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Starting a home-based business offers great risks and rewards for a savvy entrepreneur. Professionals seeking to run organizations from their home often invest in a business license or incorporation to protect themselves against potential lawsuits or other liabilities. Not all business ideas require licensing, however; opportunities exist for home
businesses without a license. Opening a home business without a license has its share of pitfalls — avoiding them may increase the longevity and profitability of the business. Choose a business that avoids retail sales or regulated industries. Home businesses that engage in retail sales typically must report sales or use taxes and receive licenses to
collect such. Federal- or state-regulated businesses often have mandatory licensing requirements. Check with your local chamber of commerce to verify if these requirements exist in your area. Consider service-based operations with low liability. Consulting, data entry or freelance work typically doesn't require licensing or bonding and avoids the
hassles of purchasing liability insurance. Without a license, any legal recourse taken against the company goes directly after the owner’s assets. Verify local zoning regulations for businesses operating in residential areas. Not all laws regarding home businesses come directly from state offices. Local zoning laws may limit the number of deliveries,
occupants and visitors or impose other limits on unlicensed home operations. Advertise your services through professional publications in the field, classified ads or sponsorship of events. Home businesses that offer telecommuting, such as data entry or appointment setting, may have a national marketing reach, while localized services should focus
on the immediate community. Warnings Never falsely claim to be licensed, bonded or insured. False claims may put all personal and business assets at risk. Most businesses in Mississippi require a business license to legally operate. Typically, such a document is approved by the local city or county where the business operates, and while it does not
necessarily condone business practices, it does prove the company is legal to operate. Specific regulations vary for each jurisdiction, but there are several general guidelines that apply for those wishing to get a business license in Mississippi. Most business owners choose to get their own business license, but there are also several firms that
specialized in filing such applications for other companies. But some types of businesses don't need a Mississippi business license. if you are a sole proprietor (self-employed individual) you do not have to get a business license in Mississippi. State licenses are typically required for real estate agents, health professionals, contractors, and restaurants.
Other businesses are issued licenses on a local level. And some require both. Due to the complex nature of Mississippi business licensing requirements, it's best to visit the Mississippi Secretary of State website and answer a few questions to receive personalized guidance on whether your business needs a license. Even if you do not collect sales tax
from your customers - for example, if you manufacture a product for resale - you generally must have a sales tax certificate in addition to your business license. You can visit or call your local city or town hall to find out what is required for getting a business license and to pick up the forms in person. The usual department is Licenses or Planning and
Zoning in the state of Mississippi. Also, many jurisdictions have business license forms available online. Whether you got the Mississippi Secretary of State forms in person or printed them from the Internet, follow the instructions on the forms and complete them honestly and completely. You will need to answer questions such as the nature of your
business, owner name, and location of operation. Some jurisdictions require that you have your application notarized. If paperwork is just not up your alley, consider hiring a firm to apply for your Mississippi business license on your behalf. These companies identify every license and permit you'll need to operate legally in Mississippi. Take your
business license application to the appropriate Mississippi local city or town hall. You will be required to pay fees for your business license depending on the number of employees you have. The amounts vary depending on community, but business owners in Jackson, Mississippi can expect to pay $20 to $150. This is a general rate throughout most of
the state. Before going to file your application and pay your fees, call the office and find out what form payment must take - many offices accept credit or debit cards, but some accept only cash or money order. Submit to any required inspections or additional licensing regulations if you are in a special business, such as a restaurant, pawn shop, dance
hall, or massage parlor. Mississippi requires restaurants have Health Department inspections, and charges additional fees and investigates applications for businesses such as car washes and pawn shops. In addition, you may be required to pay additional fees for snack and amusement machines you place in your establishment. Get a copy of your
local Mississippi business license once all fees and relevant inspections are completed, and display it in a visible place in your company location. Renew your Mississippi business license each year to keep your company in good legal standing. In the Commonwealth of Virginia, applying for a business license is the final step in the process of obtaining
the permits, registrations, and other licenses required for your particular business. A Virginia business license is actually issued by your local (city or county) government, but they will not process your application until you have completed the preliminary steps. You will need to get a Virginia business license for each business location. Fortunately,
most of the preliminary documentation you must have is used for all locations, so you won’t need to go through the entire process for each license. Begin by checking with your local zoning commission to be sure your proposed business location is zoned for your type of business. In some cases you will need a special permit (to serve food or alcohol,
for example). If it’s a home based business, you need to check to see if your business activities are allowed in a residential setting. Apply to the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) for an Employer Identification Number (EIN). You need an EIN to file and pay federal payroll taxes, including Social Security, Medicare, and FUTA (unemployment) taxes. You
may download the application and instructions from the IRS website (IRS.gov). Contact the Virginia Department of Professional and Occupational Registration to obtain any required licenses and certifications. Some business activities (such as health care and skilled trades) require specific educational credentials and/or certification. Their phone
number is (804) 367-8500. Register your business name. Sometimes called a Fictitious Business Name (FBN) a registered business name is required if you are doing business under any name other than your own. It allows you to accept checks and make other transactions in the name of the business. Once you have registered your business name, it
cannot be used by anyone else. Contact the Virginia State Corporation Commission at (804) 371-9733 (outside Richmond 1-866-772-2551) for details and the county office where you need to apply for a FBN. Get a Sales and Use Tax number from the Virginia Department of Taxation You can contact them at (804) 367-8037. You also must file with the
Virginia Employment Commission to arrange payment of state unemployment (SUTA) taxes. Their phone number is (804) 786-1485. Finally, arrange for worker’s compensation insurance through the Virginia Worker’s Compensation Commission (toll free number 1-877-664-2566). Get a Virginia business license from your city or county once you have
obtained all the necessary documents (Steps 1-5). Normally this is handled through the local tax revenue office and your business license will also serve as your local tax identification number. When your business partners with other businesses or professionals, it is important to know whether they are reputable and properly licensed. Online reviews
or recommendations from colleagues can cover the reputable part, but what about making sure everything is in place from a legal perspective? There are many ways to find business license information for just about anyone as well as ways to check on professional licensure. Knowing which licenses to search can be complex, especially when different
layers of licensing are involved. For instance, if you are seeing a therapist at a local group practice, she likely holds a professional mental health license, and the practice probably also holds business licenses. To look up a professional's license, you will need to be in touch with the licensing board, while business licensing information is typically
available from local, state or federal governmental agencies. Some professionals are not required to obtain business or professional licenses in order to set up shop. Your favorite business coach who works online in a state that does not require coaches to obtain a business license might not have any licenses at all. As a coach and not a therapist,
business coaches do not need professional licensure. In order to ensure they practice as ethically as possible, ask about professional certifications and then look up the organizations that certified them. You should be able to find their standards of practice or take heed if there are none. Business license requirements vary by location and business.
Some areas require businesses to pull licenses on multiple levels. For instance, a clothing boutique might need to have licenses from the city, county and state, or a county license might be all that is required. Some independent contractors might not be required to have a business license at all. Start by going to the websites for the city, county and
state in which the business is located. Some areas even have help lines that you can call in order to inquire about licensing rules, including information about local businesses that are already registered. Once you find business license information, you might also discover that permits are required for the work a professional is completing for you. This
is especially true in the case of building and renovations. The city's planning and inspection departments keep public records of permits. You might be able to access those online or by visiting the office to get copies of the records in person. The secretary of state where a business is located should offer a business license lookup option on their
website. In most states, your search results will tell you the date the business was formed, whether or not it is currently active and the type of business it is. For instance, it might say that a business is a limited liability company, a sole proprietorship or a nonprofit. For nonprofits that claim to have a 501(c)(3) status, once you complete a state-level
business license lookup, you need to obtain verification on a federal level. The IRS has a tax-exempt organization search page on their website. You can search for an organization by name or employer identification number and then click on the appropriate listing. That listing will give you the organization's name and EIN as well as grant you access
to their IRS determination letter and past tax information. When hiring a contractor to partner with you or your business, it is important to check contractor license number information against your state's database. The contractor license board is often found under the department of consumer affairs website for your state. Search options typically
include searching by name, business name or license number. The American Bar Association has a lawyer licensing page that links you to your state's bar association search page. From there, you can enter a lawyer's identification number, name or location. The results page will show the lawyer's name, ID number, location, contact information and
whether he is currently eligible to practice law in that state. As in many other professions, lawyers need a license in each state in which they practice. Not all professionals who help people with mental illnesses are licensed mental health professionals. Trauma recovery coaches, inpatient psychiatric hospital staff and others many not be required to be
licensed. Sometimes, they must work under the supervision of a licensed mental health professional but not always. Ask your mental health professional if she maintains any licensures so you can verify them with the appropriate board. Many states have separate boards for licensed professional counselors, marriage and family therapists,
psychologists, pastoral counselors, social workers and more. Psychiatrists are licensed through the medical board, while nurse practitioners are licensed through the board of nursing. Like mental health professionals, finding licensing information for medical professionals can be more complex than checking a contractor license number or checking
for a legal license. Your state medical board maintains information on all physicians and physician specialties, while the nursing board covers all nurses, including nurse practitioners and nurse midwives. The department of health and human services maintains information on other medical professionals, like nurse aides, feeding assistants and more.
Teachers who educate children in public school settings are required to maintain a current teaching license, and you can check on their license through your state's teacher licensing board. You can normally search by name or license number to see if a teacher is licensed and if the license is current. Private school teachers are not always required to
be licensed, but private schools may have other requirements for their teachers, and you can ask about background checks. Business real estate deals often involve a lot of money and some risk, so ensuring your real estate agent or broker is properly licensed can help protect your bottom line. The real estate commission in your state should have a
website where you can search by name, business name, license number and city. Listing results should show you whether she is active or not and what type of license she holds. Cosmetology licenses are required for anyone who cuts, styles or colors hair, but shampooers are exempt. Many states offer specialized cosmetology licenses for nail
technicians and additional licenses for those teaching in cosmetology schools or running their own salon. Your state's cosmetology board website should have a page where you can search by name or license number. Search results will show you the license type, class and expiration date. When you complete a license search with the appropriate
parties but do not see a business or individual listed, double check your information and try again. Sometimes, it is an honest mistake, and people are not trying to deceive you. It could very well be that the website has a technical glitch, the professional is practicing in an unlicensed profession, his legal name is spelled differently or he is listed with
another board.
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