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1Scrunch up a sheet of newspaper into a ball and tape it together. Put masking tape over the newspaper to make sure it stays bundled up. Do this a few times to create a collection of scrunched-up newspaper balls that you can use to build your mountain.[1]Youll probably need about 5-10 balls of paper, depending on how large you want your
mountain to be.Theres no set size that your newspaper balls should be; you just need to make sure that theyre dense enough to be sturdy and to support the papier-mache and paint that youll put on them.You can also use aluminum foil to create these balls. Although these are sturdier, theyre also heavier than newspaper. 2Glue these balls to a square
cardboard base to make a rough mountain shape. First, glue a few newspaper balls to your base to create the bottom layer of the mountain. Make this bottom layer as wide and long as you want the mountain to be. Then, glue the rest of the balls on top of these first balls and position them in a way that makes a rough mountain shape.[2]Make sure
your base is slightly longer and wider than your mountain will be. If the dimensions of your mountain will be 10 by 10 inches (25 by 25cm), then your base should measure about 12 by 12 inches (30 by 30cm).If you want your mountain to be wide and flat, position your newspaper balls so that they create a wide, flat mountain surface. If you want your
mountain to have a high peak, make a long, narrow ball and position it so that it points upwards.You can just use ordinary white craft glue for this project. Advertisement 3Allow the glue 24 hours to dry. This will give your newspaper balls enough time to become set in their positions. You may need to hold some of the newspaper balls in place for a
little while (e.g., 30 minutes) if they were glued in an unstable position.[3] Advertisement 1Mix equal parts of water and flour together in a medium-sized bowl. Pour 1 cup (140 grams) of flour and 1 cup (240mL) of water into a bowl. Stir this mixture continuously until all the lumps of flour are completely mixed with the water. Add a dash of salt to the
mix if youre worried about the possibility of mold growing on the mountain.Some people prefer to heat up this mixture over low heat in order to get a smoother consistency. However, this isnt absolutely necessary.2Cut some newspaper into long strips about 1 by 3in (2.5 by 7.6cm) long. Use scissors or simply rip up some newspaper in order to make
these strips. You can make them longer than 3 inches (7.6cm) if you want, but keep in mind that theyll become more likely to rip and less easy to control if you make them too long.[4]3Dip a newspaper strip into your flour paste and put it on your mountain. As you remove the newspaper strip from the paste, slide it in between your thumb and
forefinger to get any excess paste off of the strip. Then, lay it horizontally along the side of your mountain.[5]Its important to remove the excess paste from your newspaper strips in order to cut down on the time it takes the papier-mache to dry.Dont worry about making the strip look perfect when you go to put it on your mountain. Youll have a
chance to do that later.4Scrunch or smooth out the strip as needed to add texture. Use your fingers to either push the 2 ends of the strip you laid down closer together or pull them further apart. Scrunch the strip to make a rough or rocky spot, or smooth it out to give a flat hilly appearance to your mountain.[6]Be very gentle when handling your
newspaper strip; you may accidentally rip it when youre smoothing it out.5Repeat this process until you have a layer of strips on the mountain. Continue to lay more strips along the surface of your mountain until its completely covered. If the surface seems flimsy or looks thin, feel free to add a second layer.6Leave your mountain to dry overnight.
Papier-mache requires at least a few hours to dry, but leaving it overnight will help ensure that its as dry as possible before you go to paint it. For best results, leave it to dry somewhere it wont be exposed to too much moisture.[7]For example, avoid leaving it to dry in a bathroom or moldy garage. Advertisement 1Paint your mountain with a water-
based paint to give it some color. Use a variety of greens, browns, blues, and whites to depict any grass, rocks, rivers, or snow you want to have on your mountain. Be sure the papier-mache is completely dry before you begin to paint.[8]If youre creating this mountain for other people to look at, create a legend in the corner of your base using these
paint colors to indicate what each color represents. Quickly make a mountain model for a school project. "I had to make a model of Mount Fuji for a project I was presenting on Zoom. This guide was so helpful and easy to follow along. I realized I only needed to let the newspaper balls set for 5 minutes before adding the papier mache, which allowed
me to finish up my model super fast." - Alice R. Complete geography assignments with a realistic mountain model. "I used this article to make an accurate model of the Andes Mountains for a class project. The step-by-step instructions really helped me shape the base, add papier mache for texture, and paint it to look real. Thanks to this guide, I was
able to turn in an awesome mountain model for my geography assignment." - Khalil S. Build a sturdy, realistic-looking mountain model. "I needed to construct a mountain model for a school project, and this tutorial was perfect. It showed me how to make a solid base and detailed surface. Now, I know the techniques to create a mountain model that
looks real and also holds up nicely. This was so useful for finishing my project." - Sumiaya W. Get desired effects by using the right paints. "I liked the tips for painting the mountain to show different land features. It would be helpful to specify using acrylic or tempera paints for best results. I'm glad I learned that sprinkling sawdust on the wet paint
makes the grass look more 3D. The painting advice helped me get the mountain looking exactly how I wanted." - Andorra B. Did you know that wikiHow has collected over 365,000 reader stories since it started in 2005? Wed love to hear from you! Share your story here. 2Sprinkle green sawdust on your mountain for more textured grass. This isnt
completely necessary, but many enthusiasts use green sawdust or shredded pieces of green paper to make their grass more three-dimensional. Be sure to do this while the paint is still wet so that the dust sticks to the green paint.[9]You can buy green sawdust or paper at any arts and crafts store.3Add artificial trees, buildings, and any other
structures you want to have. Glue these to your mountain after the paint has dried. You can buy these types of add-ons at most arts and crafts stores and any store that sells modeling kits.[10]You can also use lichen to create little trees and bushes for your mountain. Advertisement Add New Question Question How do you create a mountain? One
simple way to make a mountain is to use papier-mache. It's relatively easy and inexpensive. First, get a sturdy cardboard or wooden square to put your mountain on. Then, scrunch up a sheet of newspaper into a ball and tape it together with masking tape. Glue the newspaper balls to the base and form the shape of a mountain. Let the glue dry for 24
hours so it's solid. To make your binding mixture, pour 1 cup (140 grams) of flour and 1 cup (240 mL) of water into a bowl. Stir this mixture continuously until all the lumps of flour are completely mixed with the water. Then, cut some newspaper into long strips about 1 by 3 in (2.5 by 7.6 cm) long. Dip the strips of newspaper into the mixture and
spread them over the mountain of newspaper balls until it's fully covered. Let your mountain dry overnight and then add paint to bring it to life! Question How do you make a mountain out of cardboard? If you're looking for a quick and easy way to make mountains, you can cut 2-D shapes out of cardboard. Take a sheet of cardboard and draw triangles
and rough mountain shapes with a pencil. Use a pair of scissors to cut out the mountain shapes. Add a base color like gray to give them a rocky color. You can also add white on the tips to mimic snow-covered peaks. Add some darker lines to give your mountains some texture. You could even pin them to foam board so they're standing up and form a
mountain range. Question How do you paint a mountain? Start with the outline of the mountain. You could make a simple triangle, draw a few triangles next to each other, or form a long ridge of mountains. Paint the mountain a base color such as dark or light gray to give it that rocky appearance. Add some darker lines to form ridges and give some
texture and depth to your painting. Make the lines uneven to make it look more realistic. You could even add some shading to one side of the mountain to simulate the sun shining down on it. Paint the peaks of the mountains white to give the appearance of snow. You could also add some trees around the base of the mountain to create a more complex
landscape. Ask a Question Advertisement A cardboard or wooden squareRazor knifeNewspaperMasking tapeGlueFlourWaterScissorsWater-based paintGreen sawdust or paper (optional)Artificial trees, buildings, and structures (optional) Thanks Thanks The advice in this section is based on the lived experiences of wikiHow readers like you. If you
have a helpful tip youd like to share on wikiHow, please submit it in the field below. If you're making a volcano, place an empty water bottle in the middle of the base. Then, follow the rest of the steps. Use a hairdryer for a quick dry! Advertisement Thanks Advertisement This article was co-authored by wikiHow Staff. Our trained team of editors and
researchers validate articles for accuracy and comprehensiveness. wikiHow's Content Management Team carefully monitors the work from our editorial staff to ensure that each article is backed by trusted research and meets our high quality standards. This article has been viewed 234,157 times. Co-authors: 21 Updated: May 7, 2025 Views:234,157
Categories: Model Making PrintSend fan mail to authors Thanks to all authors for creating a page that has been read 234,157 times. "I liked the tips for painting the mountain to show different land features. It would be helpful to specify using acrylic or tempera paints for best results. I'm glad I learned that sprinkling sawdust on the wet paint makes
the grass look more 3D. The painting advice helped me get the mountain looking exactly how I wanted."..." more Share your story 1Scrunch up a sheet of newspaper into a ball and tape it together. Put masking tape over the newspaper to make sure it stays bundled up. Do this a few times to create a collection of scrunched-up newspaper balls that
you can use to build your mountain.[1]Youll probably need about 5-10 balls of paper, depending on how large you want your mountain to be.Theres no set size that your newspaper balls should be; you just need to make sure that theyre dense enough to be sturdy and to support the papier-mache and paint that youll put on them.You can also use
aluminum foil to create these balls. Although these are sturdier, theyre also heavier than newspaper. 2Glue these balls to a square cardboard base to make a rough mountain shape. First, glue a few newspaper balls to your base to create the bottom layer of the mountain. Make this bottom layer as wide and long as you want the mountain to be. Then,
glue the rest of the balls on top of these first balls and position them in a way that makes a rough mountain shape.[2]Make sure your base is slightly longer and wider than your mountain will be. If the dimensions of your mountain will be 10 by 10 inches (25 by 25cm), then your base should measure about 12 by 12 inches (30 by 30cm).If you want your
mountain to be wide and flat, position your newspaper balls so that they create a wide, flat mountain surface. If you want your mountain to have a high peak, make a long, narrow ball and position it so that it points upwards.You can just use ordinary white craft glue for this project. Advertisement 3Allow the glue 24 hours to dry. This will give your
newspaper balls enough time to become set in their positions. You may need to hold some of the newspaper balls in place for a little while (e.g., 30 minutes) if they were glued in an unstable position.[3] Advertisement 1Mix equal parts of water and flour together in a medium-sized bowl. Pour 1 cup (140 grams) of flour and 1 cup (240mL) of water into
a bowl. Stir this mixture continuously until all the lumps of flour are completely mixed with the water. Add a dash of salt to the mix if youre worried about the possibility of mold growing on the mountain.Some people prefer to heat up this mixture over low heat in order to get a smoother consistency. However, this isnt absolutely necessary.2Cut some
newspaper into long strips about 1 by 3in (2.5 by 7.6cm) long. Use scissors or simply rip up some newspaper in order to make these strips. You can make them longer than 3 inches (7.6cm) if you want, but keep in mind that theyll become more likely to rip and less easy to control if you make them too long.[4]3Dip a newspaper strip into your flour
paste and put it on your mountain. As you remove the newspaper strip from the paste, slide it in between your thumb and forefinger to get any excess paste off of the strip. Then, lay it horizontally along the side of your mountain.[5]Its important to remove the excess paste from your newspaper strips in order to cut down on the time it takes the
papier-mache to dry.Dont worry about making the strip look perfect when you go to put it on your mountain. Youll have a chance to do that later.4Scrunch or smooth out the strip as needed to add texture. Use your fingers to either push the 2 ends of the strip you laid down closer together or pull them further apart. Scrunch the strip to make a rough
or rocky spot, or smooth it out to give a flat hilly appearance to your mountain.[6]Be very gentle when handling your newspaper strip; you may accidentally rip it when youre smoothing it out.5Repeat this process until you have a layer of strips on the mountain. Continue to lay more strips along the surface of your mountain until its completely
covered. If the surface seems flimsy or looks thin, feel free to add a second layer.6Leave your mountain to dry overnight. Papier-mache requires at least a few hours to dry, but leaving it overnight will help ensure that its as dry as possible before you go to paint it. For best results, leave it to dry somewhere it wont be exposed to too much moisture.
[7]For example, avoid leaving it to dry in a bathroom or moldy garage. Advertisement 1Paint your mountain with a water-based paint to give it some color. Use a variety of greens, browns, blues, and whites to depict any grass, rocks, rivers, or snow you want to have on your mountain. Be sure the papier-mache is completely dry before you begin to
paint.[8]If youre creating this mountain for other people to look at, create a legend in the corner of your base using these paint colors to indicate what each color represents. Quickly make a mountain model for a school project. "I had to make a model of Mount Fuji for a project I was presenting on Zoom. This guide was so helpful and easy to follow
along. I realized I only needed to let the newspaper balls set for 5 minutes before adding the papier mache, which allowed me to finish up my model super fast." - Alice R. Complete geography assignments with a realistic mountain model. "I used this article to make an accurate model of the Andes Mountains for a class project. The step-by-step
instructions really helped me shape the base, add papier mache for texture, and paint it to look real. Thanks to this guide, I was able to turn in an awesome mountain model for my geography assignment." - Khalil S. Build a sturdy, realistic-looking mountain model. "I needed to construct a mountain model for a school project, and this tutorial was
perfect. It showed me how to make a solid base and detailed surface. Now, I know the techniques to create a mountain model that looks real and also holds up nicely. This was so useful for finishing my project." - Sumiaya W. Get desired effects by using the right paints. "I liked the tips for painting the mountain to show different land features. It would
be helpful to specify using acrylic or tempera paints for best results. I'm glad I learned that sprinkling sawdust on the wet paint makes the grass look more 3D. The painting advice helped me get the mountain looking exactly how I wanted." - Andorra B. Did you know that wikiHow has collected over 365,000 reader stories since it started in 2005? Wed
love to hear from you! Share your story here. 2Sprinkle green sawdust on your mountain for more textured grass. This isnt completely necessary, but many enthusiasts use green sawdust or shredded pieces of green paper to make their grass more three-dimensional. Be sure to do this while the paint is still wet so that the dust sticks to the green
paint.[9]You can buy green sawdust or paper at any arts and crafts store.3Add artificial trees, buildings, and any other structures you want to have. Glue these to your mountain after the paint has dried. You can buy these types of add-ons at most arts and crafts stores and any store that sells modeling kits.[10]You can also use lichen to create little
trees and bushes for your mountain. Advertisement Add New Question Question How do you create a mountain? One simple way to make a mountain is to use papier-mache. It's relatively easy and inexpensive. First, get a sturdy cardboard or wooden square to put your mountain on. Then, scrunch up a sheet of newspaper into a ball and tape it
together with masking tape. Glue the newspaper balls to the base and form the shape of a mountain. Let the glue dry for 24 hours so it's solid. To make your binding mixture, pour 1 cup (140 grams) of flour and 1 cup (240 mL) of water into a bowl. Stir this mixture continuously until all the lumps of flour are completely mixed with the water. Then, cut
some newspaper into long strips about 1 by 3 in (2.5 by 7.6 cm) long. Dip the strips of newspaper into the mixture and spread them over the mountain of newspaper balls until it's fully covered. Let your mountain dry overnight and then add paint to bring it to life! Question How do you make a mountain out of cardboard? If you're looking for a quick
and easy way to make mountains, you can cut 2-D shapes out of cardboard. Take a sheet of cardboard and draw triangles and rough mountain shapes with a pencil. Use a pair of scissors to cut out the mountain shapes. Add a base color like gray to give them a rocky color. You can also add white on the tips to mimic snow-covered peaks. Add some
darker lines to give your mountains some texture. You could even pin them to foam board so they're standing up and form a mountain range. Question How do you paint a mountain? Start with the outline of the mountain. You could make a simple triangle, draw a few triangles next to each other, or form a long ridge of mountains. Paint the mountain a
base color such as dark or light gray to give it that rocky appearance. Add some darker lines to form ridges and give some texture and depth to your painting. Make the lines uneven to make it look more realistic. You could even add some shading to one side of the mountain to simulate the sun shining down on it. Paint the peaks of the mountains
white to give the appearance of snow. You could also add some trees around the base of the mountain to create a more complex landscape. Ask a Question Advertisement A cardboard or wooden squareRazor knifeNewspaperMasking tapeGlueFlourWaterScissorsWater-based paintGreen sawdust or paper (optional)Artificial trees, buildings, and
structures (optional) Thanks Thanks The advice in this section is based on the lived experiences of wikiHow readers like you. If you have a helpful tip youd like to share on wikiHow, please submit it in the field below. If you're making a volcano, place an empty water bottle in the middle of the base. Then, follow the rest of the steps. Use a hairdryer for
a quick dry! Advertisement Thanks Advertisement This article was co-authored by wikiHow Staff. Our trained team of editors and researchers validate articles for accuracy and comprehensiveness. wikiHow's Content Management Team carefully monitors the work from our editorial staff to ensure that each article is backed by trusted research and
meets our high quality standards. This article has been viewed 234,157 times. Co-authors: 21 Updated: May 7, 2025 Views:234,157 Categories: Model Making PrintSend fan mail to authors Thanks to all authors for creating a page that has been read 234,157 times. "I liked the tips for painting the mountain to show different land features. It would be
helpful to specify using acrylic or tempera paints for best results. I'm glad I learned that sprinkling sawdust on the wet paint makes the grass look more 3D. The painting advice helped me get the mountain looking exactly how I wanted."..." more Share your story 1Scrunch up a sheet of newspaper into a ball and tape it together. Put masking tape over
the newspaper to make sure it stays bundled up. Do this a few times to create a collection of scrunched-up newspaper balls that you can use to build your mountain.[1]Youll probably need about 5-10 balls of paper, depending on how large you want your mountain to be.Theres no set size that your newspaper balls should be; you just need to make sure
that theyre dense enough to be sturdy and to support the papier-mache and paint that youll put on them.You can also use aluminum foil to create these balls. Although these are sturdier, theyre also heavier than newspaper. 2Glue these balls to a square cardboard base to make a rough mountain shape. First, glue a few newspaper balls to your base to
create the bottom layer of the mountain. Make this bottom layer as wide and long as you want the mountain to be. Then, glue the rest of the balls on top of these first balls and position them in a way that makes a rough mountain shape.[2]Make sure your base is slightly longer and wider than your mountain will be. If the dimensions of your mountain
will be 10 by 10 inches (25 by 25cm), then your base should measure about 12 by 12 inches (30 by 30cm).If you want your mountain to be wide and flat, position your newspaper balls so that they create a wide, flat mountain surface. If you want your mountain to have a high peak, make a long, narrow ball and position it so that it points upwards.You
can just use ordinary white craft glue for this project. Advertisement 3Allow the glue 24 hours to dry. This will give your newspaper balls enough time to become set in their positions. You may need to hold some of the newspaper balls in place for a little while (e.g., 30 minutes) if they were glued in an unstable position.[3] Advertisement 1Mix equal
parts of water and flour together in a medium-sized bowl. Pour 1 cup (140 grams) of flour and 1 cup (240mL) of water into a bowl. Stir this mixture continuously until all the lumps of flour are completely mixed with the water. Add a dash of salt to the mix if youre worried about the possibility of mold growing on the mountain.Some people prefer to
heat up this mixture over low heat in order to get a smoother consistency. However, this isnt absolutely necessary.2Cut some newspaper into long strips about 1 by 3in (2.5 by 7.6cm) long. Use scissors or simply rip up some newspaper in order to make these strips. You can make them longer than 3 inches (7.6cm) if you want, but keep in mind that
theyll become more likely to rip and less easy to control if you make them too long.[4]3Dip a newspaper strip into your flour paste and put it on your mountain. As you remove the newspaper strip from the paste, slide it in between your thumb and forefinger to get any excess paste off of the strip. Then, lay it horizontally along the side of your
mountain.[5]Its important to remove the excess paste from your newspaper strips in order to cut down on the time it takes the papier-mache to dry.Dont worry about making the strip look perfect when you go to put it on your mountain. Youll have a chance to do that later.4Scrunch or smooth out the strip as needed to add texture. Use your fingers to
either push the 2 ends of the strip you laid down closer together or pull them further apart. Scrunch the strip to make a rough or rocky spot, or smooth it out to give a flat hilly appearance to your mountain.[6]Be very gentle when handling your newspaper strip; you may accidentally rip it when youre smoothing it out.5Repeat this process until you
have a layer of strips on the mountain. Continue to lay more strips along the surface of your mountain until its completely covered. If the surface seems flimsy or looks thin, feel free to add a second layer.6Leave your mountain to dry overnight. Papier-mache requires at least a few hours to dry, but leaving it overnight will help ensure that its as dry as
possible before you go to paint it. For best results, leave it to dry somewhere it wont be exposed to too much moisture.[7]For example, avoid leaving it to dry in a bathroom or moldy garage. Advertisement 1Paint your mountain with a water-based paint to give it some color. Use a variety of greens, browns, blues, and whites to depict any grass, rocks,
rivers, or snow you want to have on your mountain. Be sure the papier-mache is completely dry before you begin to paint.[8]If youre creating this mountain for other people to look at, create a legend in the corner of your base using these paint colors to indicate what each color represents. Quickly make a mountain model for a school project. "I had to
make a model of Mount Fuji for a project I was presenting on Zoom. This guide was so helpful and easy to follow along. I realized I only needed to let the newspaper balls set for 5 minutes before adding the papier mache, which allowed me to finish up my model super fast." - Alice R. Complete geography assignments with a realistic mountain model. "I
used this article to make an accurate model of the Andes Mountains for a class project. The step-by-step instructions really helped me shape the base, add papier mache for texture, and paint it to look real. Thanks to this guide, I was able to turn in an awesome mountain model for my geography assignment." - Khalil S. Build a sturdy, realistic-looking
mountain model. "I needed to construct a mountain model for a school project, and this tutorial was perfect. It showed me how to make a solid base and detailed surface. Now, I know the techniques to create a mountain model that looks real and also holds up nicely. This was so useful for finishing my project." - Sumiaya W. Get desired effects by
using the right paints. "I liked the tips for painting the mountain to show different land features. It would be helpful to specify using acrylic or tempera paints for best results. I'm glad I learned that sprinkling sawdust on the wet paint makes the grass look more 3D. The painting advice helped me get the mountain looking exactly how I wanted." -
Andorra B. Did you know that wikiHow has collected over 365,000 reader stories since it started in 2005? Wed love to hear from you! Share your story here. 2Sprinkle green sawdust on your mountain for more textured grass. This isnt completely necessary, but many enthusiasts use green sawdust or shredded pieces of green paper to make their
grass more three-dimensional. Be sure to do this while the paint is still wet so that the dust sticks to the green paint.[9]You can buy green sawdust or paper at any arts and crafts store.3Add artificial trees, buildings, and any other structures you want to have. Glue these to your mountain after the paint has dried. You can buy these types of add-ons at
most arts and crafts stores and any store that sells modeling kits.[10]You can also use lichen to create little trees and bushes for your mountain. Advertisement Add New Question Question How do you create a mountain? One simple way to make a mountain is to use papier-mache. It's relatively easy and inexpensive. First, get a sturdy cardboard or
wooden square to put your mountain on. Then, scrunch up a sheet of newspaper into a ball and tape it together with masking tape. Glue the newspaper balls to the base and form the shape of a mountain. Let the glue dry for 24 hours so it's solid. To make your binding mixture, pour 1 cup (140 grams) of flour and 1 cup (240 mL) of water into a bowl.
Stir this mixture continuously until all the lumps of flour are completely mixed with the water. Then, cut some newspaper into long strips about 1 by 3 in (2.5 by 7.6 cm) long. Dip the strips of newspaper into the mixture and spread them over the mountain of newspaper balls until it's fully covered. Let your mountain dry overnight and then add paint
to bring it to life! Question How do you make a mountain out of cardboard? If you're looking for a quick and easy way to make mountains, you can cut 2-D shapes out of cardboard. Take a sheet of cardboard and draw triangles and rough mountain shapes with a pencil. Use a pair of scissors to cut out the mountain shapes. Add a base color like gray to
give them a rocky color. You can also add white on the tips to mimic snow-covered peaks. Add some darker lines to give your mountains some texture. You could even pin them to foam board so they're standing up and form a mountain range. Question How do you paint a mountain? Start with the outline of the mountain. You could make a simple
triangle, draw a few triangles next to each other, or form a long ridge of mountains. Paint the mountain a base color such as dark or light gray to give it that rocky appearance. Add some darker lines to form ridges and give some texture and depth to your painting. Make the lines uneven to make it look more realistic. You could even add some shading
to one side of the mountain to simulate the sun shining down on it. Paint the peaks of the mountains white to give the appearance of snow. You could also add some trees around the base of the mountain to create a more complex landscape. Ask a Question Advertisement A cardboard or wooden squareRazor knifeNewspaperMasking
tapeGlueFlourWaterScissorsWater-based paintGreen sawdust or paper (optional)Artificial trees, buildings, and structures (optional) Thanks Thanks The advice in this section is based on the lived experiences of wikiHow readers like you. If you have a helpful tip youd like to share on wikiHow, please submit it in the field below. If you're making a
volcano, place an empty water bottle in the middle of the base. Then, follow the rest of the steps. Use a hairdryer for a quick dry! Advertisement Thanks Advertisement This article was co-authored by wikiHow Staff. Our trained team of editors and researchers validate articles for accuracy and comprehensiveness. wikiHow's Content Management
Team carefully monitors the work from our editorial staff to ensure that each article is backed by trusted research and meets our high quality standards. This article has been viewed 234,157 times. Co-authors: 21 Updated: May 7, 2025 Views:234,157 Categories: Model Making PrintSend fan mail to authors Thanks to all authors for creating a page
that has been read 234,157 times. "I liked the tips for painting the mountain to show different land features. It would be helpful to specify using acrylic or tempera paints for best results. I'm glad I learned that sprinkling sawdust on the wet paint makes the grass look more 3D. The painting advice helped me get the mountain looking exactly how I
wanted."..." more Share your story You're staging a school play that requires a backdrop of breathtaking mountains for a few pivotal scenes. What do you do? You can't exactly, er, move a mountain into the auditorium. Good news: Using cardboard boxes to make mountains is a quick and easy fix for this mountainous problem, and it's one that has
been used by schools and theater design companies for years. The easiest cardboard box mountain is made from large cardboard boxes from refrigerators and hot water heaters. These aren't always easy to get your hands on, though, so in lieu of outsize boxes, try stacking smaller boxes like a pyramid. In this case, the boxes must all be the same size
in order to have a solid base. And to get the most bang for your buck, try paper boxes without the lids these are widely available in most schools or offices. Remove the lids from 15 paper boxes. Stack the 15 paper boxes in the shape of a pyramid with five boxes on the bottom. Place the boxes so the 12-inch end is to the front of the pyramid. Number
the front of the paper boxes in order from 1 to 15. Pull two sheets of paper from the newsprint roll 5-feet long. Tape the two pieces together to make a large 5-by-6-foot rectangle. Draw the shape of the mountain on the 5-by-6-foot piece of paper. Make sure the paper is laying so it is 5-feet-wide and 6-feet-tall. Draw a ragged pyramid shape to form the
mountain. Put an X on the top of the mountain. Cut out the mountain shape. Hold the mountain shape against the front of the boxes shaped into a pyramid. Make sure the X is visible. Line up the bottom of the mountain with the bottom of the boxes. Trace around the outside shape of the mountain. Remove the paper mountain from the front of the
boxes. Hold the paper mountain on the back of the box pyramid. Line up the bottom of the mountain with the bottom of the boxes. Make sure the X is not visible and facing the boxes. Trace around the outside of the paper shape. Remove the paper mountain. Start at the top of the pyramid. Remove the top box and cut along the lines with a utility knife.
Make sure to cut off the excess cardboard from both sides of the box. Set aside. Repeat the process with each cardboard box with a mountain outline. Discard any scrap. Take down the top four rows of boxes. Place large rings of masking tape in-between the boxes to hold them in place. Make the rings of tape approximately 6-inches in diameter. Stack
the boxes in their original positions. Place large 3-to-4-inch circles of masking tape on the back of the paper mountain. Tape it to the front of the cardboard box mountain. Push the tape firmly. Paint the paper on the front of the cardboard box pyramid to represent a mountain. Paint any exposed cardboard.15 paper boxesNewsprint rollMasking
tapePencilScissorsUtility knifeTempra paintPaint palletes, plastic lids or paper plates.PaintbrushesWater containerWater Blakesley, Kim. "How To Make Mountains From Cardboard Boxes" sciencing.com, . 22 November 2019. APA Blakesley, Kim. (2019, November 22). How To Make Mountains From Cardboard Boxes. sciencing.com. Retrieved from
Chicago Blakesley, Kim. How To Make Mountains From Cardboard Boxes last modified March 24, 2022. Geology and earth science made easy (to learn) and super quick (to read about). You, too, can make a mountainjust grab this nonfiction picture book and start today!DO IT YOURSELF!START TODAY!From shaping peaks and crafting a glacier to
nurturing your own plants and animals, these nine simple steps cover everything you need to know to make your very own mountain. In this book, you'll learn how to Crush a piece of continent into a mountain range; Freeze and melt glaciers; Carve ravines, valleys, rivers, and mountain lakes; Foster plants and develop a fertile layer of soil; and Fill
your mountain with a wide variety of animals that will work together to keep your mountain ecosystems healthyYESYOU, TOO, CAN MAKE A MOUNTAIN!It is a big job, but it's also a thrilling adventure! Pack your snacks, load up your gear, and get ready for the challenge of a lifetime!*Tectonic plates, tools, and wildlife not included. Some restrictions
apply. The authors assume no responsibility for frostbite, landslides, or accidental volcanoes.SCIENCE WITH A PLAYFUL, DIY TWIST: This fun and funny nonfiction picture book humorously encourages readers to get busy making their own mountain ranges. By the end, they will have learned the many steps that ultimately turn a rock into a peak, a
slope into a gorge, snow into a glacier, and much more! GREAT FOR BUDDING ENVIRONTMENTALISTS: Once readers have "built" their mountains, their jobs aren't overbecause the environment needs caretakers and stewards, of course! With rich back matter and lush illustrations accompanying an engaging text, this picture book is perfect for
instilling a love of the natural world in budding scientists, environmental activists, and nature enthusiasts. STRONG CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS: Earth science is a staple classroom subject in all elementary school grades. With a depth of research and an engaging, highly visual narrative, this book is an excellent resource for librarians and primary
school educators.Perfect for: Teachers and librarians Parents, grandparents, and caregivers Anyone who loves or collects rocks Lovers of fun, unique approaches to nonfiction and STEM topics Gift-givers looking for a one-of-a-kind gift that's both funny and educational Mountains are awe-inspiring natural formations that can evoke a sense of wonder
and adventure. Whether you are looking to create a mountain in your backyard or in a virtual world, understanding the processes involved is crucial. This guide will delve into the various methods of mountain creation, both physically and digitally, providing you with the knowledge and tools to bring your vision to life. Understanding Mountains Before
diving into the construction of a mountain, it is important to understand what a mountain is. Mountains are elevated terrains that rise significantly above their surroundings, typically characterized by steep slopes and a peak. They are formed through various geological processes, including tectonic activity, volcanic eruptions, and erosion. The Types
of Mountains Fold Mountains: Created by the collision of tectonic plates. Fault-block Mountains: Formed by faults in the Earth's crust. Volcanic Mountains: Erupted from volcanoes. Plateau Mountains: Eroded plateaus that have been uplifted. Designing Your Mountain Designing a mountain involves planning its structure, height, and surrounding
landscape. Consider the following aspects: Purpose: What will the mountain be used for? A climbing experience, a scenic view, or simply as a decorative element? Size: How large do you want your mountain to be? Scale is essential for both physical and virtual creations. Surrounding Environment: What will the landscape around the mountain look
like? Will there be trees, water bodies, or pathways? Depending on whether you are creating a mountain physically or digitally, the materials and tools will vary: For Physical Mountains Soil Rocks Plants and grass Wooden beams (for structural support) Landscaping tools (shovels, rakes, etc.) For Virtual Mountains 3D modeling software (e.g., Blender,
SketchUp) Game engines (e.g., Unity, Unreal Engine) Textures and heightmaps Programming knowledge (for interactive features) Step-by-Step Guide to Building a Mountain Follow these steps to create your mountain, whether in your backyard or in a digital environment: Step 1: Planning and Research Conduct thorough research on the type of
mountain you wish to create. Sketch your design and gather all necessary materials. Step 2: Preparing the Site Clear the area where the mountain will be built. Level the ground and ensure there are no obstacles. Step 3: Building the Base Start building the mountains base using soil and rocks. Ensure that the foundation is solid to support the
mountain's height. Step 4: Shaping the Mountain Gradually add materials to shape the mountain. Create slopes and peaks while considering natural erosion patterns. Step 5: Landscaping Add vegetation and rocks to enhance the natural look of the mountain. Use plants that are native to mountainous regions for authenticity. Step 6: Maintenance
Regularly maintain your mountain by checking for erosion and adding new plants as necessary. Creating Mountains in Virtual Environments Building mountains in a virtual setting can be more complex but also more rewarding. Use the following steps to create a virtual mountain: Step 1: Choosing a Software Select a 3D modeling software or game
engine that suits your needs. Step 2: Creating the Terrain Use heightmaps to create the base terrain. These maps dictate the elevation and shape of the mountain. Step 3: Sculpting the Mountain Utilize sculpting tools to refine the mountain's shape, ensuring that it has realistic slopes and peaks. Step 4: Texturing Apply textures to give the mountain a
realistic appearance. Consider using rocky textures for the peaks and grassy ones for the slopes. Step 5: Adding Details Add environmental details such as trees, rocks, and water bodies to create a more immersive experience. Case Studies Various successful projects have demonstrated effective mountain creation techniques: Case Study 1: The
Backyard Mountain A family in Colorado created a mountain in their backyard using natural materials, which became a local attraction. Case Study 2: Virtual Mountain Landscapes A game developer successfully created a detailed mountain range for an open-world game, incorporating realistic physics and textures. Expert Insights Experts
recommend focusing on the natural elements of mountain creation. Whether physical or digital, authenticity is key. Engage with local geomorphologists or landscape architects for tailored advice. Common Mistakes to Avoid Neglecting the base structure, which can lead to collapse. Using non-native plants that may not thrive. Overdoing the height
without considering slope stability. FAQs 1. How long does it take to build a mountain? The time varies depending on size and complexity, but it can take weeks to months. 2. What is the best material to use for a physical mountain? Soil, rocks, and plants are ideal; use materials that are locally sourced for sustainability. 3. Can I create a mountain in a
small yard? Yes, a small mountain can fit in a smaller space with careful planning and design. 4. What software is best for creating virtual mountains? Blender and Unity are popular choices due to their robust features and user communities. 5. Are there any regulations for building a mountain in my backyard? Check local zoning laws and regulations
regarding landscaping and construction. 6. How do I maintain my physical mountain? Regularly check for erosion and replace any dead plants to keep the mountain looking natural. 7. Can I make a mountain with recycled materials? Yes, using recycled materials can be a sustainable way to construct your mountain. 8. Is it possible to create a
mountain in a video game? Absolutely! Many games allow for custom terrains, including mountains. 9. What are the benefits of creating a mountain in my landscape? Mountains can enhance the beauty of your property, provide privacy, and create unique recreational opportunities. 10. How do mountains affect local ecosystems? Mountains can
influence local climate, soil types, and biodiversity, providing habitats for various species. Creating a mountain, whether in reality or virtually, is an exciting endeavor that can lead to numerous benefits and enhance your environment. With the right tools, materials, and knowledge, you can bring your mountainous vision to life! "Readers with a solid
introductory grasp of earth science concepts, the water cycle, and basic geological features will build a deeper understanding of the effects that climate patterns, water, and time have on this grand phenomenon in nature. Highly recommended for the curious upper elementary reader interested in earth science or paired with a geology unit that
explores mountain formation and geological terms."?-School Library Journal"Under the breezy tutelage and encouragement of an unseen narrator, a young girl creates a splendidly sculpted mountain, alive with flora and fauna and equally well-suited for hiking or for quiet contemplation. . . Solid organization, fascinating backmatter, and Huntington's
running commentary on the mechanics of earth science make this a perfect fit for curricular use, and the understated humor will appeal to middle graders who enjoy, and perhaps even need, memorable visuals to complement informational text."-The Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books"Using a friendly but informative second-person voice, the
humorous narrator treats readers as full participants in the geologic process, complete with explanations as needed. . . . Lemon's sketch-like illustrations match the engaging tone. . . . [How to Make a Mountain is] earth science charmingly disguised as a how-to manual."-Booklist "A useful, engaging, and clearly delineated distillation of a complex
geological process."-Kirkus Reviews Amy Huntington is an author, illustrator, and recipient of the 2017 Institute for Child Success Focus Fellowship. She lives in Vermont with her husband, two cats, twenty hens, one rooster, one tilapia, and two sheep. Nancy Lemon has always loved animals. In middle school she volunteered at a vet's office, which
was also home to a twenty-five-pound tabby cat named Buddy. He was the fattest cat she had (and has) ever seen. Nancy lives in Charleston, South Carolina, with her husband, two imaginative children, and their goofy dog. 1Scrunch up a sheet of newspaper into a ball and tape it together. Put masking tape over the newspaper to make sure it stays
bundled up. Do this a few times to create a collection of scrunched-up newspaper balls that you can use to build your mountain.[1]Youll probably need about 5-10 balls of paper, depending on how large you want your mountain to be.Theres no set size that your newspaper balls should be; you just need to make sure that theyre dense enough to be
sturdy and to support the papier-mache and paint that youll put on them.You can also use aluminum foil to create these balls. Although these are sturdier, theyre also heavier than newspaper. 2Glue these balls to a square cardboard base to make a rough mountain shape. First, glue a few newspaper balls to your base to create the bottom layer of the
mountain. Make this bottom layer as wide and long as you want the mountain to be. Then, glue the rest of the balls on top of these first balls and position them in a way that makes a rough mountain shape.[2]Make sure your base is slightly longer and wider than your mountain will be. If the dimensions of your mountain will be 10 by 10 inches (25 by
25cm), then your base should measure about 12 by 12 inches (30 by 30cm).If you want your mountain to be wide and flat, position your newspaper balls so that they create a wide, flat mountain surface. If you want your mountain to have a high peak, make a long, narrow ball and position it so that it points upwards.You can just use ordinary white
craft glue for this project. Advertisement 3Allow the glue 24 hours to dry. This will give your newspaper balls enough time to become set in their positions. You may need to hold some of the newspaper balls in place for a little while (e.g., 30 minutes) if they were glued in an unstable position.[3] Advertisement 1Mix equal parts of water and flour
together in a medium-sized bowl. Pour 1 cup (140 grams) of flour and 1 cup (240mL) of water into a bowl. Stir this mixture continuously until all the lumps of flour are completely mixed with the water. Add a dash of salt to the mix if youre worried about the possibility of mold growing on the mountain.Some people prefer to heat up this mixture over
low heat in order to get a smoother consistency. However, this isnt absolutely necessary.2Cut some newspaper into long strips about 1 by 3in (2.5 by 7.6cm) long. Use scissors or simply rip up some newspaper in order to make these strips. You can make them longer than 3 inches (7.6cm) if you want, but keep in mind that theyll become more likely to
rip and less easy to control if you make them too long.[4]3Dip a newspaper strip into your flour paste and put it on your mountain. As you remove the newspaper strip from the paste, slide it in between your thumb and forefinger to get any excess paste off of the strip. Then, lay it horizontally along the side of your mountain.[5]Its important to remove
the excess paste from your newspaper strips in order to cut down on the time it takes the papier-mache to dry.Dont worry about making the strip look perfect when you go to put it on your mountain. Youll have a chance to do that later.4Scrunch or smooth out the strip as needed to add texture. Use your fingers to either push the 2 ends of the strip
you laid down closer together or pull them further apart. Scrunch the strip to make a rough or rocky spot, or smooth it out to give a flat hilly appearance to your mountain.[6]Be very gentle when handling your newspaper strip; you may accidentally rip it when youre smoothing it out.5Repeat this process until you have a layer of strips on the mountain.
Continue to lay more strips along the surface of your mountain until its completely covered. If the surface seems flimsy or looks thin, feel free to add a second layer.6Leave your mountain to dry overnight. Papier-mache requires at least a few hours to dry, but leaving it overnight will help ensure that its as dry as possible before you go to paint it. For
best results, leave it to dry somewhere it wont be exposed to too much moisture.[7]For example, avoid leaving it to dry in a bathroom or moldy garage. Advertisement 1Paint your mountain with a water-based paint to give it some color. Use a variety of greens, browns, blues, and whites to depict any grass, rocks, rivers, or snow you want to have on
your mountain. Be sure the papier-mache is completely dry before you begin to paint.[8]If youre creating this mountain for other people to look at, create a legend in the corner of your base using these paint colors to indicate what each color represents. Quickly make a mountain model for a school project. "I had to make a model of Mount Fuji for a
project I was presenting on Zoom. This guide was so helpful and easy to follow along. I realized I only needed to let the newspaper balls set for 5 minutes before adding the papier mache, which allowed me to finish up my model super fast." - Alice R. Complete geography assignments with a realistic mountain model. "I used this article to make an
accurate model of the Andes Mountains for a class project. The step-by-step instructions really helped me shape the base, add papier mache for texture, and paint it to look real. Thanks to this guide, I was able to turn in an awesome mountain model for my geography assignment." - Khalil S. Build a sturdy, realistic-looking mountain model. "I needed
to construct a mountain model for a school project, and this tutorial was perfect. It showed me how to make a solid base and detailed surface. Now, I know the techniques to create a mountain model that looks real and also holds up nicely. This was so useful for finishing my project." - Sumiaya W. Get desired effects by using the right paints. "I liked
the tips for painting the mountain to show different land features. It would be helpful to specify using acrylic or tempera paints for best results. I'm glad I learned that sprinkling sawdust on the wet paint makes the grass look more 3D. The painting advice helped me get the mountain looking exactly how I wanted." - Andorra B. Did you know that
wikiHow has collected over 365,000 reader stories since it started in 2005? Wed love to hear from you! Share your story here. 2Sprinkle green sawdust on your mountain for more textured grass. This isnt completely necessary, but many enthusiasts use green sawdust or shredded pieces of green paper to make their grass more three-dimensional. Be
sure to do this while the paint is still wet so that the dust sticks to the green paint.[9]You can buy green sawdust or paper at any arts and crafts store.3Add artificial trees, buildings, and any other structures you want to have. Glue these to your mountain after the paint has dried. You can buy these types of add-ons at most arts and crafts stores and
any store that sells modeling kits.[10]You can also use lichen to create little trees and bushes for your mountain. Advertisement Add New Question Question How do you create a mountain? One simple way to make a mountain is to use papier-mache. It's relatively easy and inexpensive. First, get a sturdy cardboard or wooden square to put your
mountain on. Then, scrunch up a sheet of newspaper into a ball and tape it together with masking tape. Glue the newspaper balls to the base and form the shape of a mountain. Let the glue dry for 24 hours so it's solid. To make your binding mixture, pour 1 cup (140 grams) of flour and 1 cup (240 mL) of water into a bowl. Stir this mixture
continuously until all the lumps of flour are completely mixed with the water. Then, cut some newspaper into long strips about 1 by 3 in (2.5 by 7.6 cm) long. Dip the strips of newspaper into the mixture and spread them over the mountain of newspaper balls until it's fully covered. Let your mountain dry overnight and then add paint to bring it to life!
Question How do you make a mountain out of cardboard? If you're looking for a quick and easy way to make mountains, you can cut 2-D shapes out of cardboard. Take a sheet of cardboard and draw triangles and rough mountain shapes with a pencil. Use a pair of scissors to cut out the mountain shapes. Add a base color like gray to give them a rocky
color. You can also add white on the tips to mimic snow-covered peaks. Add some darker lines to give your mountains some texture. You could even pin them to foam board so they're standing up and form a mountain range. Question How do you paint a mountain? Start with the outline of the mountain. You could make a simple triangle, draw a few
triangles next to each other, or form a long ridge of mountains. Paint the mountain a base color such as dark or light gray to give it that rocky appearance. Add some darker lines to form ridges and give some texture and depth to your painting. Make the lines uneven to make it look more realistic. You could even add some shading to one side of the
mountain to simulate the sun shining down on it. Paint the peaks of the mountains white to give the appearance of snow. You could also add some trees around the base of the mountain to create a more complex landscape. Ask a Question Advertisement A cardboard or wooden squareRazor knifeNewspaperMasking tapeGlueFlourWaterScissorsWater-
based paintGreen sawdust or paper (optional)Artificial trees, buildings, and structures (optional) Thanks Thanks The advice in this section is based on the lived experiences of wikiHow readers like you. If you have a helpful tip youd like to share on wikiHow, please submit it in the field below. If you're making a volcano, place an empty water bottle in
the middle of the base. Then, follow the rest of the steps. Use a hairdryer for a quick dry! Advertisement Thanks Advertisement This article was co-authored by wikiHow Staff. Our trained team of editors and researchers validate articles for accuracy and comprehensiveness. wikiHow's Content Management Team carefully monitors the work from our
editorial staff to ensure that each article is backed by trusted research and meets our high quality standards. This article has been viewed 234,157 times. Co-authors: 21 Updated: May 7, 2025 Views:234,157 Categories: Model Making PrintSend fan mail to authors Thanks to all authors for creating a page that has been read 234,157 times. "I liked the
tips for painting the mountain to show different land features. It would be helpful to specify using acrylic or tempera paints for best results. I'm glad I learned that sprinkling sawdust on the wet paint makes the grass look more 3D. The painting advice helped me get the mountain looking exactly how I wanted."..." more Share your story How to make a
mountain with crafts How to build a fake waterfall for a school... How to Make Paper Mache Caves What Things Are in the Shape of a Cone? How to Make a Mosque From a Cardboard Box How to make a kid's paper Roman soldier helmet How to make fake cigars How to make a mold out of flour How to make an African hut project How to build a
paper mache pyramid How to make a Roman town out of paper How to make a paper model of an iceberg How to Make a 3-D Cardboard Goat How to Cover Styrofoam Balls With Feathers... Kids' Crafts With the Leaning Tower of Pisa How to Build an Igloo With Molding Clay How do I Make a Model Waterfall for Kids? Have you ever wondered how
mountains are formed? The process may seem incredibly complex, but it can be broken down into a few key steps. In this guide, we will walk you through the process of creating a mountain, step by step. The formation of mountains begins deep beneath the Earths surface. Tectonic plates, which are giant slabs of rock that make up the Earths crust,
collide with each other. These collisions create immense pressures and forces that lead to the uplifting of the Earths crust.Collisions between tectonic platesCreation of immense pressures and forcesUplifting of the Earths crustStep 2: SubductionDuring the collision of tectonic plates, one plate may slide beneath the other in a process known as
subduction. As the lower plate descends into the Earths mantle, it experiences intense heat and pressure. This causes the rock to melt and form magma.Subduction of one tectonic plate beneath anotherMelting of rock to form magmaStep 3: Volcanic ActivityThe magma generated from the subduction process rises towards the surface, forming a
volcano. Volcanic activity plays a crucial role in mountain formation. As the magma erupts, it solidifies and accumulates on the Earths surface, layer by layer, over millions of years.Rise of magma towards the surfaceFormation of volcanoesAccumulation of solidified magma layersStep 4: ErosionErosion is a natural process that shapes and alters the
Earths surface over time. It plays a significant role in sculpting mountains. Wind, water, and ice slowly wear away at the surface of a mountain, removing rock and sediment. This exposes the underlying layers and contributes to the formation of rugged peaks and valleys.Natural process of erosionWind, water, and ice as erosion agentsExposure of
underlying layersStep 5: Uplift and Geological ForcesMountains continue to evolve and change due to ongoing tectonic activity and geological forces. Uplift, caused by the movement of tectonic plates, may result in the gradual rise of existing mountains. Additionally, factors like earthquakes, landslides, and volcanic eruptions can further reshape the
mountain landscape.Continued tectonic activityUplift causing the rise of existing mountainsImpact of earthquakes, landslides, and volcanic eruptionsCreating a mountain is a complex process that occurs over millions of years. From tectonic forces and subduction to volcanic activity and erosion, various factors contribute to the formation and
transformation of mountains. Understanding these steps helps us appreciate the immense geological forces that shape our planets landscapes.Next time you gaze upon a majestic mountain range, youll have a deeper appreciation for the remarkable journey that led to its creation.Quanto stato utile questo articolo?0Vota per primo questo
articolo!1Scrunch up a sheet of newspaper into a ball and tape it together. Put masking tape over the newspaper to make sure it stays bundled up. Do this a few times to create a collection of scrunched-up newspaper balls that you can use to build your mountain.[1]Youll probably need about 5-10 balls of paper, depending on how large you want your
mountain to be.Theres no set size that your newspaper balls should be; you just need to make sure that theyre dense enough to be sturdy and to support the papier-mache and paint that youll put on them.You can also use aluminum foil to create these balls. Although these are sturdier, theyre also heavier than newspaper. 2Glue these balls to a square
cardboard base to make a rough mountain shape. First, glue a few newspaper balls to your base to create the bottom layer of the mountain. Make this bottom layer as wide and long as you want the mountain to be. Then, glue the rest of the balls on top of these first balls and position them in a way that makes a rough mountain shape.[2]Make sure
your base is slightly longer and wider than your mountain will be. If the dimensions of your mountain will be 10 by 10 inches (25 by 25cm), then your base should measure about 12 by 12 inches (30 by 30cm).If you want your mountain to be wide and flat, position your newspaper balls so that they create a wide, flat mountain surface. If you want your
mountain to have a high peak, make a long, narrow ball and position it so that it points upwards.You can just use ordinary white craft glue for this project. Advertisement 3Allow the glue 24 hours to dry. This will give your newspaper balls enough time to become set in their positions. You may need to hold some of the newspaper balls in place for a
little while (e.g., 30 minutes) if they were glued in an unstable position.[3] Advertisement 1Mix equal parts of water and flour together in a medium-sized bowl. Pour 1 cup (140 grams) of flour and 1 cup (240mL) of water into a bowl. Stir this mixture continuously until all the lumps of flour are completely mixed with the water. Add a dash of salt to the
mix if youre worried about the possibility of mold growing on the mountain.Some people prefer to heat up this mixture over low heat in order to get a smoother consistency. However, this isnt absolutely necessary.2Cut some newspaper into long strips about 1 by 3in (2.5 by 7.6cm) long. Use scissors or simply rip up some newspaper in order to make
these strips. You can make them longer than 3 inches (7.6cm) if you want, but keep in mind that theyll become more likely to rip and less easy to control if you make them too long.[4]3Dip a newspaper strip into your flour paste and put it on your mountain. As you remove the newspaper strip from the paste, slide it in between your thumb and
forefinger to get any excess paste off of the strip. Then, lay it horizontally along the side of your mountain.[5]Its important to remove the excess paste from your newspaper strips in order to cut down on the time it takes the papier-mache to dry.Dont worry about making the strip look perfect when you go to put it on your mountain. Youll have a
chance to do that later.4Scrunch or smooth out the strip as needed to add texture. Use your fingers to either push the 2 ends of the strip you laid down closer together or pull them further apart. Scrunch the strip to make a rough or rocky spot, or smooth it out to give a flat hilly appearance to your mountain.[6]Be very gentle when handling your
newspaper strip; you may accidentally rip it when youre smoothing it out.5Repeat this process until you have a layer of strips on the mountain. Continue to lay more strips along the surface of your mountain until its completely covered. If the surface seems flimsy or looks thin, feel free to add a second layer.6Leave your mountain to dry overnight.
Papier-mache requires at least a few hours to dry, but leaving it overnight will help ensure that its as dry as possible before you go to paint it. For best results, leave it to dry somewhere it wont be exposed to too much moisture.[7]For example, avoid leaving it to dry in a bathroom or moldy garage. Advertisement 1Paint your mountain with a water-



based paint to give it some color. Use a variety of greens, browns, blues, and whites to depict any grass, rocks, rivers, or snow you want to have on your mountain. Be sure the papier-mache is completely dry before you begin to paint.[8]If youre creating this mountain for other people to look at, create a legend in the corner of your base using these
paint colors to indicate what each color represents. Quickly make a mountain model for a school project. "I had to make a model of Mount Fuji for a project I was presenting on Zoom. This guide was so helpful and easy to follow along. I realized I only needed to let the newspaper balls set for 5 minutes before adding the papier mache, which allowed
me to finish up my model super fast." - Alice R. Complete geography assignments with a realistic mountain model. "I used this article to make an accurate model of the Andes Mountains for a class project. The step-by-step instructions really helped me shape the base, add papier mache for texture, and paint it to look real. Thanks to this guide, I was
able to turn in an awesome mountain model for my geography assignment." - Khalil S. Build a sturdy, realistic-looking mountain model. "I needed to construct a mountain model for a school project, and this tutorial was perfect. It showed me how to make a solid base and detailed surface. Now, I know the techniques to create a mountain model that
looks real and also holds up nicely. This was so useful for finishing my project." - Sumiaya W. Get desired effects by using the right paints. "I liked the tips for painting the mountain to show different land features. It would be helpful to specify using acrylic or tempera paints for best results. I'm glad I learned that sprinkling sawdust on the wet paint
makes the grass look more 3D. The painting advice helped me get the mountain looking exactly how I wanted." - Andorra B. Did you know that wikiHow has collected over 365,000 reader stories since it started in 2005? Wed love to hear from you! Share your story here. 2Sprinkle green sawdust on your mountain for more textured grass. This isnt
completely necessary, but many enthusiasts use green sawdust or shredded pieces of green paper to make their grass more three-dimensional. Be sure to do this while the paint is still wet so that the dust sticks to the green paint.[9]You can buy green sawdust or paper at any arts and crafts store.3Add artificial trees, buildings, and any other
structures you want to have. Glue these to your mountain after the paint has dried. You can buy these types of add-ons at most arts and crafts stores and any store that sells modeling kits.[10]You can also use lichen to create little trees and bushes for your mountain. Advertisement Add New Question Question How do you create a mountain? One
simple way to make a mountain is to use papier-mache. It's relatively easy and inexpensive. First, get a sturdy cardboard or wooden square to put your mountain on. Then, scrunch up a sheet of newspaper into a ball and tape it together with masking tape. Glue the newspaper balls to the base and form the shape of a mountain. Let the glue dry for 24
hours so it's solid. To make your binding mixture, pour 1 cup (140 grams) of flour and 1 cup (240 mL) of water into a bowl. Stir this mixture continuously until all the lumps of flour are completely mixed with the water. Then, cut some newspaper into long strips about 1 by 3 in (2.5 by 7.6 cm) long. Dip the strips of newspaper into the mixture and
spread them over the mountain of newspaper balls until it's fully covered. Let your mountain dry overnight and then add paint to bring it to life! Question How do you make a mountain out of cardboard? If you're looking for a quick and easy way to make mountains, you can cut 2-D shapes out of cardboard. Take a sheet of cardboard and draw triangles
and rough mountain shapes with a pencil. Use a pair of scissors to cut out the mountain shapes. Add a base color like gray to give them a rocky color. You can also add white on the tips to mimic snow-covered peaks. Add some darker lines to give your mountains some texture. You could even pin them to foam board so they're standing up and form a
mountain range. Question How do you paint a mountain? Start with the outline of the mountain. You could make a simple triangle, draw a few triangles next to each other, or form a long ridge of mountains. Paint the mountain a base color such as dark or light gray to give it that rocky appearance. Add some darker lines to form ridges and give some
texture and depth to your painting. Make the lines uneven to make it look more realistic. You could even add some shading to one side of the mountain to simulate the sun shining down on it. Paint the peaks of the mountains white to give the appearance of snow. You could also add some trees around the base of the mountain to create a more complex
landscape. Ask a Question Advertisement A cardboard or wooden squareRazor knifeNewspaperMasking tapeGlueFlourWaterScissorsWater-based paintGreen sawdust or paper (optional)Artificial trees, buildings, and structures (optional) Thanks Thanks The advice in this section is based on the lived experiences of wikiHow readers like you. If you
have a helpful tip youd like to share on wikiHow, please submit it in the field below. If you're making a volcano, place an empty water bottle in the middle of the base. Then, follow the rest of the steps. Use a hairdryer for a quick dry! Advertisement Thanks Advertisement This article was co-authored by wikiHow Staff. Our trained team of editors and
researchers validate articles for accuracy and comprehensiveness. wikiHow's Content Management Team carefully monitors the work from our editorial staff to ensure that each article is backed by trusted research and meets our high quality standards. This article has been viewed 234,157 times. Co-authors: 21 Updated: May 7, 2025 Views:234,157
Categories: Model Making PrintSend fan mail to authors Thanks to all authors for creating a page that has been read 234,157 times. "I liked the tips for painting the mountain to show different land features. It would be helpful to specify using acrylic or tempera paints for best results. I'm glad I learned that sprinkling sawdust on the wet paint makes
the grass look more 3D. The painting advice helped me get the mountain looking exactly how I wanted."..." more Share your story Mountains are natures glorious wonders that inspire awe and admiration. They are not only an impressive sight but also provide a challenging path for climbers and adventurers. Want to make your own mountain and
bring a piece of Mother Earths grandeur into your backyard, school project, or art installation? Follow these 13 easy steps to create your very own mountain.1. Choose a Location:Select a suitable location that can handle the size and weight of your mountain. Make sure it has enough space around it for proper drainage and easy access for future
maintenance.2. Gather Materials:You will need items like rocks, boulders, soil, sand, and various sizes of stones to form the base of your mountain.3. Develop a Blueprint:Sketch out a rough idea of how you want your mountain to look. Consider factors like height, width, slope inclination, and any additional features such as waterfalls or trees.4. Create
the Mountain Base:Begin by laying out large boulders in the shape of your mountains foundation. Arrange them securely together with smaller rocks or stones between gaps to prevent shifting during construction.5. Build Layers:Using soil and sand, create layers around the boulders to form the body of the mountain. Start from the base level and
gradually build up, ensuring each layer is compacted before adding more.6. Shape Your Mountain:Using hand tools or machinery, shape your structure to achieve your desired appearance while ensuring edges are smoothed out for safety purposes.7. Create Contours:Add contours on slopes with additional layers of soil or rocks to mimic natural
formations found in mountains. This adds interest and makes it appear more realistic.8. Erosion Control:To prevent erosion from wind and rain, cover steep slopes with sturdy vegetation or place matting materials such as coconut coir mats along them for protection.9. Build Trails and Footpaths:Designate areas for trails or footpaths for hikers and
details such as steps, bridges, and handrails for better access and safety measures.10. Add Features:Introduce features like waterfalls, caves, or rock formations to further enhance your mountains authenticity. You can even construct small grottoes or shelters for a unique twist.11. Plant Vegetation:Choose plants that are commonly found in mountain
environments. Scatter seeds on slopes or plant small saplings to encourage the growth of trees and bushes over time.12. Finishing Touches:Once your mountain is fully shaped and features are added, use finishing touches like moss, lichens, or even faux snow to provide a more natural appearance.13. Maintain Your Mountain:Regularly check your
creation for any signs of erosion or instability and address these issues promptly. Occasional re-shaping or addition of new materials may be required to maintain its pristine condition.By meticulously following these 13 steps, you will create a beautiful, realistic mountain that can serve as a stunning backdrop to your outdoor space, an educational tool
for school projects, or an intriguing art installation that elevates your landscape design capabilities!
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