lawyer	(EEL)	A	lawyer	described	by	a	European	directive	Fee	earners	Employees	of	firms	who	deliver	legal	services	Forfeited	(to	the	Crown)	Where	someone	dies	intestate,	or	their
will	is	invalid,	their	estate	might	be	passed	on	to	the	state	if	relatives	cannot	be	traced:	In	the	context	of	the	SRA,	if	a	solicitor	is	fined	as	part	of	a	regulatory	agreement,	this	money	is	often	passed	on	to	the	state.	Fraud	From	the	main	menu,	please	select	Problems	with	a	solicitor,	then,	Recognising	fraud	and	dishonesty	Fraudster	Someone	who
commits	fraud	Grounds	(legal)	The	basis	or	foundation	of	an	action	Hearing	(legal)	A	legal	proceeding	where	the	facts	of	a	particular	issue	are	looked	at,	and	evidence	is	presented	to	help	decide	what	the	outcome	should	be	Incorporated	company	A	type	of	private	company	with	shares,	but	the	shares	cannot	be	traded	publicly	on	the	stock	exchange:
the	shareholders	have	limited	liability,	which	means	that	only	the	money	invested	in	the	company	can	be	lost	in	case	of	insolvency	Indemnity	Compensation	for—or	protection	against—loss	or	damages	that	might	be	given	by	one	person	to	another	within	a	contract	or	otherwise	Independent	person	Someone	free	from	outside	control	or	influence	to	act
in	the	way	they	choose	Inheritance	Parts	of	someone's	estate	passing	to	someone	on	death	In-house	lawyer	Lawyers	working	for	organisations	such	as	banks	or	local	authorities	to	provide	legal	advice	to	the	organisation	Insolvent	Being	unable	to	pay	debts	when	they	are	due	or	where	liabilities	exceed	assets	Instructing	Authorising	a	lawyer	to
represent	you:	An	instruction	describes	the	type	of	work	that	you	want	them	to	do.	Integrity	Acting	with	honesty	and	morality	Interest	(legal)	A	right,	claim	or	privilege	Interim	proceedings	In	law,	interim	proceedings	are	hearings	that	take	place	between	the	first	hearing	and	the	final	hearing.	Intervention	When	a	regulator	takes	control	of	the	papers
and	monies	of	a	legal	practice	in	order	to	protect	the	public	Intestate	Any	person	who	dies	without	leaving	a	will	is	said	to	have	died	intestate	Law	firm	Organisations	that	employ	lawyers	to	provide	legal	advice	and	legal	services.	Law	Society	of	England	and	Wales	The	Law	Society	is	the	organisation	that	represents	solicitors	and	their	interests	in
England	and	Wales.	Lawtech	Technology	that	helps	law	firms	provide	services	to	clients	is	sometimes	called	lawtech.	You	can	find	more	about	it	in	our	Frequently	Asked	Questions	Lawyer	Lawyer	is	a	general	term	used	to	describe	people	who	provide	legal	services.	Unlike	terms	such	as	solicitor	or	barrister,	lawyer	has	no	defined	meaning	in	UK	law.
Anyone	can	call	themselves	a	lawyer,	regardless	of	whether	they	have	any	professional	legal	qualifications	or	not.	In	our	Standards	and	Regulations,	we	use	the	word	lawyer	as	a	shorthand	to	describe	all	regulated	individuals,	but	in	reality,	if	someone	calls	themselves	a	lawyer,	it	does	not	necessarily	mean	they	have	an	official	title	or	are	subject	to
any	formal	regulation.	Legal	aid	Government	funding	that	can	help	people	meet	the	costs	of	legal	services	they	require,	if	they	are	eligible	to	receive	it.	It	is	also	used	to	support	legal	assistance	being	provided	at	police	stations	where	someone	is	arrested.	The	GOV.UK	website	provides	information	on	legal	aid.	Legal	disciplinary	practice	(LDP)	A	type
of	law	firm	where	solicitors	work	alongside	other	types	of	lawyer	(such	as	licensed	conveyancers)	and	a	restricted	number	of	non-lawyers	Legal	executive	A	lawyer	regulated	by	CILEx	Regulation.	Legal	Ombudsman	An	independent	body	set	up	to	deal	with	complaints	of	poor	service	about	all	lawyers	and	law	firms	of	England	and	Wales;	see	the	Legal
Ombudsman	website	for	more	details	Legal	services	Services	provided	to	clients,	such	as	legal	advice	or	representation	in	court	Liable	When	someone	is	legally	responsible	for	something	Liability	Can	mean	something	that	is	a	hindrance	or	puts	an	individual	or	group	at	a	disadvantage,	or	it	can	be	something	a	person	is	responsible	for	Licensed
conveyancer	A	lawyer	specialising	in	property	law	and	in	some	cases	other	areas	of	law,	and	regulated	by	the	Council	for	Licensed	Conveyancers.	Limited	liability	partnership	(LLP)	A	business	partnership	in	which	some	or	all	of	the	partners	have	limited	liability	in	terms	of	their	legal	and	financial	obligations	Litigation	The	contest	process	before	a
court	Manager	(of	a	law	firm)	The	SRA	Code	of	Conduct	2011	defines	this	as	a	member	of	an	LLP;	a	director	of	a	company;	a	partner	in	a	partnership;	or	in	relation	to	any	other	body,	a	member	of	its	governing	body.	Matter	An	application,	information	or	an	issue	that	the	SRA	needs	to	consider	Misconduct	Sometimes	used	to	refer	to	the	act	in	which
someone	regulated	by	the	SRA	breaches	a	principle	Money	laundering	The	process	of	concealing	the	source	of	illegally	obtained	money	Monitor	To	maintain	oversight	and	control	Multinational	A	business	that	operates	in	different	countries	Notary	A	lawyer	regulated	by	the	Faculty	Office	of	the	Archbishop	of	Canterbury	Obligation	A	requirement	to
take	a	particular	type	of	action,	that	may	have	a	legal	basis	through	a	contract	Omission	A	failure	to	perform	a	particular	act	where	there	was	a	duty	or	a	legal	requirement	for	that	act	to	be	carried	out	Outcome(s)	At	the	SRA,	this	often	means	the	final	decision	following	an	application	to	us	or	an	investigation	by	us	Outcomes-focused	regulation	(OFR)
This	is	our	approach	to	regulation.	It	allows	firms	to	adopt	their	own	approach,	systems	and	management	to	best	enable	them	to	deliver	a	good	service	to	client's	needs	and	to	support	their	business.	We	work	in	a	constructive	way	with	firms	to	help	them	comply	with	the	SRA	Code	of	Conduct	and	our	rules.	However,	we	take	formal	enforcement	action
if	necessary.	Out-of-court	settlement	An	agreement	between	the	two	sides	to	settle	the	case	privately	before	the	court	makes	its	decision	Paralegal	A	broad	term	sometimes	used	to	describe	someone	who	supports	lawyers	in	their	work.	Partner	Members	of	a	firm	who	equally	share	ownership	and	liability	Partnership	Two	or	more	people	working	in
business	together	Patent	attorney/agent	A	lawyer	regulated	by	the	Intellectual	Property	Regulation	Board.	Perform	To	exercise	a	function	or	complete	a	task	Practising	certificate	(PC)	A	document	issued	to	solicitors	by	us	which	allows	a	solicitor	to	carry	out	certain	legal	work	such	as	advocacy,	litigation,	probate	and	conveyancing.	We	can	impose
conditions	on	a	practising	certificate	restricting	the	types	of	work	that	solicitors	can	do,	and	in	what	circumstances.	Prepare	To	draft	or	design	a	document,	procedure	or	proposal	Probate	A	legal	permission	provided	by	a	Probate	Registry	for	someone	to	deal	with	someone	else's	estate	after	they	die:	A	Probate	Registry	is	an	office	where	someone	can
be	interviewed	in	order	to	be	provided	with	a	probate	permission.	To	find	your	nearest	Registry	or	for	more	information,	visit	GOV.UK.	Prima	facie	A	Latin	term	used	to	describe	something	that	appears	on	the	face	of	it	to	be	true	Public	interest	The	overall	welfare	of	the	general	public	Pursuant	When	something	is	related	to,	or	comes	out	of,	something
else:	For	example,	our	powers	to	regulate	stem	from	("are	pursuant	to")	various	acts	of	Parliament.	Recognised	body/sole	practice	According	to	the	SRA	Code	of	Conduct	2011,	a	recognised	body	is	a	body	recognised	by	the	SRA;	a	recognised	sole	practice	is	a	solicitor	or	REL	authorised	by	the	SRA.	Registered	European	lawyer	(REL)	A	lawyer	from	a
European	state	who	registers	with	the	SRA	to	practise	law	in	England	and	Wales	Registered	Foreign	lawyer	(RFL)	A	lawyer	from	overseas	who	registers	with	the	SRA	to	practice	law	in	England	and	Wales	Regulated	individual	An	individual	who	is	authorised	by	the	SRA	and	is	therefore	regulated	by	us	Remunerate	To	pay	or	reward	someone	for
something	they	have	done	or	a	service	they	have	provided,	such	as	a	company	paying	an	employee	Report	To	present	an	account	of	progress	or	performance	Review	To	consider	a	draft	document	or	proposal	and	input	into	its	development	Revocation	When	something	is	cancelled	or	taken	away,	such	as	the	SRA	revoking	an	individual's	permission	to
practise	as	a	solicitor	Risk	The	likelihood	that	a	particular	choice	or	action	might	lead	to	a	loss	or	damage	Roll	of	solicitors	A	list	of	all	admitted	solicitors	held	by	the	Law	Society	of	England	and	Wales	Scam	Any	scheme	that	cheats	people	out	of	their	property	or	money,	or	causes	them	damage	for	the	benefit	of	others	Sole	practitioner	A	lawyer	who
runs	his	or	her	own	law	firm	without	other	partners,	directors	or	members	Solicitor	A	lawyer	who	has	been	admitted	as	a	solicitor	by	the	SRA	and	whose	name	appears	on	the	roll	of	solicitors	Striking-off/struck-off	An	example	is	where	a	solicitor	is	struck	from	the	roll	of	solicitors.	Third	party	A	term	used	to	describe	someone	other	than	the	two	sides
in	a	particular	situation:	For	example,	it	can	be	used	in	motor	insurance	policies	to	describe	other	people	besides	the	person	who	is	insured	and	the	company	that	insures	them.	Trade	mark	attorney	A	lawyer	regulated	by	the	Intellectual	Property	Regulation	Board	Trainee	solicitor	A	person	completing	their	training	requirements	in	a	law	firm	before
applying	to	become	a	solicitor	Transparent	Being	open	and	honest	in	a	way	that	can	be	understood	by	others	Tribunal	At	the	SRA,	this	usually	means	the	Solicitors	Disciplinary	Tribunal,	which	is	independent	of	the	SRA.	Any	general	reference	to	a	tribunal	means	a	person	or	group	of	people	who	collectively	have	authority	to	judge	and/or	determine
claims	or	disputes.	Unadmitted	An	individual	who	has	not	been	admitted	to	the	roll	of	solicitors	Will	A	legal	document	that	declares	a	person's	wishes	about	the	way	their	estate	should	be	handled	when	they	die	©	2024	by	OxfordLegalEnglishCollege	Contact		Email:	odprew@gmail.com		Terms	&	Conditions	|	Privacy	Policy			In	the	legal	profession	we
tend	to	use	a	lot	of	legal	jargon.We	try	to	ensure	the	information	on	this	website	is	clear	and	easy	to	understand.	However,	there	may	be	words	and	phrases	you	are	not	sure	about.	Your	solicitor	will	explain	them	to	you	if	you	ask.To	help,	here	are	some	legal	words	or	phrases	you	may	see	or	hear	us	talk	about	with	you,	and	what	they	mean:Agent:
Someone	who	acts	on	behalf	of	someone	else.Agreement:	Where	two	or	more	parties	reach	consensus	on	a	set	of	facts	or	course	of	action.Allegation:	A	claim	made	against	someone	which	has	not,	and	may	not,	be	proved	true.Arbitration:	A	way	of	trying	to	resolve	a	dispute	without	going	to	court.	A	third	party	(the	arbitrator)	looks	at	both	sides	of	the
dispute	and	decides	how	it	should	be	resolved.	The	parties	involved	may	agree	to	be	bound	by	the	decision	of	the	arbitrator.Assets:	Things	owned	by	a	person	or	organisation	which	usually	have	some	value.Assistant	Solicitor:	A	person,	usually	employed	by	a	law	firm,	who	might	help	on	your	case.	At	Wallace	Robinson	&	Morgan	all	our	assistants	are
qualified	solicitors.Associate:	A	person,	usually	employed	by	a	law	firm,	who	might	be	in	charge	of	handling	your	case.	At	Wallace	Robinson	&	Morgan	all	our	associates	are	qualified	solicitors	and	are	considered	to	be	senior	assistants.Bankrupt:	The	legal	status	of	a	person	or	organisation	that	is	unable	to	repay	debts	owned	to	its	creditors.Barrister:
A	lawyer	regulated	by	the	Bar	Standards	Board,	often	specialising	in	representing	people	in	court,	drafting	pleadings	and	expert	legal	opinions.Beneficiary:	Someone	who	is	entitled	to	a	benefit	(e.g.	under	a	will	or	trust).Bequest:	A	gift	of	money	or	personal	property	made	in	someone’s	will.Chambers:	A	collection	of	independent,	self-employed
barristers	who	share	employed	clerks	to	administer	work,	and	who	share	the	expense	of	such	clerks,	office	buildings	and	brand	name.Chattels:	Personal	belongings	that	can	be	moved	from	one	place	to	another.Civil	law:	The	area	of	law	covering	disputes	you	may	have	with	a	person	or	organisation.Claimant:	A	person	making	a	claim.Client:	Someone
who	uses	services	provided	by	a	lawyer	or	other	legal	professional.Compensation:	Usually	monetary	and	awarded	to	someone	to	make	up	for	loss,	injury,	or	suffering.Conditions:	Requirements,	restrictions	or	permissions	added	onto	a	document.Contract:	An	agreement	signed	by	two	or	more	parties	setting	out	the	terms	of	an	arrangement	—	for
example,	between	a	buyer	and	a	seller	in	a	property	transaction.Continuing	professional	development	(CPD):	The	training	lawyers	(and	other	professionals)	are	required	to	complete	every	year	by	the	organisation	regulating	them.Conveyancing:	The	processes	involved	in	buying,	selling	or	remortgaging	a	property	to	transfer	its	legal	title	from	one
person	to	another.Counsel:	A	term	used	to	describe	a	barrister.Creditor:	A	person	or	organisation	to	whom	money	is	owed.Crown	Prosecution	Service	(CPS):	The	organisation	that	prosecutes	criminal	cases	investigated	by	the	police	in	England	and	Wales.Crown	Prosecutor:	A	lawyer	(generally	a	solicitor	or	barrister)	working	for	the	Crown
Prosecution	Service.Culpable:	Being	at	fault	or	guilty	of	something.Damages:	An	award,	typically	of	money,	paid	to	a	person	or	organisation	for	loss	or	injury.Discrimination:	Being	treated	unfairly	or	differently	because	of	factors	such	as	disability,	race,	religion	or	belief,	gender	or	sexuality.Disbursement:	Fees	paid	to	organisations	as	required	as	part
of	legal	services.	For	example,	a	payment	made	by	your	lawyer	to	a	local	authority	for	property	information	when	buying	a	house.Estate:	A	person’s	property,	entitlements	or	obligations.Evidence:	Used	to	prove	or	disprove	something.Executor:	Someone	named	in	a	will	who	will	carry	out	the	directions	of	the	will.Fee	earners:	of	firms	who	deliver	legal
services.Forfeited	(to	the	Crown):	If	someone	dies	without	making	a	will,	or	their	will	is	invalid,	their	estate	might	be	passed	to	the	state	if	relatives	cannot	be	traced.Fraudster:	Someone	who	commits	fraud.Grounds	(legal):	The	basis	or	foundation	of	an	action.Hearing	(legal):	A	legal	proceeding	where	the	facts	of	a	particular	issue	are	looked	at,	and
evidence	is	presented	to	help	decide	what	the	outcome	should	be.Incorporated	company:	A	type	of	private	company	with	shares,	but	the	shares	cannot	be	traded	publicly	on	the	stock	exchange.	The	shareholders	have	limited	liability,	which	means	only	the	money	invested	in	the	company	can	be	lost	in	case	of	insolvency.Indemnity:	Compensation	for,
or	protection	against,	loss	or	damages	that	might	be	given	by	one	person	to	another	within	a	contract	or	otherwise.Independent	person:	Someone	free	from	outside	control	or	influence	to	act	in	the	way	they	choose.Inheritance:	Parts	of	a	person’s	estate	passing	to	someone	else	on	death.In-house	lawyer:	Lawyers	working	directly	for	an	organisation,
such	as	a	bank	or	local	authority,	to	provide	legal	advice	to	the	organisation.Insolvent:	Being	unable	to	pay	debts	when	they	are	due	or	where	liabilities	exceed	assets.Instructing:	Authorising	a	lawyer	to	represent	you.	An	instruction	describes	the	type	of	work	you	want	them	to	do.Integrity:	Acting	with	honesty	and	morality.Interest	(legal):	A	right,
claim	or	privilege.Interim	proceedings:	Hearings	that	take	place	between	the	first	hearing	and	the	final	hearing.Intervention:	When	a	regulator	takes	control	of	the	papers	and	monies	of	a	legal	practice	in	order	to	protect	the	public.Intestacy:	The	condition	of	having	died	without	a	valid	will.Intestate:	Any	person	who	dies	without	leaving	a	will	is	said
to	have	died	intestate.Law	costs	draftsman:	A	lawyer	who	settles	the	legal	costs	of	court	cases,	and	who	is	regulated	by	the	Association	of	Costs	Lawyers.Law	firm:	Organisations	that	employ	lawyers	to	provide	legal	advice	and	legal	services.Law	Society	of	England	and	Wales:	The	organisation	that	represents	solicitors	and	their	interests	in	England
and	Wales.Lawyer:	A	person	trained	in	law,	such	as	an	attorney,	counsel	or	solicitor,	who	practises	law.Legal	aid:	Government	funding	that	can	help	some	people	meet	the	costs	of	legal	services	they	require,	if	they	are	eligible	to	receive	it.Legal	Ombudsman:	An	independent	body	set	up	to	deal	with	complaints	of	poor	service,	covering	all	lawyers	and
law	firms	in	England	and	Wales.Legal	services:	Services	provided	to	clients,	such	as	legal	advice	or	representation	in	court.Liable:	When	someone	is	legally	responsible	for	something.Liability:	Either	something	that	is	a	hindrance	or	puts	an	individual	or	group	at	a	disadvantage,	or	something	a	person	is	responsible	for.Libel:	A	defamatory	statement
made	about	somebody	in	written	form	which	is	published	so	people	may	see	it,	e.g.	in	a	newspaper	article	or	on	a	social	media	website.Litigation:	The	process	of	taking	legal	action	through	the	court.Money	laundering:	The	process	of	concealing	the	source	of	illegally	obtained	money.Multinational:	A	business	that	operates	in	different
countries.Omission:	A	failure	to	perform	a	particular	act	where	there	was	a	duty	or	a	legal	requirement	for	that	act	to	be	carried	out.Out	of	Court	settlement:	An	agreement	between	the	parties	involved	in	a	disagreement	to	settle	the	case	privately	before	the	court	makes	its	decision.Partner:	Equity	partners	are	usually	referred	to	as	partners	and	are
the	members	of	a	firm	who	equally	share	ownership	and	liability.	The	job	title	can	also	be	used	to	mean	a	salaried	partner	who	is	a	solicitor	employed	by	the	equity	partners.	At	Wallace	Robinson	&	Morgan	our	directors	are	sometimes	referred	to	as	partners.	They	are	considered	the	senior	solicitors	in	the	firm	and	are	often	in	charge	of	a	particular
department.Partnership:	Two	or	more	people	working	in	business	together.Probate:	A	legal	permission	provided	by	a	Probate	Registry	for	someone	to	deal	with	another	person’s	estate	after	they	die.Probate	Registry:	An	office	where	someone	can	be	interviewed	in	order	to	be	provided	with	a	probate	permission.Prima	facie:	A	Latin	term	used	to
describe	something	that	appears	on	the	face	of	it	to	be	true.Public	interest:	The	overall	welfare	of	the	general	public.Remunerate:	To	pay	or	reward	someone	for	something	they	have	done	or	a	service	they	have	provided,	such	as	a	company	paying	an	employee.Revocation:	When	something	is	cancelled	or	taken	away.Risk:	The	likelihood	that	a
particular	choice	or	action	might	lead	to	a	loss	or	damage.Scam:	Any	scheme	that	cheats	people	out	of	their	property	or	money,	or	causes	them	damage	for	the	benefit	of	others.Slander:	A	defamatory	statement	which	is	spoken	and	heard	by	others.Solicitor:	A	lawyer	who	has	been	admitted	as	a	solicitor	by	the	Solicitors	Regulation	Authority	and
whose	name	appears	on	the	roll	of	solicitors.Testator:	The	person	who	makes	or	has	made	a	will.	A	person	who	dies,	leaving	a	will.Third	party:	A	term	used	to	describe	someone	other	than	the	two	sides	in	a	particular	situation.	For	example,	in	motor	insurance	policies	to	describe	other	people	besides	the	person	who	is	insured	and	the	company	that
insures	them.Trainee	solicitor:	A	person	completing	their	training	requirements	in	a	law	firm	before	qualifying	to	become	a	solicitor.Transparent:	Being	open	and	honest	in	a	way	that	can	be	understood	by	others.Tribunal:	Generally	means	a	person	or	group	of	people	who	collectively	have	authority	to	judge	and/or	determine	claims	or	disputes.Will:	A
legal	document	that	declares	a	person’s	wishes	about	the	way	their	estate	should	be	handled	when	they	die.We	hope	you	find	this	information	useful.If	we	have	not	listed	the	term	you	are	looking	for	do	let	us	know	by	using	the	comment	form	on	the	Contact	Us	page,	or	by	emailing	us	on	enquiries@wallacerobinson.co.uk.	Kings	Colleges	College
preparation	for	Top	30	UK	universities	A-level,	GCSE,	Foundation	Pathways	to:	Business,	Engineering,	Medicine,	Art	and	more	Study	in:	London,	Oxford,	Brighton,	Bournemouth	Legal	maxims	play	a	crucial	role	in	the	field	of	law	as	they	encapsulate	established	principles	that	are	universally	recognized.	As	a	law	student,	it	is	essential	to	have	a	tight
grasp	over	these	legal	maxims	and	foreign	words	to	excel	in	exams	and	develop	a	deep	understanding	of	legal	aptitude.	In	this	comprehensive	guide,	we	will	explore	a	wide	range	of	important	legal	maxims	and	phrases,	providing	easy-to-understand	meanings	and	explanations.What	Are	Legal	Maxims?Legal	maxims	are	principles	of	law	that	have	been
widely	accepted	and	acknowledged	in	the	legal	field.	These	maxims	are	often	expressed	in	Latin	or	a	combination	of	Latin	and	other	languages.	Similar	to	axioms	in	geometry,	legal	maxims	and	phrases	serve	as	fundamental	principles	that	guide	legal	reasoning	and	interpretation.	They	are	frequently	used	in	legal	documents	and	are	also	tested	in	law
exams	such	as	CLAT,	Judiciary,	and	semester	examinations.Important	Legal	Maxims	with	Easy	MeaningsAb	Initio	-	From	the	beginning.Actionable	per	se	-	The	very	act	is	punishable,	and	no	proof	of	damage	is	required.Actio	personalis	moritur	cum	persona	-	A	personal	right	of	action	dies	with	the	person.Actori	incumbit	onus	probandi	-	The	burden	of
proof	is	on	the	plaintiff.Actus	me	invito	factus	non	est	mens	actus	-	An	act	done	by	me	against	my	will	is	not	my	act.Actus	non	facit	reum	nisi	mens	sit	rea	-	An	act	does	not	make	one	guilty	unless	it	is	accompanied	by	a	guilty	mind.Actus	reus	-	Guilty	act.Actus	Reus	Non	Facit	Reum	Nisi	Mens	Sit	Rea	-	Conviction	of	a	crime	requires	proof	of	a	criminal
act	and	intent.Ad	hoc	-	For	the	particular	end	or	case	at	hand.Alibi	-	At	another	place,	elsewhere.These	are	just	a	few	examples	of	the	numerous	legal	maxims	and	phrases	that	can	prove	invaluable	to	law	students.	Let's	explore	more	of	them	in	detail.Maxims	Explained1.	Ab	Initio	-	From	the	beginningThe	maxim	"Ab	Initio"	signifies	that	something	is
considered	from	the	very	beginning	or	inception.	In	legal	terms,	it	refers	to	a	principle	that	an	action	or	contract	is	void	from	the	outset	if	it	is	tainted	with	illegality	or	if	it	was	entered	into	with	fraudulent	intentions.	For	example,	if	a	contract	is	formed	based	on	false	representations	or	fraud,	it	can	be	declared	void	ab	initio.2.	Actionable	per	se	-	The
very	act	is	punishable,	and	no	proof	of	damage	is	requiredThe	maxim	"Actionable	per	se"	implies	that	certain	acts	are	inherently	wrong	and	can	be	considered	punishable	without	requiring	any	proof	of	actual	harm	or	damage.	These	acts	are	considered	wrongful	in	and	of	themselves.	For	instance,	assault,	defamation,	and	trespassing	are	considered
actionable	per	se	as	they	violate	an	individual's	rights	and	do	not	require	proof	of	specific	damages.3.	Actio	personalis	moritur	cum	persona	-	A	personal	right	of	action	dies	with	the	personThe	maxim	"Actio	personalis	moritur	cum	persona"	states	that	a	personal	right	of	action	ceases	to	exist	upon	the	death	of	the	person.	In	simple	terms,	if	an
individual	has	a	claim	or	right	to	bring	a	legal	action	against	someone,	and	they	pass	away,	that	claim	or	right	does	not	pass	on	to	their	heirs	or	representatives.	It	extinguishes	with	their	death.4.	Actori	incumbit	onus	probandi	-	The	burden	of	proof	is	on	the	plaintiffThe	maxim	"Actori	incumbit	onus	probandi"	places	the	burden	of	proof	on	the	plaintiff
in	a	legal	proceeding.	It	means	that	the	party	bringing	the	lawsuit	must	provide	sufficient	evidence	to	prove	their	claims.	The	plaintiff	has	the	responsibility	of	presenting	facts	and	establishing	a	convincing	case	to	convince	the	court	of	the	defendant's	liability.5.	Actus	me	invito	factus	non	est	mens	actus	-	An	act	done	by	me	against	my	will	is	not	my
actThe	maxim	"Actus	me	invito	factus	non	est	mens	actus"	emphasizes	that	an	act	performed	against	one's	will	cannot	be	considered	as	their	own	act.	This	maxim	is	relevant	in	cases	where	an	individual	is	coerced	or	forced	to	commit	an	act	under	duress	or	threat.	In	such	situations,	the	person	cannot	be	held	fully	responsible	for	their	actions	as	their
free	will	is	compromised.6.	Actus	non	facit	reum	nisi	mens	sit	rea	-	An	act	does	not	make	one	guilty	unless	it	is	accompanied	by	a	guilty	mindThe	maxim	"Actus	non	facit	reum	nisi	mens	sit	rea"	highlights	the	importance	of	mens	rea,	which	refers	to	the	mental	state	or	intent	of	the	accused	while	committing	a	crime.	According	to	this	maxim,	a	person
cannot	be	held	guilty	merely	on	the	basis	of	their	actions.	There	must	be	evidence	of	a	guilty	mind	or	criminal	intent	accompanying	the	act	for	them	to	be	considered	legally	responsible.7.	Actus	reus	-	Guilty	actThe	term	"Actus	reus"	refers	to	the	physical	act	or	conduct	that	constitutes	a	crime.	It	is	the	external	element	of	a	crime	that	can	be
objectively	observed	and	proven.	While	actus	reus	is	an	essential	component	in	establishing	criminal	liability,	it	must	be	accompanied	by	mens	rea	to	establish	the	full	culpability	of	the	accused.8.	Actus	Reus	Non	Facit	Reum	Nisi	Mens	Sit	Rea	-	Conviction	of	a	crime	requires	proof	of	a	criminal	act	and	intentThe	maxim	"Actus	Reus	Non	Facit	Reum
Nisi	Mens	Sit	Rea"	emphasizes	that	a	conviction	for	a	crime	necessitates	the	demonstration	of	both	a	criminal	act	(actus	reus)	and	a	guilty	mind	(mens	rea).	A	person	cannot	be	held	criminally	liable	if	they	have	only	committed	a	physical	act	without	the	requisite	intent	to	commit	the	crime.9.	Ad	hoc	-	For	the	particular	end	or	case	at	handThe	term	"Ad
hoc"	is	used	to	describe	something	that	is	specifically	designed	or	intended	for	a	particular	purpose	or	situation.	In	the	legal	context,	it	refers	to	actions	or	decisions	that	are	made	for	a	specific	case	or	situation,	rather	than	being	based	on	general	principles	or	precedents.	Ad	hoc	measures	are	temporary	and	tailored	to	address	a	particular	need	or
issue.10.	Alibi	-	At	another	place,	elsewhereThe	term	"Alibi"	is	commonly	used	in	criminal	law	to	refer	to	a	defense	strategy	where	the	accused	presents	evidence	to	prove	that	they	were	at	another	place,	elsewhere,	at	the	time	the	alleged	crime	was	committed.	An	alibi	can	be	established	through	witness	testimony,	documentary	evidence,	or	any	other
form	of	evidence	that	supports	the	claim	of	being	in	a	different	location.11.	Amicus	Curiae	-	A	friend	of	the	court	or	member	of	the	Bar	who	is	appointed	to	assist	the	courtThe	term	"Amicus	Curiae"	refers	to	an	individual	or	organization	that	is	not	a	party	to	a	legal	case	but	offers	expertise	or	advice	to	the	court	on	specific	matters	related	to	the	case.
The	court	may	appoint	an	amicus	curiae	to	provide	impartial	guidance	and	insights	to	ensure	a	fair	and	informed	decision.	The	role	of	an	amicus	curiae	is	to	assist	the	court	in	reaching	a	just	and	well-informed	judgment.12.	Ante	Litem	Motam	-	Before	suit	brought;	before	controversy	instituted,	or	spoken	before	a	lawsuit	is	broughtThe	phrase	"Ante
Litem	Motam"	is	used	to	describe	events	or	actions	that	occurred	before	a	legal	dispute	arose	or	before	a	lawsuit	was	initiated.	It	signifies	actions	or	events	that	are	relevant	to	the	dispute	but	occurred	before	the	controversy	or	legal	proceedings	began.	Ante	litem	motam	can	be	significant	in	determining	the	rights	and	liabilities	of	the	parties	involved
in	a	legal	dispute.13.	Assentio	mentium	-	The	meeting	of	minds,	i.e.	mutual	assentsThe	phrase	"Assentio	mentium"	refers	to	the	meeting	of	minds	or	mutual	assent	between	two	or	more	parties	involved	in	a	contract	or	agreement.	It	signifies	that	all	parties	involved	have	agreed	to	the	same	terms	and	conditions,	demonstrating	a	clear	intention	to	be
bound	by	the	agreement.	Assentio	mentium	is	essential	in	establishing	the	validity	and	enforceability	of	a	contract.14.	Audi	alteram	partem	-	No	man	shall	be	condemned	unheardThe	maxim	"Audi	alteram	partem"	emphasizes	the	fundamental	principle	of	natural	justice	that	no	person	should	be	condemned	or	judged	without	being	given	a	fair
opportunity	to	present	their	case.	It	ensures	that	both	sides	of	a	dispute	or	legal	matter	are	heard	and	considered	before	a	decision	is	made.	This	maxim	is	a	cornerstone	of	procedural	fairness	and	the	right	to	a	fair	trial.15.	Bona	fide	-	In	good	faithThe	term	"Bona	fide"	is	used	to	describe	actions	or	intentions	that	are	made	in	good	faith,	without	any
fraudulent	or	malicious	intent.	When	parties	act	bona	fide,	it	means	they	are	acting	honestly,	sincerely,	and	without	any	deceit.	Bona	fide	actions	are	considered	legitimate	and	lawful,	and	they	are	protected	under	the	law.16.	Bona	vacantia	-	Goods	without	an	ownerThe	term	"Bona	vacantia"	refers	to	goods	or	property	that	have	no	rightful	owner.
These	goods	may	include	abandoned	property,	unclaimed	assets,	or	property	that	has	been	declared	forfeited.	Bona	vacantia	is	a	legal	concept	that	deals	with	the	disposition	of	such	property	and	ensures	that	it	is	managed	or	distributed	according	to	applicable	laws	and	regulations.17.	Boni	judicis	est	ampliare	jurisdictionem	-	It	is	the	part	of	a	good
judge	to	enlarge	his	jurisdiction,	i.e.	remedial	authorityThe	maxim	"Boni	judicis	est	ampliare	jurisdictionem"	highlights	the	discretionary	power	of	a	judge	to	extend	or	expand	their	jurisdiction	or	remedial	authority	in	certain	situations	where	it	is	necessary	to	deliver	justice.	It	signifies	that	a	good	judge	should	be	able	to	exercise	their	judgment	and
take	appropriate	actions	to	ensure	fair	and	just	outcomes,	even	if	it	requires	expanding	their	jurisdiction	to	do	so.18.	Caveat	-	A	caution	registered	with	the	public	court	to	indicate	that	they	are	not	to	act	in	the	matter	mentioned	in	the	caveat	without	first	giving	notice	to	the	caveatorThe	term	"Caveat"	refers	to	a	cautionary	note	or	warning	registered
with	a	public	court	or	authority.	It	serves	as	a	notice	to	the	court	that	they	should	not	take	any	action	or	make	any	decisions	regarding	a	specific	matter	without	first	notifying	the	person	who	lodged	the	caveat.	A	caveat	is	often	used	to	protect	the	rights	or	interests	of	an	individual	or	party	involved	in	a	legal	matter.19.	Caveat	actor	-	Let	the	doer
bewareThe	maxim	"Caveat	actor"	signifies	the	principle	that	individuals	should	be	cautious	and	responsible	for	their	own	actions	and	decisions.	It	implies	that	a	person	should	be	aware	of	the	consequences	and	potential	risks	associated	with	their	actions	before	proceeding.	Caveat	actor	encourages	individuals	to	exercise	due	diligence	and	take
personal	responsibility	for	their	choices.20.	Caveat	emptor	-	Let	the	buyer	bewareThe	maxim	"Caveat	emptor"	is	commonly	used	in	the	context	of	contract	law,	particularly	in	relation	to	the	sale	of	goods.	It	means	that	the	buyer	should	be	cautious	and	aware	of	the	risks	and	quality	of	the	goods	they	are	purchasing.	The	seller	is	not	obligated	to
disclose	any	hidden	defects	or	issues	with	the	goods,	and	it	is	the	buyer's	responsibility	to	ensure	that	they	are	making	an	informed	decision.21.	Caveat	venditor	-	Let	the	seller	bewareThe	maxim	"Caveat	venditor"	is	the	counterpart	of	caveat	emptor.	It	places	the	responsibility	and	obligation	on	the	seller	to	disclose	any	defects	or	issues	with	the
goods	they	are	selling.	The	seller	must	ensure	that	they	provide	accurate	information	and	do	not	engage	in	misleading	or	deceptive	practices.	Caveat	venditor	emphasizes	the	importance	of	transparency	and	fairness	in	commercial	transactions.22.	Certiorari	-	A	writ	by	which	orders	passed	by	an	inferior	court	are	quashedThe	term	"Certiorari"	refers
to	a	writ	issued	by	a	higher	court	to	review	and	quash	the	orders	or	judgments	passed	by	an	inferior	court.	Certiorari	is	a	discretionary	power	of	the	higher	court	to	examine	the	legality	and	correctness	of	the	decisions	made	by	lower	courts.	It	ensures	that	legal	errors	or	miscarriages	of	justice	can	be	rectified	through	a	review	process.23.	Communis
hostis	omnium	-	They	are	common	enemies	of	all.	The	common	enemy	of	everyoneThe	maxim	"Communis	hostis	omnium"	signifies	that	certain	individuals	or	entities	can	be	considered	common	enemies	of	all,	posing	a	threat	or	harm	to	society	as	a	whole.	This	maxim	is	often	used	in	the	context	of	criminal	acts,	where	individuals	engaged	in	activities
such	as	terrorism,	piracy,	or	organized	crime	are	deemed	to	be	common	enemies	of	society.	It	emphasizes	the	collective	responsibility	to	combat	such	threats.24.	Corpus	-	BodyThe	term	"Corpus"	refers	to	the	physical	body	of	a	person	or	the	main	body	of	a	legal	document	or	statute.	In	legal	contexts,	it	is	often	used	to	describe	the	body	of	laws	or
principles	governing	a	particular	area	of	law.	Corpus	can	also	refer	to	the	physical	remains	of	a	deceased	person,	such	as	a	corpse.25.	Corpus	delicti	-	The	facts	and	circumstances	constituting	a	crime	and	concrete	evidence	of	a	crime,	such	as	a	corpse	(dead	body)The	term	"Corpus	delicti"	refers	to	the	body	of	evidence	or	the	essential	elements	that
establish	the	commission	of	a	crime.	It	includes	the	facts	and	circumstances	surrounding	the	crime	and	any	tangible	evidence,	such	as	a	murder	weapon	or	a	dead	body.	Corpus	delicti	is	crucial	in	proving	the	occurrence	of	a	crime	before	an	individual	can	be	convicted.26.	Crimen	trahit	personam	-	The	crime	carries	the	personThe	maxim	"Crimen
trahit	personam"	signifies	that	an	individual	who	commits	a	crime	can	be	held	responsible	and	subject	to	legal	consequences	regardless	of	their	location	or	jurisdiction.	It	implies	that	the	law	follows	the	person,	and	if	a	person	commits	a	crime	in	any	jurisdiction,	they	can	be	held	accountable	under	the	relevant	laws	and	regulations.27.	Damnum	sine
injuria	-	Damages	without	injuriesThe	maxim	"Damnum	sine	injuria"	refers	to	situations	where	damages	or	harm	are	caused	to	an	individual	without	any	legal	injury	or	violation	of	their	rights.	It	implies	that	even	though	a	person	may	suffer	losses	or	damages,	if	there	is	no	infringement	of	their	legal	rights,	there	is	no	legal	ground	for	claiming
compensation	or	seeking	redress.28.	De	facto	-	In	factThe	term	"De	facto"	is	used	to	describe	something	that	exists	or	is	done	in	fact,	regardless	of	whether	it	is	officially	recognized	or	authorized.	It	signifies	the	actual	state	of	affairs	or	the	practical	reality,	rather	than	the	legal	or	formal	status.	De	facto	situations	can	arise	in	various	contexts,	such	as
de	facto	relationships	or	de	facto	governments.29.	De	jure	-	By	lawThe	term	"De	jure"	refers	to	something	that	is	recognized	or	established	by	law.	It	signifies	the	legal	or	rightful	status	of	an	entity	or	situation.	De	jure	rights,	obligations,	or	authorities	are	those	that	are	conferred	or	recognized	by	law,	as	opposed	to	de	facto	rights	or	authorities	that
exist	in	practice	but	may	not	be	legally	recognized.30.	De	minimis	-	About	minimal	thingsThe	term	"De	minimis"	is	used	to	describe	matters	or	issues	that	are	so	minor	or	insignificant	that	they	are	considered	immaterial	or	unworthy	of	consideration.	De	minimis	matters	are	often	disregarded	or	not	given	significant	weight	in	legal	proceedings	or
decision-making	processes.	They	are	deemed	too	trivial	to	have	a	substantial	impact	on	the	outcome.31.	De	Minimis	Non	Curat	Lex	-	The	law	does	not	govern	triflesThe	maxim	"De	Minimis	Non	Curat	Lex"	emphasizes	that	the	law	does	not	concern	itself	with	trifles	or	insignificant	matters.	It	implies	that	the	legal	system	is	primarily	concerned	with
addressing	substantial	issues	and	disputes	that	have	a	significant	impact	on	individuals'	rights,	obligations,	or	interests.	Trivial	matters	are	generally	not	given	high	priority	in	legal	proceedings.32.	De	novo	-	To	make	something	anewThe	term	"De	novo"	refers	to	starting	afresh	or	making	something	anew.	In	legal	contexts,	it	is	often	used	to	describe	a
review	or	hearing	that	takes	place	as	if	the	previous	decision	or	ruling	had	never	occurred.	De	novo	proceedings	involve	a	fresh	examination	of	the	facts	and	issues,	allowing	for	a	new	determination	or	decision	to	be	made.33.	Dictum	-	Statement	of	law	made	by	the	judge	in	the	course	of	the	decision	but	not	necessary	to	the	decision	itselfThe	term
"Dictum"	refers	to	a	statement	of	law	made	by	a	judge	during	the	course	of	a	decision	that	is	not	essential	or	necessary	to	the	decision	itself.	It	represents	the	judge's	opinion	or	commentary	on	a	legal	issue,	but	it	does	not	form	part	of	the	binding	precedent	or	the	ratio	decidendi	of	the	case.	Dicta	may	provide	guidance	or	insights	but	do	not	carry	the
same	weight	as	the	ratio	decidendi.34.	Doli	capax	-	Capable	of	forming	necessary	intent	to	commit	a	crimeThe	term	"Doli	capax"	signifies	an	individual's	capacity	or	ability	to	form	the	necessary	intent	to	commit	a	crime.	It	refers	to	a	person's	mental	capacity	to	understand	the	nature	and	consequences	of	their	actions	and	to	have	the	required	intent	to
commit	a	criminal	act.	Doli	capax	is	a	significant	factor	in	determining	criminal	liability,	as	it	relates	to	the	accused's	state	of	mind.35.	Doli	incapax	-	Incapable	of	crimeThe	term	"Doli	incapax"	refers	to	the	legal	presumption	that	children	under	a	certain	age	are	incapable	of	committing	a	crime	due	to	their	lack	of	understanding	or	maturity.	It
recognizes	that	young	children	may	not	possess	the	requisite	mental	capacity	or	intent	to	be	held	criminally	responsible	for	their	actions.	The	age	of	criminal	responsibility	varies	across	jurisdictions.36.	Detinue	-	Tort	of	wrongfully	holding	goods	that	belong	to	someone	elseThe	term	"Detinue"	refers	to	a	tort	or	legal	action	that	involves	the	wrongful
holding	or	detention	of	goods	or	property	that	belong	to	someone	else.	Detinue	allows	the	rightful	owner	to	seek	the	return	of	their	property	or	claim	compensation	for	any	losses	suffered	as	a	result	of	the	wrongful	detention.	It	is	a	remedy	for	cases	where	someone	refuses	to	return	property	rightfully	belonging	to	another.37.	Donatio	mortis	causa	-
Gift	because	of	deathThe	term	"Donatio	mortis	causa"	refers	to	a	gift	made	by	a	person	in	contemplation	of	their	imminent	death.	It	is	a	type	of	gift	that	is	conditional	upon	the	donor's	death	and	is	intended	to	take	effect	only	if	the	donor	passes	away.	Donatio	mortis	causa	allows	individuals	to	transfer	their	property	before	death,	providing	a	degree	of
certainty	and	control	over	the	disposition	of	their	assets.38.	Estoppel	-	Prevented	from	denyingThe	term	"Estoppel"	refers	to	a	legal	doctrine	that	prevents	a	person	from	denying	or	contradicting	their	own	previous	statements,	actions,	or	representations	if	it	would	be	unfair	or	unjust	to	do	so.	Estoppel	is	based	on	the	principle	of	fairness	and	prevents
individuals	from	acting	in	a	way	that	would	be	inconsistent	with	their	prior	words	or	conduct.	It	promotes	consistency	and	prevents	deception	or	abuse	of	rights.39.	Ex	gratia	-	As	favorThe	term	"Ex	gratia"	is	used	to	describe	actions	or	payments	made	as	a	favor	or	goodwill	gesture,	rather	than	as	a	legal	obligation.	Ex	gratia	payments	or	actions	are
often	made	out	of	a	sense	of	generosity,	compassion,	or	to	maintain	positive	relationships.	They	are	not	required	by	law,	but	rather	provided	voluntarily	as	a	gesture	of	goodwill.40.	Ex	officio	-	Because	of	an	office	heldThe	term	"Ex	officio"	describes	actions	or	powers	that	are	granted	to	an	individual	by	virtue	of	the	office	or	position	they	hold.	It
signifies	that	certain	rights,	responsibilities,	or	authorities	are	automatically	conferred	on	someone	because	of	their	official	position.	Ex	officio	powers	or	actions	are	derived	from	the	role	or	office	itself,	rather	than	being	based	on	personal	qualifications	or	achievements.41.	Ex	parte	-	Proceedings	in	the	absence	of	the	other	partyThe	term	"Ex	parte"
describes	proceedings	or	actions	that	are	conducted	in	the	absence	of	the	other	party	involved	in	a	legal	matter.	It	means	that	one	party	has	sought	relief	or	made	submissions	to	the	court	without	the	presence	or	participation	of	the	opposing	party.	Ex	parte	proceedings	are	typically	limited	to	specific	circumstances,	such	as	urgent	matters	where
immediate	action	is	required.42.	Ex	post	facto	-	Out	of	the	aftermathThe	term	"Ex	post	facto"	refers	to	laws	or	actions	that	have	retroactive	effect,	meaning	they	apply	to	events	or	actions	that	occurred	before	the	enactment	of	the	law	or	decision.	Ex	post	facto	laws	are	generally	disfavored	as	they	can	potentially	infringe	upon	an	individual's	rights	or
create	unjust	outcomes.	They	are	prohibited	in	many	legal	systems	to	ensure	fairness	and	predictability.43.	Falsus	in	uno	falsus	in	omnibus	-	It	means	false	in	one	thing,	false	in	everythingThe	maxim	"Falsus	in	uno	falsus	in	omnibus"	suggests	that	a	witness	who	is	shown	to	be	dishonest	or	untruthful	in	one	aspect	of	their	testimony	can	be	presumed	to
be	unreliable	or	untruthful	in	other	aspects	as	well.	However,	it	is	important	to	note	that	this	maxim	is	not	strictly	followed	in	Indian	law,	as	held	in	the	case	of	Suchita	Singh	and	Anr	vs	State	of	Punjab	and	Ors	(2015).44.	Fatum	-	Beyond	human	foresightThe	term	"Fatum"	refers	to	events	or	circumstances	that	are	beyond	human	foresight	or	control.	It
signifies	that	certain	outcomes	or	consequences	are	determined	by	fate	or	destiny	and	cannot	be	predicted	or	influenced	by	human	actions.	Fatum	acknowledges	the	limits	of	human	agency	and	recognizes	that	some	events	are	simply	beyond	our	control.45.	Factum	probandum	-	It	means	the	facts	that	need	to	be	provedThe	term	"Factum	probandum"
refers	to	the	facts	or	elements	of	a	case	that	need	to	be	proven	in	order	to	establish	a	claim	or	defense.	It	represents	the	essential	facts	that	must	be	demonstrated	to	convince	the	court	of	the	validity	or	truthfulness	of	a	particular	assertion.	Factum	probandum	is	a	fundamental	concept	in	legal	proceedings,	as	it	forms	the	basis	for	presenting	evidence
and	building	a	persuasive	argument.46.	Factum	probans	-	Relevant	factThe	term	"Factum	probans"	refers	to	a	fact	or	statement	of	facts	that	is	offered	as	evidence	to	prove	another	fact.	It	represents	the	actual	evidence	or	proof	that	is	presented	in	court	to	establish	the	truth	or	validity	of	a	particular	claim.	Factum	probans	is	crucial	in	the	process	of
presenting	a	case	and	supporting	legal	arguments	with	credible	and	admissible	evidence.47.	Fraus	est	celare	fraudem	-	It	is	a	fraud	to	conceal	a	fraudThe	maxim	"Fraus	est	celare	fraudem"	emphasizes	that	concealing	or	hiding	a	fraud	is	itself	considered	fraudulent.	It	signifies	that	individuals	who	engage	in	deceptive	practices	or	attempt	to	cover	up
their	fraudulent	activities	are	committing	further	acts	of	fraud.	This	maxim	reinforces	the	principle	of	honesty	and	integrity	in	legal	proceedings	and	discourages	individuals	from	engaging	in	fraudulent	behavior.48.	Functus	officio	-	No	longer	having	power	or	jurisdictionThe	term	"Functus	officio"	refers	to	a	person	or	entity	that	has	completed	their
official	duties	or	responsibilities	and	no	longer	has	the	power	or	jurisdiction	to	act.	It	signifies	that	once	a	person	has	fulfilled	their	obligations	or	completed	a	particular	role,	they	cannot	exercise	further	authority	or	make	decisions	in	that	capacity.	Functus	officio	ensures	that	individuals	or	entities	do	not	continue	to	exercise	power	beyond	their
designated	term	or	scope.49.	Furiosi	nulla	voluntas	est	-	Mentally	impaired	or	mentally	incapable	persons	cannot	validly	sign	a	will,	contract,	or	form	the	frame	of	mind	necessary	to	commit	a	crimeThe	maxim	"Furiosi	nulla	voluntas	est"	recognizes	that	mentally	impaired	or	mentally	incapable	persons	lack	the	capacity	to	form	the	necessary	intent	or
frame	of	mind	to	enter	into	a	legally	binding	contract,	sign	a	will,	or	commit	a	crime.	It	acknowledges	that	individuals	with	mental	illness	or	impairment	cannot	fully	exercise	their	free	will	or	make	informed	decisions.50.	Furious	absentis	loco	est	-	A	madman	is	like	one	who	is	absentThe	maxim	"Furious	absentis	loco	est"	suggests	that	a	person	who	is
mentally	ill	or	insane	should	be	treated	as	if	they	were	absent	or	not	present.	It	implies	that	individuals	with	severe	mental	illness	cannot	be	held	fully	accountable	for	their	actions,	as	their	mental	state	prevents	them	from	understanding	the	consequences	or	exercising	rational	judgment.51.	Furiosis	furore	suo	punier	-	A	madman	is	best	punished	by
his	own	madnessThe	maxim	"Furiosis	furore	suo	punier"	suggests	that	a	person	suffering	from	mental	illness	or	madness	is	best	punished	by	the	consequences	of	their	own	actions	or	condition.	It	implies	that	individuals	who	engage	in	harmful	or	dangerous	behavior	due	to	their	mental	state	will	ultimately	suffer	the	negative	consequences	of	their
actions,	which	can	serve	as	a	form	of	punishment.52.	Furiosis	nulla	voluntas	est	-	A	madman	has	no	willThe	maxim	"Furiosis	nulla	voluntas	est"	recognizes	that	individuals	suffering	from	mental	illness	or	insanity	lack	the	capacity	to	exercise	their	own	free	will	or	make	informed	decisions.	It	emphasizes	that	their	mental	impairment	prevents	them
from	having	the	necessary	judgment	or	control	over	their	actions.	This	maxim	underscores	the	need	for	appropriate	treatment	and	support	for	individuals	with	mental	illness.53.	Habeas	corpus	-	A	writ	to	have	the	body	of	a	person	brought	in	before	the	judgeThe	term	"Habeas	corpus"	refers	to	a	legal	writ	or	order	that	requires	a	person	who	is
detained	or	imprisoned	to	be	brought	before	a	judge	or	court.	Habeas	corpus	is	a	fundamental	safeguard	of	personal	liberty,	ensuring	that	individuals	are	not	unlawfully	or	arbitrarily	detained.	It	allows	individuals	to	challenge	the	lawfulness	of	their	detention	and	seek	relief	from	unwarranted	imprisonment.54.	Ignorantia	facit	doth	excusat,	Ignorance
juris	non-excusat	-	Ignorance	of	fact	is	an	excuse,	but	ignorance	of	the	law	is	no	excuseThe	maxim	"Ignorantia	facit	doth	excusat,	Ignorance	juris	non-excusat"	draws	a	distinction	between	ignorance	of	fact	and	ignorance	of	the	law.	It	suggests	that	individuals	may	be	excused	for	their	actions	if	they	were	genuinely	unaware	of	certain	facts	or
circumstances.	However,	ignorance	of	the	law	itself	does	not	provide	a	valid	excuse	for	violating	legal	obligations.	It	emphasizes	the	importance	of	individuals	familiarizing	themselves	with	the	law	to	ensure	compliance.55.	Ignorantia	juris	non	excusat	-	Ignorance	of	law	is	not	an	excuseThe	term	"Ignorantia	juris	non	excusat"	reflects	the	principle	that
ignorance	of	the	law	does	not	absolve	individuals	from	liability	or	legal	consequences.	It	implies	that	individuals	are	expected	to	be	aware	of	the	laws	that	govern	their	actions	and	responsibilities,	irrespective	of	their	knowledge	or	understanding.	Ignorance	of	the	law	is	generally	not	accepted	as	a	valid	defense	in	legal	proceedings.56.	Injuria	sine
damno	-	Injury	without	damageThe	maxim	"Injuria	sine	damno"	signifies	that	an	injury	or	legal	wrong	has	been	committed	without	causing	any	actual	damage	or	harm.	It	recognizes	that	certain	actions	or	behaviors	may	be	wrongful	or	violative	of	an	individual's	rights,	even	if	they	do	not	result	in	tangible	or	quantifiable	harm.	Injuria	sine	damno	is
relevant	in	cases	where	the	violation	of	a	right	itself	is	considered	sufficient	grounds	for	legal	action.57.	Ipso	facto	-	By	the	mere	factThe	term	"Ipso	facto"	is	used	to	describe	something	that	occurs	or	takes	effect	by	the	mere	fact	of	a	particular	event	or	circumstance.	It	signifies	that	a	consequence	or	result	is	automatically	triggered	or	brought	about
by	a	specific	action	or	occurrence.	Ipso	facto	situations	involve	direct	cause-and-effect	relationships,	where	the	occurrence	of	one	event	leads	to	the	automatic	occurrence	of	another.58.	In	promptu	-	In	readinessThe	term	"In	promptu"	indicates	that	something	is	prepared	or	made	available	in	readiness	for	a	particular	purpose	or	situation.	It	implies
that	necessary	resources,	information,	or	actions	have	been	taken	to	ensure	preparedness	and	efficiency	in	addressing	a	specific	need	or	requirement.	In	promptu	measures	are	essential	in	maintaining	readiness	and	responsiveness	in	various	legal	contexts.59.	In	lieu	of	-	Instead	ofThe	term	"In	lieu	of"	is	used	to	indicate	that	something	is	provided	or
received	instead	of	something	else.	It	signifies	that	an	alternative	or	substitute	is	being	offered	or	accepted	in	place	of	what	was	originally	expected	or	required.	In	legal	contexts,	in	lieu	of	payments	or	arrangements	may	be	made	to	fulfill	certain	obligations	or	expectations.60.	In	personam	-	A	proceeding	in	which	relief	is	sought	against	a	specific
personThe	term	"In	personam"	describes	a	legal	proceeding	or	action	in	which	relief	or	remedies	are	sought	against	a	specific	individual	or	party.	It	signifies	that	the	claims	or	demands	are	directed	towards	a	particular	person	and	are	intended	to	establish	personal	rights	or	liabilities.	In	personam	proceedings	involve	the	determination	of	rights	and
obligations	that	are	specific	to	the	individuals	involved.These	are	just	a	few	of	the	legal	maxims	and	phrases	that	law	students	should	be	acquainted	with.	Let's	continue	exploring	more	of	them.Maxims	for	a	Deeper	Understanding	(Continued)61.	Innuendo	-	Spoken	words	that	are	defamatory	because	they	have	a	double	meaningThe	term	"Innuendo"
refers	to	spoken	words	or	statements	that	are	defamatory	due	to	their	double	meaning	or	hidden	implications.	Innuendo	involves	the	use	of	language	or	expressions	that	may	appear	innocuous	on	the	surface	but	carry	a	defamatory	meaning	when	interpreted	or	understood	in	a	particular	context.	Innuendo	can	play	a	significant	role	in	defamation
cases,	as	it	requires	careful	analysis	of	the	intended	meaning	behind	the	words	used.62.	In	status	quo	-	In	the	present	stateThe	term	"In	status	quo"	describes	the	current	or	existing	state	of	affairs.	It	signifies	that	things	are	maintained	in	their	present	condition	or	situation	without	any	significant	changes	or	alterations.	In	legal	contexts,	in	status	quo
can	refer	to	maintaining	the	existing	rights,	responsibilities,	or	arrangements	until	a	decision	or	resolution	is	reached.63.	Inter	alia	-	Among	other	thingsThe	term	"Inter	alia"	is	used	to	indicate	that	something	is	part	of	a	larger	set	or	list	of	things.	It	signifies	that	the	item	or	concept	being	discussed	is	one	of	several	examples	or	instances	that	fall
within	a	broader	category.	Inter	alia	is	often	used	to	highlight	that	the	mentioned	item	is	not	exhaustive	and	that	there	are	additional	relevant	elements	or	considerations.64.	Inter	vivos	-	Between	living	people	(especially	of	a	gift	as	opposed	to	a	legacy)The	term	"Inter	vivos"	refers	to	transactions	or	arrangements	that	occur	between	living	individuals,
particularly	in	the	context	of	gifts.	It	signifies	that	the	transfer	of	property,	rights,	or	obligations	takes	place	during	the	lifetime	of	the	parties	involved,	as	opposed	to	occurring	through	a	will	or	inheritance	after	death.	Inter	vivos	transactions	are	typically	voluntary	and	require	the	consent	of	all	parties.65.	Interest	Reipublicae	Ut	Sit	Finis	Litium	-	It
means	it	is	in	the	interest	of	the	state	that	there	should	be	an	end	to	litigationThe	maxim	"Interest	Reipublicae	Ut	Sit	Finis	Litium"	highlights	the	importance	of	bringing	an	end	to	litigation	in	the	interest	of	the	state	or	public	welfare.	It	emphasizes	the	need	for	timely	and	efficient	resolution	of	legal	disputes	to	ensure	the	stability	and	functioning	of
the	legal	system.	This	maxim	recognizes	that	prolonged	litigation	can	lead	to	social	and	economic	costs	and	encourages	the	promotion	of	alternative	dispute	resolution	methods.66.	Jus	cogens	or	ius	cogens	-	Compelling	lawThe	term	"Jus	cogens"	or	"ius	cogens"	refers	to	peremptory	norms	or	principles	of	law	that	are	considered	fundamental	and	non-
derogable.	Jus	cogens	norms	are	seen	as	compelling	and	universally	recognized,	superseding	other	laws	or	agreements	that	may	conflict	with	them.	They	represent	the	highest	level	of	legal	norms	and	cover	areas	such	as	human	rights,	genocide,	and	crimes	against	humanity.67.	Jus	in	personam	-	Right	against	a	specific	person	(or	party)The	term	"Jus
in	personam"	refers	to	a	legal	right	or	claim	that	is	enforceable	against	a	specific	individual	or	party.	It	signifies	that	the	right	is	personal	and	can	be	asserted	or	exercised	against	a	particular	person.	Jus	in	personam	encompasses	rights	such	as	contractual	obligations,	tort	claims,	or	familial	rights	that	are	specific	to	the	parties	involved.68.	Jus	in	rem
-	Right	against	the	world	at	largeThe	term	"Jus	in	rem"	represents	a	legal	right	or	claim	that	is	enforceable	against	the	world	at	large.	It	signifies	that	the	right	is	not	limited	to	specific	individuals	or	parties	but	extends	to	all	individuals	within	a	particular	jurisdiction.	Jus	in	rem	rights	typically	involve	property	ownership,	intellectual	property	rights,	or
other	rights	that	can	be	asserted	against	anyone	who	infringes	upon	them.For	the	latest	updates	on	hate	speech	laws	in	India	and	other	legal	matters,	visit	Legalstix	Law	School	-	your	go-to	resource	for	legal	insights	and	information.	1	Suo	moto:	own	motion	2	Deeming	fiction	cannot	be	stretched	beyonyd	the	purpose	for	which	it	is	created	3	The
words	used	in	Law	are	not	used	for	nothing	4	To	invoke	Provision:	To	make	use	of	particular	provision	5	Ipso	Facto:	By	this	fact	alone	or	because	of	this	matter	alone	6	‘MAY’	may	be	treated	as	‘SHALL’	but	‘SHALL’	shall	not	be	treated	as	‘MAY’	7	Tenable:	Acceptable	in	law	8	Redundant	Provision	:	Out	of	Force	or	Outdated	Provision	9	Quasi	:	Almost
Similar	to	10	Quasi-Criminal:	Almost	equal	to	criminal	11	Jurisprudence:	Law	relating	to	particular	matter	12	Mensrea:	Guilty	Mind	13	Ibid:	As	printed	earlier	14	Suo	Moto:	On	its	own	15	Prima	Facie:	On	its	face	16	Non	est:	What	is	not	in	existence	/	Non	existing	thing	17	Call	in	question:	To	challenge	18	De	Nova:	Completely	New	19	Sine	quo	non:
Most	essential	thing	20	Purposes	of	this	Act:	Proceeding	must	be	pending	21	Reason	to	believe	Vs	Reason	to	suspect:	Refer	various	caselaws	22	Derived	from	&	attributable	to:	Derived	from	refers	to	direct	connection	with	a	particular	matter	whereas	attributable	to	refers	to	an	indirect	connection	23	Mutatis	Mutandis:	After	making	necessary
changes	as	may	be	required	24	Discovery	Vs	Detection:	Discovery	is	made	by	the	assessee	whereas	detection	is	done	by	the	Assessing	Officer	25	To	Quash:	The	process	of	cancelling	the	proceeding	of	Assessing	Authorities	by	Judicial	Authorities	26	So	far	as	may	be:	To	the	extent	possible	27	Travisity	of	Justice	:	A	ridiculous	interpretation	of	a	very
serious	statement,	making	a	mockery	of	a	very	serious	matter	28	To	impugne	:	To	challenge	29	Save	as	otherwise	provided	:	Except	to	the	extent	as	oppositely	provided	30	If	one	section	is	overriding	the	other	section	:	Use	Words	“Not	withstanding	anything	contained	in	……”	31	If	one	section	is	superceded	by	the	other	section:	Use	words	“Save	as
otherwise	provided………..”	32	Other	provisions	apply	in	General	way:	Use	words	“Without	prejudice	to	the	provisions	……………..”	33	Reckoned:	Recognised,	Counted,	Calculated	34	Doctrine	of	Merger:	When	an	order	passed	by	the	lower	authority	is	superseded	by	the	higher	authority	35	Doctrine:	Principle	or	saying	in	general	acceptance	36	In	Pari
Material	Pavi	Causa:	Same	material,	same	content	{Eg.	Sec.	24B	of	IT	Act,	1922	is	Pari	Material	with	Sec.	159	of	IT	Act,	1961.	In	such	a	case	a	judgement	given	in	respect	of	section	24B	would	be	valid	in	respect	of	sec.	159}	37	Per	se	:	By	itself	38	Cy	Press	:	As	near	as	possible	39	Tax	is	always	charged,	Interest	is	levied	and	Penalty	is	imposed	40
Deductions	are	admissible,	Relief	is	granted.	41	Return	is	always	furnished,	the	Assessment	order	is	made	/	passed.	42	De	hors	:	Independent	of	43	Order	of	Injunction	of	HC	:	Stay	order.	44	Several	Liability	means	separate	liability.	[Refer	sections	168(3),	171(7),	179(1)	178(5)	&	188A.]	45	Legatee	is	a	person	for	whose	benefit	there	exists	an	asset	of
a	deceased	46	Locus	Standi:	Directly	involved	in	relation	or	deal.	47	Garnishee	Proceeding:	The	proceeding	that	gives	Govt.	the	right	to	attach	(i.e.	forcibly	take	over)	any	asset	from	a	person	who	is	a	defaulter.	48	Vitiate	Proceedings:	To	make	proceedings	null,	and	void.	49	Inter	alia	:	Among	other	things.	50	Audit	Altream	partem:	It	is	a	principle	of
natural	justice.	According	to	this	principle,	which	is	the	principle	in	every	civilized	jurisprudence,	a	person	against	whom	any	action	is	sought	to	be	taken	or	a	person	whose	rights	or	interests	are	to	be	affected	should	be	given	a	reasonable	opportunity	to	defend	himself.		51	Resjudicata	:	[Once	the	decision	of	HC	comes	then	on	that	same	point	again
appeal	cannot	be	made.]	The	issue	of	Law	which	has	been	already	decided	shall	not	be	pleaded	for	review.	52	In	Limine:	At	the	outset	(i.e.	at	the	beginning)	53	Suspended	animus:	An	order	under	Appeal	is	not	subject	to	any	action	by	any	authority	till	the	order	disposing	of	the	appeal	is	available.	54	Subjudice:	Under	an	appeal	to	a	court,	decision
awaited.	55	Adjudicate:	Consider	for	judgement.	A	court	adjudicates	means	gives	its	decision	on	a	particular	matter.	56	Akin:	Similar	to;	of	the	same	type	Coterminus:	Similar	to;	of	the	same	type	57	Impediment:	Obstacles	or	Hindrance.	58	Sine	Di:	For	indefinite	period.	59	To	deduce:	Logically	come	to	the	conclusion.	60	Purview:	Scope	61	Bounty:
Additional	Advantage	62	Ad	Hoc:	Without	any	particular	rate,	percentage,	proportion.	63	Ad	infinitum:	Without	any	Time	limit.	64	Ad	interim:	In	the	Mean	Time	65	Bonafide:	Genuine	66	Surmises:	Presumptions,	own	assumptions	67	Defacto:	Infact	68	Defjure:	In	Law,	irrespective	of	whatever	the	facts.	69	Ejusdem	Generis	:	Of	the	same	kind	70	Ex-
gratia	:	As	a	matter	of	grace	ir	favour	71	Ignorantia	Legis	known	excusat	:	Ignorance	of	law	is	not	excused	72	Mesne	Profit	:	Profit	earned	by	somebody	by	wrongful	possession	of	property.	73	Modus	Operandi	:	Mode	of	Operation	/	Manner	of	working	74	Nexus	:	Close	connection	link.	75	Onus	probandi:	Onus	of	proof	/	The	burden	of	Proof.	76	Non
obnstante	clause:	That	provision	has	a	superseding	effect	on	any	other	provision	77	Raison	D’etre:	Reason	or	justification	for	existence.	78	Ratio	Decidendi:	Reason	for	deciding	/	Grounds	for	decision	79	Suijuris	:	of	his	own	right.	80	Assessee	engaged	in	…………….	:	The	activity	should	have	started	81	Option	Vs	Discretion:	Whenever	choices	is
available	to	the	assessee	in	respect	of	any	matter.	Law	uses	the	word	at	his	option	–	for	eg:	1.	Sec	11(11)	–	Explanation	to	Sec.	11	(11)	2.	Sec.	23(4)	82	amicus	curiae	:	Friend	of	court;	one	who	voluntarily	or	on	invitation	of	the	court,	and	not	on	instructions	of	any	party,	helps	the	court	in	any	judicial	proceedings	83	audi	alteram	:	hear	the	other	side.



Both	sides	should	be	heard	before	a	decision	is	arrived	at	84	caveat	emptor:	let	the	purchaser	beware.	A	———-	implying	that	the	buyer	must	be	cautious,	as	the	risk	is	his	and	not	that	of	the	seller.	85	cestui	que	trust:	a	beneficiary	under	a	trust,	the	person	for	whose	benefit	the	trust	is	created	86	ex	officio:	by	virtue	of	an	office.	87	ex	parte:
expression	used	to	signify	something	done	or	said	by	one	person	not	in	the	presence	of	his	opponent.	88	fait	accompli:	An	accomplished	act.	89	obiter	diccum:	an	opinion	of	law	not	necessary	to	the	decision.	An	expression	of	opinion	(formed)	by	a	judge	on	a	question	immaterial	to	the	ratio	decidendi,	and	unnecessary	for	the	decision	of	the	particular
case.	It	is	no	way	binding	on	any	court,	but	may	receive	attention	as	being	an	opinion	of	the	high	authority.	90	pendente	lite:	during	litigation.	91	per	incuriam:	through	carelessness,	through	inadvertence.	A	decision	of	the	court	is	not	binding	precedent	if	given	peer	incuriam,	that	is,	without	the	court’s	attention	having	been	drawn	to	the	relevant
authorities,	or	statutes.	92	pro	tanto:	to	that	extent,	for	so	much,	for	as	much	as	may	be.	93	quid	pro	quo	:	the	giving	of	one	thing	of	value	for	another	thing	of	value;	one	for	the	other;	thing	given	as	compensation.	94	Ratio	Decidendi:	Reason	for	deciding	/	Grounds	for	decision	95	res	integra	:	an	untouched	matter;	a	point	without	a	precedent;	a	case
of	novel	impression.	96	rule	njsi	:	a	rule	to	show	cause	why	a	party	should	not	do	a	certain	act,	or	why	the	object	of	the	rule	should	not	be	enforced.	97	in	personam:	against	the	person;	an	act	or	preceeding	done	or	directed	with	reference	to	no	specific	person	or	with	reference	to	all	whom	it	might	concern.	98	in	rem	:	an	act	/	proceeding	done	or
directed	with	reference	to	no	specific	person	or	with	refernce	to	all	whom	it	might	concern.	99	inter	vivos	:	between	living	persons.	100	intestate:	a	person	is	deemed	to	die	intestate	in	respect	of	property	of	which	he	or	she	has	not	made	a	testamentary	disposition	(“will”)	capable	of	taking	effect.	101	intra	vires:	within	the	powers;	within	the	authority
given	by	law.	102	ipse	dixit:	he	himself	said	it;	there	is	no	other	authority.	103	ipso	jure:	by	the	law	itself	;	by	the	mere	operation	of	law.	104	lis	pe	ndens	:	a	pending	suit.	105	rule	absolute	:	when,	having	heard	counsels,	court	directs	the	performance	of	that	act	forthwith.	Also	Read:	Arbitration	and	Conciliation	Act,	1996	:	Power	and	Function	of
Arbitration	106	sine	die:	without	delay.	107	stare	decisis:	to	stand	by	things	decided;	to	abide	by	precedents	where	the	same	points	come	again	in	litigation.	108	status	quo:	existing	condition.	109	sub	judice:	before	a	judge	or	court;	pending	decision	of	a	competent	court.	110	ultra	vires	:	beyond	one’s	power..


