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Today	this	expression	broadly	means	that	your	mannerisms	and	characteristics	make	you	who	you	are,	that	is	to	say	people	are	judged	by	their	manners	and	conduct.	But	in	its	earliest	use,	as	manners	maketh	man,	it	likely	had	a	broader	meaning--that	manners	make	us	human	-	that	politeness	and	etiquette	are	what	prevent	us	from	falling	into
savagery.	The	Random	House	Dictionary	of	America's	Popular	Proverbs	and	Sayings	traces	manners	maketh	man	to	the	middle	of	the	14th	century	but	without	citing	a	specific	reference.	The	earliest	reference	BookBrowse	could	find	was	in	the	work	of	William	Horman	who	was	headmaster	of	Eton	and	then	Winchester	in	the	late	15th	century.
Winchester	College	still	retains	"manners	makyth	man"	as	its	motto,	as	does	New	College,	Oxford,	both	of	which	were	founded	by	William	of	Wykeham,	Bishop	of	Winchester,	in	the	14th	century.	The	Vulgaria,	a	Latin	textbook	published	in	1519,	is	considered	the	most	important	of	Horman's	surviving	works.	It	is	a	collection	of	English	phrases	with
their	Latin	translations	with	a	strong	leaning	towards	topics	such	as	manners,	religion	and	natural	history.	Vulgar	is	Latin	for	"common"	or	"pertaining	to	the	common/ordinary	people."	Thus	vulgaria	essentially	translates	as	"common	things"	or	"everyday	sayings",	as	such	it's	safe	to	assume	that	most	if	not	all	of	the	expressions	in	the	book	were	in
common	use	at	the	time.	In	addition	to	being	an	early	record	of	the	expression	"manners	maketh	man",	Horman's	Vulgaria	contains	the	earliest	known	reference	to	"necessity	is	the	mother	of	invention,"	(mater	artium	necessitas).	More	expressions	and	their	source	Challenge	yourself	with	BookBrowse	Wordplays	The	origin	of	the	proverb	‘manners
maketh	man’	is	often	said	to	be	in	the	writings	of	a	man	called	William	Horman,	who	lived	between	1440	and	1535.	Horman	was	the	headmaster	at	Eton	School	in	England	and	he	also	taught	at	Winchester	School	in	England.	Horman	wrote	a	book	known	as	the	‘Vulgaria’:	the	book’s	title	is	a	Latin	word,	which	can	be	loosely	translated	as	‘everyday
sayings’	or	‘common	sayings’.	Widely	attested	to	be	his	most	important	work,	the	Vulgaria	is	a	collection	of	common	proverbs,	and	among	them	is	‘manners	maketh	man’.	However,	the	principle	behind	the	Vulgaria	is	that	Horman	was	writing	down	proverbs	that	were	already	in	common	use.	Thus,	it	is	very	likely	that	this	proverb	was	already	popular
in	Britain	before	Horman	wrote	it	down:	it	may	have	been	in	existence	for	centuries	before	Horman	was	born.	Meaning	of	the	proverb.	The	proverb	‘manners	maketh	man’	means	that	politeness	and	good	manners	are	essential	to	humanity.	Manners	means	being	polite	and	cultured.	Maketh	here	means	to	complete,	perfect,	or	create.	Man	refers	not
just	to	men	but	to	all	humankind.	So,	the	proverb	is	extolling	the	virtues	of	good	manners.	This	proverb	is	thus	often	used	as	a	way	to	remind	people	to	be	polite.	Good	manners	can	apply	to	several	aspects	of	human	life,	including	how	we	speak,	the	words	we	use,	our	tone	of	voice,	our	gestures	and	our	actions.	Sometimes,	this	proverb	is	taken	to
mean	that	good	manners	are	what	distinguish	humans	from	animals.	They	are,	quite	literally,	what	‘make’	us	human.	The	idea	that	manners	‘make’	human	beings	can	be	unpacked	further.	If	make	means	to	make	perfect,	good	manners	are	the	finishing	touches	to	a	human’s	personality	and	behavior.	If	make	means	to	create,	the	proverb	is	suggesting
that	humans	are	definitively	created	by	their	manners.	Yet	another	interpretation	of	the	proverb	has	to	do	with	habit.	The	proverb	could	be	interpreted	to	mean	that	good	manners	or	social	codes	of	conduct	shape	our	personalities,	and	that	habitually	acting	in	a	certain	way	starts	to	mold	and	shape	our	personality.	According	to	this	interpretation,
good	manners	are	not	just	ornaments	to	our	lives,	but	they	actually	shape	how	we	think.	It	is	clear,	then,	that	there	are	several	different	ways	of	understanding	this	proverb.	All	of	them	broadly	agree	that	the	proverb	means	that	good	manners	are	very	important	to	human	nature.	But,	depending	on	the	interpretation,	this	importance	could	be	due	to
any	one	of	the	below:	Good	manners’	ability	to	distinguish	humans	from	animals.	Good	manners	being	a	core	part	of	what	it	is	to	be	a	good	human.	Good	manners’	power	to	make	a	good	person	even	better.	Good	manners’	power	to	shape	our	personalities.	Expansion	on	this	idea.	Good	manners	may	relate	to	older	ideas	about	civilization.	Humans
have,	historically,	often	been	differentiated	from	other	species	because	humans	are	civilized.	Good	manners	are,	it	might	be	argued,	one	of	the	things	that	make	us	civilized.	On	this	reading,	good	manners	are	an	essential	aspect	of	our	humanity.	People	have	debated	throughout	the	ages	whether	it	is	true	that	good	manners	are	more	than	just	an
ornament.	For	some	people,	our	manners	do	not	have	any	bearing	on	whether	we	are	truly	good	people:	on	this	argument,	we	can	do	kind	and	good	acts	in	an	impolite	way.	These	people	believe	that	whether	or	not	we	say	‘please’	or	‘thank	you’	is	not	a	deep	question	about	how	good	we	are.	However,	for	other	people,	how	polite	and	civilized	we	are	in
our	dealings	with	others	does	indicate	something	about	how	good	a	person	we	are.	Perhaps	this	is	because	good	manners	demonstrate	a	sense	of	respect	for	other	human	beings:	this	kind	of	respect	is	at	the	core	of	many	systems	of	morality.	Whether	or	not	they	are	essential	to	what	makes	us	human,	good	manners	play	an	important	role	in	keeping
all	aspects	of	social	life	running	smoothly.	Being	polite	and	thoughtful	avoids	arguments.	Respectful	manners	help	us	to	work	well	with	our	colleagues.	Importance	of	the	proverb.	1.	Social	lubrication:	Good	manners	-	for	instance	saying	‘please’	and	‘thank	you’	-	are	often	described	as	‘social	lubrication’.	This	means	that	politeness	helps	society	to	run
smoothly	as	it	helps	social	interactions	to	go	without	a	hitch.	2.	Preventing	conflict:	It	is	amazing	how	much	conflict	can	be	prevented	simply	by	being	polite	when	we	make	requests	of	others.	When	we	demand	overbearingly	that	other	people	do	something	for	us,	they	can	often	respond	with	hostility.	But,	when	we	ask	politely	and	respectfully,	they
are	more	likely	to	see	us	as	an	ally.	3.	The	importance	of	outward	conduct:	The	proverb	‘manners	maketh	man’	reminds	us	that	it	is	important	to	behave	in	a	way	that	demonstrates	our	respect	for	others.	Of	course,	some	people	might	argue	that	all	that	matters	is	that	you	are	a	good	person	inside.	However,	if	we	concentrate	on	demonstrating	that
goodness	through	good	manners,	our	kind	thoughts	shine	through	for	all	the	world	to	see.	4.	Being	part	of	society:	Good	manners	are	often	described	as	being	‘civilized’.	When	we	adhere	to	the	notion	that	‘manners	maketh	man’,	we	acknowledge	that	we	belong	to	part	of	a	civilized	society	in	which	we	must	all	bear	each	other’s	needs	in	mind	and
take	care	of	each	other.	5.	Resolving	disputes:	Sometimes	all	that	it	takes	to	end	an	argument	is	to	take	a	step	back	and	introduce	a	more	polite	and	respectful	tone	into	the	conversation.	6.	Personal	development:	Remembering	the	proverb	‘manners	maketh	man’	can	encourage	us	to	attend	to	our	personal	development	both	in	terms	of	our	outward
behavior	and	our	inner	life.	7.	Making	a	good	impression:	Other	people	cannot	read	our	minds,	but	they	can	see	our	behavior	and	observe	our	manners.	If	we	want	to	make	a	good	impression	on	others	(whether	in	a	professional	context	as	we	network	with	business	contacts,	or	whether	in	a	personal	context	as	we	make	new	friends),	ensuring	that	we
always	act	with	good	manners	is	a	very	good	idea.	First	impressions	count,	and	very	often	people	react	to	good	manners	in	a	positive	way	without	consciously	realizing	how	much	those	good	manners	affected	them.	Conclusion.	This	proverb	is	centuries	old,	and	it	reminds	us	to	pay	attention	to	the	way	in	which	we	act	in	society.	Many	people	would
argued	that	good	manners	are	essential	if	we	want	to	demonstrate	our	respect	for	other	people	and	to	make	a	good	impression	on	everyone	that	we	meet.	Having	good	manners	is	very	important	if	everyone	in	society	is	to	coexist	in	peace	and	harmony.	The	origin	of	the	proverb	‘manners	maketh	man’	is	often	said	to	be	in	the	writings	of	a	man	called
William	Horman,	who	lived	between	1440	and	1535.	Horman	was	the	headmaster	at	Eton	School	in	England	and	he	also	taught	at	Winchester	School	in	England.	Horman	wrote	a	book	known	as	the	‘Vulgaria’:	the	book’s	title	is	a	Latin	word,	which	can	be	loosely	translated	as	‘everyday	sayings’	or	‘common	sayings’.	Widely	attested	to	be	his	most
important	work,	the	Vulgaria	is	a	collection	of	common	proverbs,	and	among	them	is	‘manners	maketh	man’.	However,	the	principle	behind	the	Vulgaria	is	that	Horman	was	writing	down	proverbs	that	were	already	in	common	use.	Thus,	it	is	very	likely	that	this	proverb	was	already	popular	in	Britain	before	Horman	wrote	it	down:	it	may	have	been	in
existence	for	centuries	before	Horman	was	born.	Meaning	of	the	proverb.	The	proverb	‘manners	maketh	man’	means	that	politeness	and	good	manners	are	essential	to	humanity.	Manners	means	being	polite	and	cultured.	Maketh	here	means	to	complete,	perfect,	or	create.	Man	refers	not	just	to	men	but	to	all	humankind.	So,	the	proverb	is	extolling
the	virtues	of	good	manners.	This	proverb	is	thus	often	used	as	a	way	to	remind	people	to	be	polite.	Good	manners	can	apply	to	several	aspects	of	human	life,	including	how	we	speak,	the	words	we	use,	our	tone	of	voice,	our	gestures	and	our	actions.	Sometimes,	this	proverb	is	taken	to	mean	that	good	manners	are	what	distinguish	humans	from
animals.	They	are,	quite	literally,	what	‘make’	us	human.	The	idea	that	manners	‘make’	human	beings	can	be	unpacked	further.	If	make	means	to	make	perfect,	good	manners	are	the	finishing	touches	to	a	human’s	personality	and	behavior.	If	make	means	to	create,	the	proverb	is	suggesting	that	humans	are	definitively	created	by	their	manners.	Yet
another	interpretation	of	the	proverb	has	to	do	with	habit.	The	proverb	could	be	interpreted	to	mean	that	good	manners	or	social	codes	of	conduct	shape	our	personalities,	and	that	habitually	acting	in	a	certain	way	starts	to	mold	and	shape	our	personality.	According	to	this	interpretation,	good	manners	are	not	just	ornaments	to	our	lives,	but	they
actually	shape	how	we	think.	It	is	clear,	then,	that	there	are	several	different	ways	of	understanding	this	proverb.	All	of	them	broadly	agree	that	the	proverb	means	that	good	manners	are	very	important	to	human	nature.	But,	depending	on	the	interpretation,	this	importance	could	be	due	to	any	one	of	the	below:	Good	manners’	ability	to	distinguish
humans	from	animals.	Good	manners	being	a	core	part	of	what	it	is	to	be	a	good	human.	Good	manners’	power	to	make	a	good	person	even	better.	Good	manners’	power	to	shape	our	personalities.	Expansion	on	this	idea.	Good	manners	may	relate	to	older	ideas	about	civilization.	Humans	have,	historically,	often	been	differentiated	from	other	species
because	humans	are	civilized.	Good	manners	are,	it	might	be	argued,	one	of	the	things	that	make	us	civilized.	On	this	reading,	good	manners	are	an	essential	aspect	of	our	humanity.	People	have	debated	throughout	the	ages	whether	it	is	true	that	good	manners	are	more	than	just	an	ornament.	For	some	people,	our	manners	do	not	have	any	bearing
on	whether	we	are	truly	good	people:	on	this	argument,	we	can	do	kind	and	good	acts	in	an	impolite	way.	These	people	believe	that	whether	or	not	we	say	‘please’	or	‘thank	you’	is	not	a	deep	question	about	how	good	we	are.	However,	for	other	people,	how	polite	and	civilized	we	are	in	our	dealings	with	others	does	indicate	something	about	how	good
a	person	we	are.	Perhaps	this	is	because	good	manners	demonstrate	a	sense	of	respect	for	other	human	beings:	this	kind	of	respect	is	at	the	core	of	many	systems	of	morality.	Whether	or	not	they	are	essential	to	what	makes	us	human,	good	manners	play	an	important	role	in	keeping	all	aspects	of	social	life	running	smoothly.	Being	polite	and
thoughtful	avoids	arguments.	Respectful	manners	help	us	to	work	well	with	our	colleagues.	Importance	of	the	proverb.	1.	Social	lubrication:	Good	manners	-	for	instance	saying	‘please’	and	‘thank	you’	-	are	often	described	as	‘social	lubrication’.	This	means	that	politeness	helps	society	to	run	smoothly	as	it	helps	social	interactions	to	go	without	a
hitch.	2.	Preventing	conflict:	It	is	amazing	how	much	conflict	can	be	prevented	simply	by	being	polite	when	we	make	requests	of	others.	When	we	demand	overbearingly	that	other	people	do	something	for	us,	they	can	often	respond	with	hostility.	But,	when	we	ask	politely	and	respectfully,	they	are	more	likely	to	see	us	as	an	ally.	3.	The	importance	of
outward	conduct:	The	proverb	‘manners	maketh	man’	reminds	us	that	it	is	important	to	behave	in	a	way	that	demonstrates	our	respect	for	others.	Of	course,	some	people	might	argue	that	all	that	matters	is	that	you	are	a	good	person	inside.	However,	if	we	concentrate	on	demonstrating	that	goodness	through	good	manners,	our	kind	thoughts	shine
through	for	all	the	world	to	see.	4.	Being	part	of	society:	Good	manners	are	often	described	as	being	‘civilized’.	When	we	adhere	to	the	notion	that	‘manners	maketh	man’,	we	acknowledge	that	we	belong	to	part	of	a	civilized	society	in	which	we	must	all	bear	each	other’s	needs	in	mind	and	take	care	of	each	other.	5.	Resolving	disputes:	Sometimes	all
that	it	takes	to	end	an	argument	is	to	take	a	step	back	and	introduce	a	more	polite	and	respectful	tone	into	the	conversation.	6.	Personal	development:	Remembering	the	proverb	‘manners	maketh	man’	can	encourage	us	to	attend	to	our	personal	development	both	in	terms	of	our	outward	behavior	and	our	inner	life.	7.	Making	a	good	impression:	Other
people	cannot	read	our	minds,	but	they	can	see	our	behavior	and	observe	our	manners.	If	we	want	to	make	a	good	impression	on	others	(whether	in	a	professional	context	as	we	network	with	business	contacts,	or	whether	in	a	personal	context	as	we	make	new	friends),	ensuring	that	we	always	act	with	good	manners	is	a	very	good	idea.	First
impressions	count,	and	very	often	people	react	to	good	manners	in	a	positive	way	without	consciously	realizing	how	much	those	good	manners	affected	them.	Conclusion.	This	proverb	is	centuries	old,	and	it	reminds	us	to	pay	attention	to	the	way	in	which	we	act	in	society.	Many	people	would	argued	that	good	manners	are	essential	if	we	want	to
demonstrate	our	respect	for	other	people	and	to	make	a	good	impression	on	everyone	that	we	meet.	Having	good	manners	is	very	important	if	everyone	in	society	is	to	coexist	in	peace	and	harmony.	The	origin	of	the	proverb	‘manners	maketh	man’	is	often	said	to	be	in	the	writings	of	a	man	called	William	Horman,	who	lived	between	1440	and	1535.
Horman	was	the	headmaster	at	Eton	School	in	England	and	he	also	taught	at	Winchester	School	in	England.	Horman	wrote	a	book	known	as	the	‘Vulgaria’:	the	book’s	title	is	a	Latin	word,	which	can	be	loosely	translated	as	‘everyday	sayings’	or	‘common	sayings’.	Widely	attested	to	be	his	most	important	work,	the	Vulgaria	is	a	collection	of	common
proverbs,	and	among	them	is	‘manners	maketh	man’.	However,	the	principle	behind	the	Vulgaria	is	that	Horman	was	writing	down	proverbs	that	were	already	in	common	use.	Thus,	it	is	very	likely	that	this	proverb	was	already	popular	in	Britain	before	Horman	wrote	it	down:	it	may	have	been	in	existence	for	centuries	before	Horman	was	born.
Meaning	of	the	proverb.	The	proverb	‘manners	maketh	man’	means	that	politeness	and	good	manners	are	essential	to	humanity.	Manners	means	being	polite	and	cultured.	Maketh	here	means	to	complete,	perfect,	or	create.	Man	refers	not	just	to	men	but	to	all	humankind.	So,	the	proverb	is	extolling	the	virtues	of	good	manners.	This	proverb	is	thus
often	used	as	a	way	to	remind	people	to	be	polite.	Good	manners	can	apply	to	several	aspects	of	human	life,	including	how	we	speak,	the	words	we	use,	our	tone	of	voice,	our	gestures	and	our	actions.	Sometimes,	this	proverb	is	taken	to	mean	that	good	manners	are	what	distinguish	humans	from	animals.	They	are,	quite	literally,	what	‘make’	us
human.	The	idea	that	manners	‘make’	human	beings	can	be	unpacked	further.	If	make	means	to	make	perfect,	good	manners	are	the	finishing	touches	to	a	human’s	personality	and	behavior.	If	make	means	to	create,	the	proverb	is	suggesting	that	humans	are	definitively	created	by	their	manners.	Yet	another	interpretation	of	the	proverb	has	to	do
with	habit.	The	proverb	could	be	interpreted	to	mean	that	good	manners	or	social	codes	of	conduct	shape	our	personalities,	and	that	habitually	acting	in	a	certain	way	starts	to	mold	and	shape	our	personality.	According	to	this	interpretation,	good	manners	are	not	just	ornaments	to	our	lives,	but	they	actually	shape	how	we	think.	It	is	clear,	then,	that
there	are	several	different	ways	of	understanding	this	proverb.	All	of	them	broadly	agree	that	the	proverb	means	that	good	manners	are	very	important	to	human	nature.	But,	depending	on	the	interpretation,	this	importance	could	be	due	to	any	one	of	the	below:	Good	manners’	ability	to	distinguish	humans	from	animals.	Good	manners	being	a	core
part	of	what	it	is	to	be	a	good	human.	Good	manners’	power	to	make	a	good	person	even	better.	Good	manners’	power	to	shape	our	personalities.	Expansion	on	this	idea.	Good	manners	may	relate	to	older	ideas	about	civilization.	Humans	have,	historically,	often	been	differentiated	from	other	species	because	humans	are	civilized.	Good	manners	are,	it
might	be	argued,	one	of	the	things	that	make	us	civilized.	On	this	reading,	good	manners	are	an	essential	aspect	of	our	humanity.	People	have	debated	throughout	the	ages	whether	it	is	true	that	good	manners	are	more	than	just	an	ornament.	For	some	people,	our	manners	do	not	have	any	bearing	on	whether	we	are	truly	good	people:	on	this
argument,	we	can	do	kind	and	good	acts	in	an	impolite	way.	These	people	believe	that	whether	or	not	we	say	‘please’	or	‘thank	you’	is	not	a	deep	question	about	how	good	we	are.	However,	for	other	people,	how	polite	and	civilized	we	are	in	our	dealings	with	others	does	indicate	something	about	how	good	a	person	we	are.	Perhaps	this	is	because
good	manners	demonstrate	a	sense	of	respect	for	other	human	beings:	this	kind	of	respect	is	at	the	core	of	many	systems	of	morality.	Whether	or	not	they	are	essential	to	what	makes	us	human,	good	manners	play	an	important	role	in	keeping	all	aspects	of	social	life	running	smoothly.	Being	polite	and	thoughtful	avoids	arguments.	Respectful	manners
help	us	to	work	well	with	our	colleagues.	Importance	of	the	proverb.	1.	Social	lubrication:	Good	manners	-	for	instance	saying	‘please’	and	‘thank	you’	-	are	often	described	as	‘social	lubrication’.	This	means	that	politeness	helps	society	to	run	smoothly	as	it	helps	social	interactions	to	go	without	a	hitch.	2.	Preventing	conflict:	It	is	amazing	how	much
conflict	can	be	prevented	simply	by	being	polite	when	we	make	requests	of	others.	When	we	demand	overbearingly	that	other	people	do	something	for	us,	they	can	often	respond	with	hostility.	But,	when	we	ask	politely	and	respectfully,	they	are	more	likely	to	see	us	as	an	ally.	3.	The	importance	of	outward	conduct:	The	proverb	‘manners	maketh	man’
reminds	us	that	it	is	important	to	behave	in	a	way	that	demonstrates	our	respect	for	others.	Of	course,	some	people	might	argue	that	all	that	matters	is	that	you	are	a	good	person	inside.	However,	if	we	concentrate	on	demonstrating	that	goodness	through	good	manners,	our	kind	thoughts	shine	through	for	all	the	world	to	see.	4.	Being	part	of	society:
Good	manners	are	often	described	as	being	‘civilized’.	When	we	adhere	to	the	notion	that	‘manners	maketh	man’,	we	acknowledge	that	we	belong	to	part	of	a	civilized	society	in	which	we	must	all	bear	each	other’s	needs	in	mind	and	take	care	of	each	other.	5.	Resolving	disputes:	Sometimes	all	that	it	takes	to	end	an	argument	is	to	take	a	step	back
and	introduce	a	more	polite	and	respectful	tone	into	the	conversation.	6.	Personal	development:	Remembering	the	proverb	‘manners	maketh	man’	can	encourage	us	to	attend	to	our	personal	development	both	in	terms	of	our	outward	behavior	and	our	inner	life.	7.	Making	a	good	impression:	Other	people	cannot	read	our	minds,	but	they	can	see	our
behavior	and	observe	our	manners.	If	we	want	to	make	a	good	impression	on	others	(whether	in	a	professional	context	as	we	network	with	business	contacts,	or	whether	in	a	personal	context	as	we	make	new	friends),	ensuring	that	we	always	act	with	good	manners	is	a	very	good	idea.	First	impressions	count,	and	very	often	people	react	to	good
manners	in	a	positive	way	without	consciously	realizing	how	much	those	good	manners	affected	them.	Conclusion.	This	proverb	is	centuries	old,	and	it	reminds	us	to	pay	attention	to	the	way	in	which	we	act	in	society.	Many	people	would	argued	that	good	manners	are	essential	if	we	want	to	demonstrate	our	respect	for	other	people	and	to	make	a
good	impression	on	everyone	that	we	meet.	Having	good	manners	is	very	important	if	everyone	in	society	is	to	coexist	in	peace	and	harmony.	Origin	of	the	proverb.	The	origin	of	the	proverb	‘manners	maketh	man’	is	often	said	to	be	in	the	writings	of	a	man	called	William	Horman,	who	lived	between	1440	and	1535.	Horman	was	the	headmaster	at
Eton	School	in	England	and	he	also	taught	at	Winchester	School	in	England.	Filters.	(archaic)	Third-person	singular	simple	present	indicative	form	of	make.	The	essential	conditions	for	the	modern	Gentleman	aren’t	just	his	manners	nor	his	appearance	but	first	and	foremost	his	values.	…	Loyalty,	reliability	and	solicitude	are	only	a	short	outline	of	a
wide	range	of	moral	courage	which	are	part	of	a	Gentleman	and	the	connection	for	a	fight	for	the	greater	good	in	“Kingsman”.	Harry	Hart	:	There	is	nothing	noble	in	being	superior	to	your	fellow	man;	true	nobility	is	being	superior	to	your	former	self.	Harry	Hart	:	“Manners	maketh	man.”	Do	you	know	what	that	means?	Then	let	me	teach	you	a	lesson.
Maketh	sentence	example	Men	maketh	now	great	stonen	houses	full	of	glasen	windows,	and	clepeth	thilke	thine	houses	and	churches.	…	But	we	cannot	always	expect	raptures	and	high	elevations;	it	is	some	fruit	if	it	maketh	you	fall	to	prayer	and	holy	complaints.	(archaic)	Third-person	singular	simple	present	indicative	form	of	lead.	:	to	lower
especially	in	rank,	dignity,	or	quality	:	debase.	So	let’s	talk	about	10	good	manners	for	kids	to	know:	Put	others	first.	…	Polite	phone	protocol.	…	Thank	you	note.	…	Open	the	door	for	others.	…	Use	thank	you	and	you’re	welcome	routinely	in	conversation.	…	Shake	hands	and	make	eye	contact.	…	Teach	them	to	offer	to	serve	people	who	enter	your
home.	Where	are	my	manners?	(May	I	take	your	coat?):	Sorry	for	being	rude!	I	forgot	to	be	polite!	Good	manners	are	very	essential	in	life	as	they	help	us	to	behave	well	in	society.	Good	manners	help	us	to	win	the	heart	of	people	in	the	public	place.	Therefore,	one	can	create	a	unique	personality	due	to	good	manners.	:	of	a	kind	to	move	to	pity	or
compassion.	HYMN	HISTORY:	On	March	26,	1862,	while	the	American	Civil	War	was	raging	throughout	the	country,	Pastor	Joseph	Gilmore	stood	to	preach	at	the	First	Baptist	Church	in	Philadelphia.	He	wanted	the	people	to	turn	their	eyes	off	the	war	and	look	to	Jesus	and	his	text	was	Psalm	23,	the	Shepherd’s	Psalm.	Examples	of	Archaic	Words
Anon	=	right	away;	immediately.	Betwixt	=	in	between.	Crumpet	=	a	person’s	head.	Erelong	=	soon.	Fair	=	beautiful.	Forthwith	=	immediately.	Potation	=	a	beverage.	Scurvy	=	worthless.	An	archaic	word	or	sense	is	one	that	still	has	some	current	use	but	whose	use	has	dwindled	to	a	few	specialized	contexts,	outside	which	it	connotes	old-fashioned
language.	In	contrast,	an	obsolete	word	or	sense	is	one	that	is	no	longer	used	at	all.	A	reader	encounters	them	when	reading	texts	that	are	centuries	old.	verb	(used	with	object),	made,	mak·ing.	“Villains	come	and	go.	#Kingsman	are	timeless.”	It	introduced	the	Kingsman	agents	being	referred	to	as	the	Knights	of	the	Round	Table,	with	their	leader
being	named	Arthur	and	his	agents	being	named	Lancelot,	Galahad,	Gawain,	etc.	The	code	names	for	Statesman	in	The	Golden	Circle,	Kingsman’s	American	counterparts,	are	equally	appropriate	and	clever.	Huntsman	is	the	inspiration	for	the	location	of	the	fictional	spy	agency	Kingsman,	which	is	situated	in	a	Savile	Row	tailoring	house.	Huntsman
designed	and	produced	the	looks	for	all	the	Kingsman	films,	creating	an	extremely	authentic	British	feel	for	the	looks.	Kingsman:	The	Secret	Service	was	formally	age	rated	at	15	in	November	2014,	ready	for	an	early	2015	release.	The	short	classification	information,	BBFCinsight	read	‘strong	bloody	violence,	strong	language‘.	Throughout	history,
manners	have	been	seen	as	a	reflection	of	one’s	upbringing,	education,	and	social	status.	The	way	we	interact	with	others	can	leave	a	lasting	impression	on	them,	whether	it	be	positive	or	negative.	Good	manners	are	not	only	polite	but	also	demonstrate	respect	for	others.	In	today’s	fast-paced	world	where	technology	dominates	our	communication,	it
is	easy	to	forget	the	value	of	face-to-face	interactions	and	basic	courtesies.	However,	by	practicing	good	manners	in	all	aspects	of	life	–	from	dining	etiquette	to	workplace	professionalism	–	we	can	build	stronger	relationships	with	those	around	us.	Origins	and	Historical	Context	of	the	Idiom	“manners	maketh	man”	The	idiom	“manners	maketh	man”	is
a	well-known	phrase	that	emphasizes	the	importance	of	good	manners	in	shaping	an	individual’s	character.	This	saying	has	been	used	for	centuries	to	convey	the	idea	that	one’s	behavior	and	conduct	can	have	a	significant	impact	on	their	reputation,	success,	and	relationships.	The	origins	of	this	idiom	can	be	traced	back	to	ancient	Greece,	where
philosophers	such	as	Aristotle	emphasized	the	importance	of	cultivating	virtues	like	respect,	humility,	and	kindness.	These	values	were	seen	as	essential	for	leading	a	fulfilling	life	and	building	strong	social	connections.	In	medieval	times,	chivalry	was	also	closely	associated	with	good	manners	and	etiquette.	Knights	were	expected	to	behave	with
honor	and	courtesy	towards	others,	especially	women.	This	code	of	conduct	became	known	as	“courtly	love,”	which	emphasized	the	importance	of	treating	others	with	respect	and	dignity.	During	the	Renaissance	period,	humanist	thinkers	like	Erasmus	also	stressed	the	significance	of	good	manners	in	shaping	an	individual’s	character.	They	believed
that	education	should	focus	not	only	on	academic	subjects	but	also	on	developing	social	skills	such	as	politeness,	diplomacy,	and	empathy.	Today,	the	idiom	“manners	maketh	man”	continues	to	be	relevant	in	modern	society.	Good	manners	are	still	highly	valued	in	many	cultures	around	the	world	as	they	play	a	crucial	role	in	building	trust,	fostering
positive	relationships,	and	promoting	mutual	respect	among	individuals	from	different	backgrounds.	Usage	and	Variations	of	the	Idiom	“manners	maketh	man”	Variations	of	the	Idiom	Over	time,	variations	of	the	original	phrase	have	emerged.	For	example,	some	people	say	“manners	make	a	gentleman”	or	“manners	make	a	lady.”	These	variations
emphasize	gender-specific	behavior	but	still	convey	the	same	message	about	the	importance	of	manners.	Usage	in	Literature	The	idiom	has	also	been	frequently	used	in	literature	to	highlight	characters’	personalities	and	values.	In	Shakespeare’s	play	Hamlet,	Polonius	advises	his	son	Laertes	to	behave	with	good	manners	when	he	travels	abroad:
“This	above	all:	to	thine	own	self	be	true	/	And	it	must	follow	as	night	the	day	/	Thou	canst	not	then	be	false	to	any	man	/	Farewell:	my	blessing	season	this	in	thee!”	In	this	context,	Polonius	emphasizes	that	good	manners	are	essential	for	success	and	respectability.	Synonyms,	Antonyms,	and	Cultural	Insights	for	the	Idiom	“manners	maketh	man”
Firstly,	some	synonyms	for	“manners	maketh	man”	include	“behavior	defines	a	person”,	“actions	speak	louder	than	words”,	and	“character	is	revealed	through	conduct”.	These	phrases	all	convey	the	same	message	as	the	original	idiom	–	that	a	person’s	behavior	reflects	their	true	character.	On	the	other	hand,	some	antonyms	for	“manners	maketh
man”	might	include	phrases	like	“appearances	are	deceiving”	or	“don’t	judge	a	book	by	its	cover”.	These	phrases	suggest	that	outward	appearances	can	be	misleading	and	may	not	accurately	reflect	a	person’s	true	character.	When	considering	cultural	insights	related	to	this	idiom,	it	is	important	to	note	that	different	cultures	may	place	varying	levels
of	importance	on	manners	and	etiquette.	For	example,	in	some	Asian	cultures	such	as	Japan	or	South	Korea,	showing	respect	through	proper	manners	is	highly	valued.	In	contrast,	in	Western	cultures	like	America	or	Australia,	individualism	and	authenticity	may	be	more	highly	prized	than	strict	adherence	to	social	norms.	Practical	Exercises	for	the
Idiom	“manners	maketh	man”	Firstly,	practice	active	listening.	This	means	paying	attention	to	what	others	are	saying	without	interrupting	or	judging	them.	Use	nonverbal	cues	such	as	nodding	and	maintaining	eye	contact	to	show	that	you	are	engaged	in	the	conversation.	Secondly,	practice	empathy.	Put	yourself	in	other	people’s	shoes	and	try	to
understand	their	perspective.	This	will	help	you	develop	compassion	and	respect	for	others,	which	is	an	essential	aspect	of	good	manners.	Thirdly,	practice	gratitude.	Express	appreciation	for	the	people	around	you	by	saying	thank	you	and	acknowledging	their	contributions.	This	simple	act	of	kindness	can	go	a	long	way	in	building	strong
relationships.	Lastly,	practice	self-awareness.	Be	mindful	of	your	own	behavior	and	how	it	affects	those	around	you.	Identify	areas	where	you	need	improvement	and	work	on	developing	better	habits.	By	incorporating	these	practical	exercises	into	your	daily	life,	you	can	become	a	person	who	embodies	the	true	meaning	of	“manners	maketh	man.”	You
will	be	respected	and	admired	by	those	around	you	for	your	kindness,	empathy,	and	positive	attitude	towards	others.	Common	Mistakes	to	Avoid	When	Using	the	Idiom	“manners	maketh	man”	When	using	the	idiom	“manners	maketh	man”,	it	is	important	to	understand	its	true	meaning	and	avoid	common	mistakes	that	can	lead	to	misunderstandings.
Avoid	Taking	It	Literally	The	phrase	“manners	maketh	man”	does	not	mean	that	good	manners	are	the	only	thing	that	make	a	person.	It	is	simply	an	expression	emphasizing	the	importance	of	good	behavior	and	etiquette	in	society.	Therefore,	it	should	not	be	taken	literally.	Avoid	Overusing	It	While	this	idiom	can	be	a	powerful	way	to	convey	a
message	about	good	manners,	overusing	it	can	diminish	its	impact.	Use	it	sparingly	and	appropriately	in	situations	where	it	adds	value	to	your	communication.	The	origin	of	the	proverb	‘manners	maketh	man’	is	often	said	to	be	in	the	writings	of	a	man	called	William	Horman,	who	lived	between	1440	and	1535.	Horman	was	the	headmaster	at	Eton
School	in	England	and	he	also	taught	at	Winchester	School	in	England.	Horman	wrote	a	book	known	as	the	‘Vulgaria’:	the	book’s	title	is	a	Latin	word,	which	can	be	loosely	translated	as	‘everyday	sayings’	or	‘common	sayings’.	Widely	attested	to	be	his	most	important	work,	the	Vulgaria	is	a	collection	of	common	proverbs,	and	among	them	is	‘manners
maketh	man’.	However,	the	principle	behind	the	Vulgaria	is	that	Horman	was	writing	down	proverbs	that	were	already	in	common	use.	Thus,	it	is	very	likely	that	this	proverb	was	already	popular	in	Britain	before	Horman	wrote	it	down:	it	may	have	been	in	existence	for	centuries	before	Horman	was	born.	Meaning	of	the	proverb.	The	proverb
‘manners	maketh	man’	means	that	politeness	and	good	manners	are	essential	to	humanity.	Manners	means	being	polite	and	cultured.	Maketh	here	means	to	complete,	perfect,	or	create.	Man	refers	not	just	to	men	but	to	all	humankind.	So,	the	proverb	is	extolling	the	virtues	of	good	manners.	This	proverb	is	thus	often	used	as	a	way	to	remind	people
to	be	polite.	Good	manners	can	apply	to	several	aspects	of	human	life,	including	how	we	speak,	the	words	we	use,	our	tone	of	voice,	our	gestures	and	our	actions.	Sometimes,	this	proverb	is	taken	to	mean	that	good	manners	are	what	distinguish	humans	from	animals.	They	are,	quite	literally,	what	‘make’	us	human.	The	idea	that	manners	‘make’
human	beings	can	be	unpacked	further.	If	make	means	to	make	perfect,	good	manners	are	the	finishing	touches	to	a	human’s	personality	and	behavior.	If	make	means	to	create,	the	proverb	is	suggesting	that	humans	are	definitively	created	by	their	manners.	Yet	another	interpretation	of	the	proverb	has	to	do	with	habit.	The	proverb	could	be
interpreted	to	mean	that	good	manners	or	social	codes	of	conduct	shape	our	personalities,	and	that	habitually	acting	in	a	certain	way	starts	to	mold	and	shape	our	personality.	According	to	this	interpretation,	good	manners	are	not	just	ornaments	to	our	lives,	but	they	actually	shape	how	we	think.	It	is	clear,	then,	that	there	are	several	different	ways
of	understanding	this	proverb.	All	of	them	broadly	agree	that	the	proverb	means	that	good	manners	are	very	important	to	human	nature.	But,	depending	on	the	interpretation,	this	importance	could	be	due	to	any	one	of	the	below:	Good	manners’	ability	to	distinguish	humans	from	animals.	Good	manners	being	a	core	part	of	what	it	is	to	be	a	good
human.	Good	manners’	power	to	make	a	good	person	even	better.	Good	manners’	power	to	shape	our	personalities.	Expansion	on	this	idea.	Good	manners	may	relate	to	older	ideas	about	civilization.	Humans	have,	historically,	often	been	differentiated	from	other	species	because	humans	are	civilized.	Good	manners	are,	it	might	be	argued,	one	of	the
things	that	make	us	civilized.	On	this	reading,	good	manners	are	an	essential	aspect	of	our	humanity.	People	have	debated	throughout	the	ages	whether	it	is	true	that	good	manners	are	more	than	just	an	ornament.	For	some	people,	our	manners	do	not	have	any	bearing	on	whether	we	are	truly	good	people:	on	this	argument,	we	can	do	kind	and	good
acts	in	an	impolite	way.	These	people	believe	that	whether	or	not	we	say	‘please’	or	‘thank	you’	is	not	a	deep	question	about	how	good	we	are.	However,	for	other	people,	how	polite	and	civilized	we	are	in	our	dealings	with	others	does	indicate	something	about	how	good	a	person	we	are.	Perhaps	this	is	because	good	manners	demonstrate	a	sense	of
respect	for	other	human	beings:	this	kind	of	respect	is	at	the	core	of	many	systems	of	morality.	Whether	or	not	they	are	essential	to	what	makes	us	human,	good	manners	play	an	important	role	in	keeping	all	aspects	of	social	life	running	smoothly.	Being	polite	and	thoughtful	avoids	arguments.	Respectful	manners	help	us	to	work	well	with	our
colleagues.	Importance	of	the	proverb.	1.	Social	lubrication:	Good	manners	-	for	instance	saying	‘please’	and	‘thank	you’	-	are	often	described	as	‘social	lubrication’.	This	means	that	politeness	helps	society	to	run	smoothly	as	it	helps	social	interactions	to	go	without	a	hitch.	2.	Preventing	conflict:	It	is	amazing	how	much	conflict	can	be	prevented
simply	by	being	polite	when	we	make	requests	of	others.	When	we	demand	overbearingly	that	other	people	do	something	for	us,	they	can	often	respond	with	hostility.	But,	when	we	ask	politely	and	respectfully,	they	are	more	likely	to	see	us	as	an	ally.	3.	The	importance	of	outward	conduct:	The	proverb	‘manners	maketh	man’	reminds	us	that	it	is
important	to	behave	in	a	way	that	demonstrates	our	respect	for	others.	Of	course,	some	people	might	argue	that	all	that	matters	is	that	you	are	a	good	person	inside.	However,	if	we	concentrate	on	demonstrating	that	goodness	through	good	manners,	our	kind	thoughts	shine	through	for	all	the	world	to	see.	4.	Being	part	of	society:	Good	manners	are
often	described	as	being	‘civilized’.	When	we	adhere	to	the	notion	that	‘manners	maketh	man’,	we	acknowledge	that	we	belong	to	part	of	a	civilized	society	in	which	we	must	all	bear	each	other’s	needs	in	mind	and	take	care	of	each	other.	5.	Resolving	disputes:	Sometimes	all	that	it	takes	to	end	an	argument	is	to	take	a	step	back	and	introduce	a	more
polite	and	respectful	tone	into	the	conversation.	6.	Personal	development:	Remembering	the	proverb	‘manners	maketh	man’	can	encourage	us	to	attend	to	our	personal	development	both	in	terms	of	our	outward	behavior	and	our	inner	life.	7.	Making	a	good	impression:	Other	people	cannot	read	our	minds,	but	they	can	see	our	behavior	and	observe
our	manners.	If	we	want	to	make	a	good	impression	on	others	(whether	in	a	professional	context	as	we	network	with	business	contacts,	or	whether	in	a	personal	context	as	we	make	new	friends),	ensuring	that	we	always	act	with	good	manners	is	a	very	good	idea.	First	impressions	count,	and	very	often	people	react	to	good	manners	in	a	positive	way
without	consciously	realizing	how	much	those	good	manners	affected	them.	Conclusion.	This	proverb	is	centuries	old,	and	it	reminds	us	to	pay	attention	to	the	way	in	which	we	act	in	society.	Many	people	would	argued	that	good	manners	are	essential	if	we	want	to	demonstrate	our	respect	for	other	people	and	to	make	a	good	impression	on	everyone
that	we	meet.	Having	good	manners	is	very	important	if	everyone	in	society	is	to	coexist	in	peace	and	harmony.	The	old	adage,	‘Manners	maketh	man’	is	believed	to	have	derived	from	the	works	of	Eton	and	Winchester	Headmaster,	William	Horman	during	the	Tudor	times.		Translated	simply,	the	proverb	states	that	politeness,	good	manners	and
civility	are	essential	to	humanity.Over	500	years	on	from	Horman’s	proverb,	modern	civilisation	is	in	many	ways	less	civil	because	decorum,	formality	and	etiquette	are	viewed	as	antiquated	and	inhibitors	of	our	individual	expression.	Does	Horman’s	famous	saying	have	any	relevance	for	us	in	2023?David	Meagher	certainly	thinks	so	and	his	book,	The
A	to	Z	of	Modern	Manners:	A	Guide	to	Behaving	Well	presents	a	compelling	account	of	why	manners	are	as	important	now	as	they	have	ever	been.	As	riveting	as	almost	300	pages	dedicated	to	manners	seems,	it	is	a	fascinating,	informative	and	insightful	read.		In	essence,	the	book	is	about	how	we	treat	other	human	beings	and	why	respect,	empathy
and	courtesy	is	still	the	foundation	of	a	civilised	society.When	I	grew	up,	you	never	called	your	friends’	parents	by	their	first	name.	It	was	always	politely	saying	“Good	morning,	Mr	and	Mrs…”	whilst	looking	them	in	the	eye.	It	wasn’t	until	well	into	adult	life	that	they	embarrassingly	said,	please	call	me	by	my	first	name.	This	formality	has	been	lost	on
the	current	generation	and	in	some	circles	feels	almost	old-fashioned.This	specific	example	aside,	I	do	feel	that	there	has	been	a	broad	societal	shift	regarding	what	is	socially	acceptable	and	what	general	expectations	there	are	for	manners	and	social	interactions.	The	shift	has	come	off	the	back	of	technological	changes,	new	parenting	approaches,
globalisation,	and	the	rise	of	individualism.	This	makes	the	teaching	of	manners	in	a	school	context	more	challenging,	but	even	more	important.At	Tudor	House,	manners	have	always	been	central	to	the	development	of	character	and	the	quality	of	our	graduates.	Respectful,	polite,	and	considerate	interactions	between	peers	and	particularly	between
students	and	adults	has	defined	the	culture	and	expectations.	And	despite	changes	in	broader	society	towards	a	more	relaxed	and	modern	approach	to	manners,	we	hold	firmly	to	the	value	and	power	of	teaching	our	students	to	demonstrate	good	manners	and	to	consistently	show	common	courtesy	and	respect	when	interacting	with	others.Respect	for
self	is	a	good	place	to	start	when	it	comes	to	learning	about	manners.	We	teach	the	children	to	wear	their	uniform	neatly	and	brush	their	hair	and	to	take	pride	in	their	appearance.	How	you	treat	and	value	yourself	overflows	into	how	you	treat	and	value	others.At	school,	opportunities	abound	to	demonstrate	good	manners.	It’s	in	both	the	big	and
little	things	where	the	children	build	their	‘manners	muscles’.	Lining	up	your	gumboots	neatly	outside	your	classroom,	picking	up	rubbish	in	the	playground,	serving	lunch	and	waiting	on	your	table	in	the	Dining	Hall,	offering	to	help	a	teacher	in	the	classroom,	welcoming	a	staff	member	with	a	firm	handshake,	eye	contact	and	a	cheery	good	morning,
are	everyday	opportunities	for	the	children	to	show	respect	and	empathy.As	the	children	build	these	skills	we	prompt,	remind	and	correct.	Meagher	helpfully	notes,	“manners	does	away	with	the	idea	of	perfection	and	replaces	it	with	thoughtfulness.	It’s	think	about	how	someone	else	might	feel	as	a	result	of	your	actions;	it’s	good	old-fashioned	putting
yourself	in	someone	else’s	shoes	and	thinking	about	your	behaviour	before	you	act.”Helping	children	become	adults	with	good	manners	requires	a	partnership	between	family,	school	and	community.	The	daily	drip	feed,	reminders	and	reinforcement	visually	and	verbally	model	the	preferred	behaviours	and	in	time	these	oddities	develop	into	habits
which	in	time	become	values	and	virtues.No	easy	feat,	but	one	worth	every	bit	of	effort.Adam	Larby	Head	of	Tudor	HouseReferences:Meagher,	D.	(2016).	The	A	to	Z	of	Modern	Manners:	a	guide	to	behaving	well.	Vintage.	Sydney.	(idiomatic)	A	person	may	be	judged	according	to	his	behaviour	towards	other	people.	Where	does	the	phrase	manners
maketh	man	come	from?	The	origin	of	the	proverb	‘manners	maketh	man’	is	often	said	to	be	in	the	writings	of	a	man	called	William	Horman,	who	lived	between	1440	and	1535.	Horman	was	the	headmaster	at	Eton	School	in	England	and	he	also	taught	at	Winchester	School	in	England.	What	is	the	song	at	the	end	of	Kingsman?	I’ve	not	seen	it,	but	the
Wikipedia	page	for	Kingsman	says:	“A	song	from	Take	That’s	seventh	studio	album	III,	“Get	Ready	for	It”,	will	play	during	the	end	credits.”	Who	said	Manners	maketh	man	in	Kingsman?	William	Horman	Harry	Hart	:	[Quoting	Ernest	Hemingway]	There	is	nothing	noble	in	being	superior	to	your	fellow	man;	true	nobility	is	being	superior	to	your	former
self.	Harry	Hart	:	[Quoting	William	Horman]	“Manners	maketh	man.”	Do	you	know	what	that	means?	Then	let	me	teach	you	a	lesson.	Which	school	motto	is	manners	maketh	man?	Winchester	College	‘Manners	makyth	man’	is	the	motto	of	both	the	institutions	founded	by	William	of	Wykeham,	New	College	and	Winchester	College.	Although	no
contemporary	record	attests	to	this,	it	is	often	thought	that	Wykeham	devised	it	himself	and	appended	it	to	his	coat	of	arms.	Who	said	Manners	maketh	man	quote?	William	of	Wykeham	Manners	maketh	man	proverbial	saying,	mid	fourteenth	century;	motto	of	William	of	Wykeham	(1324–1404),	bishop	of	Winchester	and	chancellor	of	England.	to	the
manner	born	naturally	fitted	for	some	position	or	employment;	originally,	as	a	quotation	from	Shakespeare’s	Hamlet.	Will	there	be	a	Kingsman	4?	The	film	series	is	to	continue	with	a	fourth	Kingsman	film,	titled	Kingsman:	The	Blue	Blood,	and	a	spin-off	eight-hour	television	limited	series	centered	around	the	franchise’s	American	spy	agency,
Statesman,	which	are	in	development.	Do	Manners	maketh	man	Kingsman	quote?	Harry	Hart	:	[Quoting	Ernest	Hemingway]	There	is	nothing	noble	in	being	superior	to	your	fellow	man;	true	nobility	is	being	superior	to	your	former	self.	Harry	Hart	:	[Quoting	William	Horman]	“Manners	maketh	man.”	Do	you	know	what	that	means?	What	is	the
Kingsman	motto?	Manners	Maketh	Man	Manners	Maketh	Man	is	the	motto	of	Kingsman:	The	Secret	Service.	Who	said	Manners	maketh	man	Hamlet?	Quick	Reference.	Manners	maketh	man	proverbial	saying,	mid	fourteenth	century;	motto	of	William	of	Wykeham	(1324–1404),	bishop	of	Winchester	and	chancellor	of	England.	to	the	manner	born
naturally	fitted	for	some	position	or	employment;	originally,	as	a	quotation	from	Shakespeare’s	Hamlet.	What	is	the	meaning	of	maketh?	Verb.	maketh.	(archaic)	third-person	singular	simple	present	indicative	form	of	make	quotations	▼	A	person	can	be	judged	by	his	or	her	manners.	The	saying	is	attributed	to	William	of	Wykeham	(1324-1404);	it	is	the
motto	of	the	school,	Winchester	College,	and	New	College,	Oxford,	both	of	which	he	founded.	See	also	Betrayed	by	one’s	manners.	COLLEGE	MOTTO	ON	MANNERSIndeed,	it	is	still	the	motto	of	Winchester	College	and	New	College,	Oxford,	both	founded	by	William	of	Wykeham,	Bishop	of	Winchester.But	how	did	those	manners	show	up	in	everyday
life,	as	Shakespeare	walked	the	cobbled	streets	of	Stratford	and	London?When	it	came	to	16th	century	dining,	table	settings	were	kept	minimal	and	cutlery	and	crockery	often	shared:	each	diner	would	be	given	a	simple	set	of	trencher	or	pewter	plate,	bread	for	their	pottage,	napkin,	knife	and	spoon.‘DON’T	SPIT	OVER	THE	TABLE’Wine	was	drunk
from	shared	cups	–	rinsed	between	sups	–	and	broth	taken	from	a	common	dish.	Knives	were	sharp	and	used	for	spearing	food	from	the	serving	dish,	while	forks	were	generally	used	for	carving	meat;	people	mostly	ate	with	their	hands.A	book	about	manners	published	in	1577,	The	Bokes	of	Nurture	by	Hugh	Rhodes	and	John	Russell	detailed	many	of
the	table	manners	of	the	day	with	great	wit:–	“Nor	spytte	you	ouer	the	table	boorde;	see	thou	doest	not	this	forget.”–	“Pick	not	thy	teeth	with	thy	Knyfe,	nor	with	thy	fyngers	ende,	but	take	a	stick,	or	some	clean	thyng,	then	doe	you	not	offende.”–	“Wype	thy	mouth	when	thou	shalt	drink	Ale,	Beare	or	any	Wyne.”–	“Blow	not	your	nose	on	the	napkin
where	you	should	wype	your	hands	but	clense	it	in	your	handkercher.	Wyth	your	napkin	you	may	oft	wipe	and	make	your	mouth	full	cleene.”–	“Fill	not	thy	trenchour,	I	thee	rid,	with	morsels	great	and	large.	Cram	not	thy	mouth	to	full,	ne	yet	thy	stomack	ouercharge.”–	“But	temper	thou	thy	selfe	with	drinke	so	keepe	thee	from	blame.	Drunkenness
hurteth	thy	honestye,	and	hyndreth	thy	good	name.”Let	us	teach	you	modern	dining	and	social	etiquetteWELL-BRED:	A	SHAKESPEAREAN	WORDSo	moderation	and	cleanliness	were	key	manners	of	Shakespeare’s	time	–	with	spitting	and	teeth-picking	particularly	frowned	upon!Some	of	the	words	Shakespeare	gifted	to	the	English	language	also
signpost	the	importance	of	manners	to	his	time,	such	as	“tardiness”,	“well-behaved”,	“well-bred”,	“well-educated”,	“generous”	and	“traditional”,	according	to	the	Bard	of	Avon	site.He	also	brought	us	some	playful	terms	that	have	sadly	fallen	out	of	parlance:	“nook-shotten”	(meaning	full	of	corners	or	angles),	“kickie-wickie”	(a	derogatory	term	for	a
wife)	and	“fap”	(intoxicated)	amongst	them.HAMLET	TO	SHERLOCK	HOLMESIf	you	have	ever	“been	in	stitches”	(Twelfth	Night)	or	“in	a	pickle”	(The	Tempest),	been	“eaten	out	of	house	and	home”	(Henry	IV),	told	someone	“you’ve	got	to	be	cruel	to	be	kind”	(Hamlet)	or	told	a	“knock	knock”	joke	(Macbeth),	you	have	Shakespeare	to	thank.And	even
that	phrase	long	associated	with	Sherlock	Holmes	–	“the	game’s	afoot”	–	is	actually	from	Shakespeare’s	Henry	V.Dutch	Renaissance	scholar	Desiderius	Erasmus	also	wrote	about	manners,	in	his	1530	book	De	civilitate	morum	puerilium	(On	Civility	in	Children).ERASMUS	ON	CIVILITYBypassing	his	tips	about	double-dipping	food	and	passing	wind
politely,	his	most	touching	statement	really	gets	to	the	core	of	good	manners,	even	today.“Be	lenient	toward	the	offences	of	others,”	he	writes.	“This	is	the	chief	value	of	civilitas,	of	courtesy.	A	companion	ought	not	to	be	less	dear	to	you	because	he	has	worse	manners.	There	are	people	who	make	up	for	the	awkwardness	of	their	behaviour	by	other
gifts.”All	that	talk	of	gifts	brings	us	back	to	National	Shakespeare	Day	–	happy	birthday	to	the	generous	and	well-educated	Mr	Shakespeare.	The	old	proverb,	‘Manners	maketh	man’	has	an	interesting	history	and	meaning.	It	may	well	have	been	the	personal	motto	of	William	of	Wykeham,	Bishop	of	Winchester	in	the	14th	century.	It	is	the	motto	of	New
College	Oxford	and	Winchester	(School)	that	Wykeham	founded.	We	also	find	it	amongst	the	many	proverbs	included	in	William	Horman’s	Latin	textbook,	Vulgaria.	Horman	was	headmaster	successively	of	Winchester	and	Eton	in	early	Tudor	times.	In	his	approach	to	teaching	Latin,	he	drew	from	English	‘everyday	sayings’	(Vulgaria)	which	he
translated	into	Latin.	The	‘sayings’	included	a	range	of	subjects	–	religion,	manners,	life	and	nature.	I	introduce	this	proverb,	not	simply	as	a	(northern)	summer	curiosity,	but	to	introduce	Jesus’	concluding	words	to	his	Sermon	on	the	Plain:	“Why	do	you	call	me	‘Lord,	Lord,’	and	do	not	do	what	I	tell	you?…”	(Luke	6:46).	The	title	Lord	(6:46)	was	often
used	as	a	term	of	respect	for	a	rabbi	or	teacher;	the	twofold,	Lord,	Lord,	is	simply	a	Semitic	emphasis.	In	the	context	of	his	developing	narrative,	Luke	wants	us	to	feel	the	impact	of	Jesus’	question.	Jesus	was	well	known	and	highly	respected	as	an	authoritative	teacher.	Lip-service	is	a	totally	inappropriate	response	to	him.	MANNERS	MAKETH	MAN
Which	brings	me	back	to	the	proverb,	Manners	maketh	man.	Commenting	on	the	words	as	the	motto	of	New	College,	Oxford,	Mark	Griffith	(a	Fellow	of	New	College)	makes	the	interesting	distinction	between	the	motto	as	a	reference	simply	to	outward	behavior,	good	manners,	and	as	a	reference	to	a	deep-seated	inner	moral	change,	arising	from
God’s	grace,	evidenced	in	Godly	behavior.	Griffith	makes	the	nice	point	that	the	founder	of	New	College,	‘a	bishop	and,	by	all	early	accounts,	a	pious	Christian,	is	unlikely	to	have	selected	a	motto	without	strong	moral	import,	still	less	would	he	have	given	such	a	one	to	an	institution	for	the	education	of	clerics.’	Certainly,	Jesus,	in	his	concluding	words
to	his	sermon,	has	every	expectation	that	his	followers	will	not	only	be	hearers	of	his	teaching	but	also	doers.		He	uses	two	dramatic	metaphors	to	illustrate	his	point.	Anyone	who	comes	to	him	and	truly	hears	and	obeys	his	words	is	like	the	person	who	built	their	house	on	a	foundation	of	rock.	Just	as	a	house	constructed	on	a	rock	is	able	to	withstand
the	power	of	floodwaters	lashing	it,	so	too	Jesus’	followers	will	remain	firm,	living	as	he	has	taught	and	withstanding	the	difficulties	and	challenges	of	life	(Luke	6:48).	By	contrast,	anyone	who	hears	and	does	not	act	on	Jesus’	teaching	is	like	the	person	who	built	a	house	on	the	ground	without	a	foundation	(6:49).	In	contrast	to	the	first	builder,	the
second	is	built	on	soft	soils.	As	parts	of	coastal	Sydney	recently	experienced,	with	powerful	winds	and	seas,	houses	without	a	secure	foundation	get	washed	away.	FIRM	FOUNDATION	FOR	LIFE	Jesus’	reference	here	is	not	primarily	to	the	Day	of	Judgment,	though	the	idea	is	present.	Rather,	he	is	talking	about	life	now.	How	we	handle	challenges	and
difficulties	in	relationships,	at	work	and	even	at	church,	the	opposition	and	injustices	we	face,	is	dependent	on	the	foundation	on	which	we	build	our	life	–	on	Jesus	as	our	Lord	and	Savior,	or	on	an	outward	form	of	a	Churchianity	that	has	no	substance.	The	true	follower	of	Jesus	is	someone	who	comes	to	him	as	Lord	and	whose	life	is	transformed,	who
has	a	changed	inward	nature,	through	obedience	to	his	word.	As	James	puts	it	in	his	Letter,	Faith	without	works	is	dead	(James	2:17).	Throughout	his	Sermon	on	the	Plain	Jesus	has	insisted	that	anyone	who	follows	him	must	not	simply	be	a	hearer	of	his	teaching	merely	giving	lip-service	to	their	profession	of	faith.	He	calls	us	to
be	hearers	and	doers	of	his	word.	Manners	(morals)	maketh	man	/	woman.	Rightly	understood	and	applied	this	is	not	salvation	by	works,	but	about	a	life	transformed	from	within	by	the	grace	a	God	–	a	life	which	reveals	in	attitudes	and	priorities,	behavior	and	relationships	what	it	means	to	know	and	love,	trust	and	serve	Jesus	Christ	as	Lord	of	our
life.	How	different	our	world	would	be	if	everyone	who	professed	to	follow	Jesus	(including	leaders)	heeded	his	words.	The	starting	point	of	course,	is	with	you	and	me.	Daily	we	need	to	pray	that	by	God’s	grace	we	will	grow	to	love	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ	more	and	more,	growing	in	his	likeness	so	that	we	might	be	found	his	faithful	and	loyal	servants	in
the	midst	of	a	troubled	world.	How	often	do	we	ask	at	the	beginning	of	each	day,	‘Lord,	what	good	things	have	you	prepared	for	me	to	do	today?’	©	John	G.	Mason		Note	1:	During	June	and	July,	my	Word	on	Wednesday	is	adapted	from	my	commentary,	Reading	Luke	Today:	An	Unexpected	God	(Aquila:	2012),	pp.80-96	Tweet	Share	0	Reddit	+1	Pocket
LinkedIn	0	The	origin	of	the	proverb	‘manners	maketh	man’	is	often	said	to	be	in	the	writings	of	a	man	called	William	Horman,	who	lived	between	1440	and	1535.	Horman	was	the	headmaster	at	Eton	School	in	England	and	he	also	taught	at	Winchester	School	in	England.	Horman	wrote	a	book	known	as	the	‘Vulgaria’:	the	book’s	title	is	a	Latin	word,
which	can	be	loosely	translated	as	‘everyday	sayings’	or	‘common	sayings’.	Widely	attested	to	be	his	most	important	work,	the	Vulgaria	is	a	collection	of	common	proverbs,	and	among	them	is	‘manners	maketh	man’.	However,	the	principle	behind	the	Vulgaria	is	that	Horman	was	writing	down	proverbs	that	were	already	in	common	use.	Thus,	it	is	very
likely	that	this	proverb	was	already	popular	in	Britain	before	Horman	wrote	it	down:	it	may	have	been	in	existence	for	centuries	before	Horman	was	born.	Meaning	of	the	proverb.	The	proverb	‘manners	maketh	man’	means	that	politeness	and	good	manners	are	essential	to	humanity.	Manners	means	being	polite	and	cultured.	Maketh	here	means	to
complete,	perfect,	or	create.	Man	refers	not	just	to	men	but	to	all	humankind.	So,	the	proverb	is	extolling	the	virtues	of	good	manners.	This	proverb	is	thus	often	used	as	a	way	to	remind	people	to	be	polite.	Good	manners	can	apply	to	several	aspects	of	human	life,	including	how	we	speak,	the	words	we	use,	our	tone	of	voice,	our	gestures	and	our
actions.	Sometimes,	this	proverb	is	taken	to	mean	that	good	manners	are	what	distinguish	humans	from	animals.	They	are,	quite	literally,	what	‘make’	us	human.	The	idea	that	manners	‘make’	human	beings	can	be	unpacked	further.	If	make	means	to	make	perfect,	good	manners	are	the	finishing	touches	to	a	human’s	personality	and	behavior.	If	make
means	to	create,	the	proverb	is	suggesting	that	humans	are	definitively	created	by	their	manners.	Yet	another	interpretation	of	the	proverb	has	to	do	with	habit.	The	proverb	could	be	interpreted	to	mean	that	good	manners	or	social	codes	of	conduct	shape	our	personalities,	and	that	habitually	acting	in	a	certain	way	starts	to	mold	and	shape	our
personality.	According	to	this	interpretation,	good	manners	are	not	just	ornaments	to	our	lives,	but	they	actually	shape	how	we	think.	It	is	clear,	then,	that	there	are	several	different	ways	of	understanding	this	proverb.	All	of	them	broadly	agree	that	the	proverb	means	that	good	manners	are	very	important	to	human	nature.	But,	depending	on	the
interpretation,	this	importance	could	be	due	to	any	one	of	the	below:	Good	manners’	ability	to	distinguish	humans	from	animals.	Good	manners	being	a	core	part	of	what	it	is	to	be	a	good	human.	Good	manners’	power	to	make	a	good	person	even	better.	Good	manners’	power	to	shape	our	personalities.	Expansion	on	this	idea.	Good	manners	may
relate	to	older	ideas	about	civilization.	Humans	have,	historically,	often	been	differentiated	from	other	species	because	humans	are	civilized.	Good	manners	are,	it	might	be	argued,	one	of	the	things	that	make	us	civilized.	On	this	reading,	good	manners	are	an	essential	aspect	of	our	humanity.	People	have	debated	throughout	the	ages	whether	it	is
true	that	good	manners	are	more	than	just	an	ornament.	For	some	people,	our	manners	do	not	have	any	bearing	on	whether	we	are	truly	good	people:	on	this	argument,	we	can	do	kind	and	good	acts	in	an	impolite	way.	These	people	believe	that	whether	or	not	we	say	‘please’	or	‘thank	you’	is	not	a	deep	question	about	how	good	we	are.	However,	for
other	people,	how	polite	and	civilized	we	are	in	our	dealings	with	others	does	indicate	something	about	how	good	a	person	we	are.	Perhaps	this	is	because	good	manners	demonstrate	a	sense	of	respect	for	other	human	beings:	this	kind	of	respect	is	at	the	core	of	many	systems	of	morality.	Whether	or	not	they	are	essential	to	what	makes	us	human,
good	manners	play	an	important	role	in	keeping	all	aspects	of	social	life	running	smoothly.	Being	polite	and	thoughtful	avoids	arguments.	Respectful	manners	help	us	to	work	well	with	our	colleagues.	Importance	of	the	proverb.	1.	Social	lubrication:	Good	manners	-	for	instance	saying	‘please’	and	‘thank	you’	-	are	often	described	as	‘social	lubrication’.
This	means	that	politeness	helps	society	to	run	smoothly	as	it	helps	social	interactions	to	go	without	a	hitch.	2.	Preventing	conflict:	It	is	amazing	how	much	conflict	can	be	prevented	simply	by	being	polite	when	we	make	requests	of	others.	When	we	demand	overbearingly	that	other	people	do	something	for	us,	they	can	often	respond	with	hostility.
But,	when	we	ask	politely	and	respectfully,	they	are	more	likely	to	see	us	as	an	ally.	3.	The	importance	of	outward	conduct:	The	proverb	‘manners	maketh	man’	reminds	us	that	it	is	important	to	behave	in	a	way	that	demonstrates	our	respect	for	others.	Of	course,	some	people	might	argue	that	all	that	matters	is	that	you	are	a	good	person	inside.
However,	if	we	concentrate	on	demonstrating	that	goodness	through	good	manners,	our	kind	thoughts	shine	through	for	all	the	world	to	see.	4.	Being	part	of	society:	Good	manners	are	often	described	as	being	‘civilized’.	When	we	adhere	to	the	notion	that	‘manners	maketh	man’,	we	acknowledge	that	we	belong	to	part	of	a	civilized	society	in	which
we	must	all	bear	each	other’s	needs	in	mind	and	take	care	of	each	other.	5.	Resolving	disputes:	Sometimes	all	that	it	takes	to	end	an	argument	is	to	take	a	step	back	and	introduce	a	more	polite	and	respectful	tone	into	the	conversation.	6.	Personal	development:	Remembering	the	proverb	‘manners	maketh	man’	can	encourage	us	to	attend	to	our
personal	development	both	in	terms	of	our	outward	behavior	and	our	inner	life.	7.	Making	a	good	impression:	Other	people	cannot	read	our	minds,	but	they	can	see	our	behavior	and	observe	our	manners.	If	we	want	to	make	a	good	impression	on	others	(whether	in	a	professional	context	as	we	network	with	business	contacts,	or	whether	in	a	personal



context	as	we	make	new	friends),	ensuring	that	we	always	act	with	good	manners	is	a	very	good	idea.	First	impressions	count,	and	very	often	people	react	to	good	manners	in	a	positive	way	without	consciously	realizing	how	much	those	good	manners	affected	them.	Conclusion.	This	proverb	is	centuries	old,	and	it	reminds	us	to	pay	attention	to	the
way	in	which	we	act	in	society.	Many	people	would	argued	that	good	manners	are	essential	if	we	want	to	demonstrate	our	respect	for	other	people	and	to	make	a	good	impression	on	everyone	that	we	meet.	Having	good	manners	is	very	important	if	everyone	in	society	is	to	coexist	in	peace	and	harmony.


