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Into	the	Wild	Quotes	Showing	1-30	of	302	“make	a	radical	change	in	your	lifestyle	and	begin	to	boldly	do	things	which	you	may	previously	never	have	thought	of	doing,	or	been	too	hesitant	to	attempt.	So	many	people	live	within	unhappy	circumstances	and	yet	will	not	take	the	initiative	to	change	their	situation	because	they	are	conditioned	to	a	life	of
security,	conformity,	and	conservation,	all	of	which	may	appear	to	give	one	peace	of	mind,	but	in	reality	nothing	is	more	damaging	to	the	adventurous	spirit	within	a	man	than	a	secure	future.	The	very	basic	core	of	a	man's	living	spirit	is	his	passion	for	adventure.	The	joy	of	life	comes	from	our	encounters	with	new	experiences,	and	hence	there	is	no
greater	joy	than	to	have	an	endlessly	changing	horizon,	for	each	day	to	have	a	new	and	different	sun.	If	you	want	to	get	more	out	of	life,	you	must	lose	your	inclination	for	monotonous	security	and	adopt	a	helter-skelter	style	of	life	that	will	at	first	appear	to	you	to	be	crazy.	But	once	you	become	accustomed	to	such	a	life	you	will	see	its	full	meaning
and	its	incredible	beauty.”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	“I'd	like	to	repeat	the	advice	that	I	gave	you	before,	in	that	I	think	you	really	should	make	a	radical	change	in	your	lifestyle	and	begin	to	boldly	do	things	which	you	may	previously	never	have	thought	of	doing,	or	been	too	hesitant	to	attempt.	So	many	people	live	within	unhappy	circumstances
and	yet	will	not	take	the	initiative	to	change	their	situation	because	they	are	conditioned	to	a	life	of	security,	conformity,	and	conservatism,	all	of	which	may	appear	to	give	one	peace	of	mind,	but	in	reality	nothing	is	more	damaging	to	the	adventurous	spirit	within	a	man	than	a	secure	future.	The	very	basic	core	of	a	man's	living	spirit	is	his	passion	for
adventure.	The	joy	of	life	comes	from	our	encounters	with	new	experiences,	and	hence	there	is	no	greater	joy	than	to	have	an	endlessly	changing	horizon,	for	each	day	to	have	a	new	and	different	sun.	If	you	want	to	get	more	out	of	life,	Ron,	you	must	lose	your	inclination	for	monotonous	security	and	adopt	a	helter-skelter	style	of	life	that	will	at	first
appear	to	you	to	be	crazy.	But	once	you	become	accustomed	to	such	a	life	you	will	see	its	full	meaning	and	its	incredible	beauty.	And	so,	Ron,	in	short,	get	out	of	Salton	City	and	hit	the	Road.	I	guarantee	you	will	be	very	glad	you	did.	But	I	fear	that	you	will	ignore	my	advice.	You	think	that	I	am	stubborn,	but	you	are	even	more	stubborn	than	me.	You
had	a	wonderful	chance	on	your	drive	back	to	see	one	of	the	greatest	sights	on	earth,	the	Grand	Canyon,	something	every	American	should	see	at	least	once	in	his	life.	But	for	some	reason	incomprehensible	to	me	you	wanted	nothing	but	to	bolt	for	home	as	quickly	as	possible,	right	back	to	the	same	situation	which	you	see	day	after	day	after	day.	I
fear	you	will	follow	this	same	inclination	in	the	future	and	thus	fail	to	discover	all	the	wonderful	things	that	God	has	placed	around	us	to	discover.	Don't	settle	down	and	sit	in	one	place.	Move	around,	be	nomadic,	make	each	day	a	new	horizon.	You	are	still	going	to	live	a	long	time,	Ron,	and	it	would	be	a	shame	if	you	did	not	take	the	opportunity	to
revolutionize	your	life	and	move	into	an	entirely	new	realm	of	experience.You	are	wrong	if	you	think	Joy	emanates	only	or	principally	from	human	relationships.	God	has	placed	it	all	around	us.	It	is	in	everything	and	anything	we	might	experience.	We	just	have	to	have	the	courage	to	turn	against	our	habitual	lifestyle	and	engage	in	unconventional
living.My	point	is	that	you	do	not	need	me	or	anyone	else	around	to	bring	this	new	kind	of	light	in	your	life.	It	is	simply	waiting	out	there	for	you	to	grasp	it,	and	all	you	have	to	do	is	reach	for	it.	The	only	person	you	are	fighting	is	yourself	and	your	stubbornness	to	engage	in	new	circumstances.”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	“Some	people	feel	like
they	don't	deserve	love.	They	walk	away	quietly	into	empty	spaces,	trying	to	close	the	gaps	of	the	past.”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	“I	now	walk	into	the	wild.”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	“So	many	people	live	within	unhappy	circumstances	and	yet	will	not	take	the	initiative	to	change	their	situation	because	they	are	conditioned	to	a	life	of
security,	conformity,	and	conservatism,	all	of	which	may	appear	to	give	one	peace	of	mind,	but	in	reality	nothing	is	more	dangerous	to	the	adventurous	spirit	within	a	man	than	a	secure	future.	The	very	basic	core	of	a	man’s	living	spirit	is	his	passion	for	adventure.	The	joy	of	life	comes	from	our	encounters	with	new	experiences,	and	hence	there	is	no
greater	joy	than	to	have	an	endlessly	changing	horizon,	for	each	day	to	have	a	new	and	different	sun.”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	“I	read	somewhere...	how	important	it	is	in	life	not	necessarily	to	be	strong,	but	to	feel	strong...	to	measure	yourself	at	least	once.”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	“We	like	companionship,	see,	but	we	can't	stand	to	be
around	people	for	very	long.	So	we	go	get	ourselves	lost,	come	back	for	a	while,	then	get	the	hell	out	again.”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	“It	is	easy,	when	you	are	young,	to	believe	that	what	you	desire	is	no	less	than	what	you	deserve,	to	assume	that	if	you	want	something	badly	enough,	it	is	your	God-given	right	to	have	it.”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the
Wild	“You	are	wrong	if	you	think	Joy	emanates	only	or	principally	from	human	relationships.	God	has	placed	it	all	around	us.	It	is	in	everything	and	anything	we	might	experience.	We	just	have	to	have	the	courage	to	turn	against	our	habitual	lifestyle	and	engage	in	unconventional	living.”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	“It	is	true	that	I	miss	intelligent
companionship,	but	there	are	so	few	with	whom	I	can	share	the	things	that	mean	so	much	to	me	that	I	have	learned	to	contain	myself.	It	is	enough	that	I	am	surrounded	with	beauty...”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	“He	read	a	lot.	He	used	a	lot	of	big	words.	I	think	maybe	part	of	what	got	him	into	trouble	was	that	he	did	too	much	thinking.	Sometimes
he	tried	too	hard	to	make	sense	of	the	world,	to	figure	out	why	people	were	bad	to	each	other	so	often.	A	couple	of	times	I	tried	to	tell	him	it	was	a	mistake	to	get	too	deep	into	that	kind	of	stuff,	but	Alex	got	stuck	on	things.	He	always	had	to	know	the	absolute	right	answer	before	he	could	go	on	to	the	next	thing.”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	“The
sea's	only	gifts	are	harsh	blows,	and	occasionally	the	chance	to	feel	strong.	Now	I	don't	know	much	about	the	sea,	but	I	do	know	that	that's	the	way	it	is	here.	And	I	also	know	how	important	it	is	in	life	not	necessarily	to	be	strong	but	to	feel	strong.	To	measure	yourself	at	least	once.	To	find	yourself	at	least	once	in	the	most	ancient	of	human
conditions.	Facing	the	blind	death	stone	alone,	with	nothing	to	help	you	but	your	hands	and	your	own	head.”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	“Sometimes	he	tried	too	hard	to	make	sense	of	the	world,	to	figure	out	why	people	were	bad	to	each	other	so	often.”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	“Nothing	is	more	damaging	to	the	adventurous	spirit	within	a
man	than	a	secure	future.	The	very	basic	core	of	a	man’s	living	spirit	is	his	passion	for	adventure.	The	joy	of	life	comes	from	our	encounters	with	new	experiences,	and	hence	there	is	no	greater	joy	than	to	have	an	endlessly	changing	horizon,	for	each	day	to	have	a	new	and	different	sun.”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	“He	was	unheeded,	happy,	and
near	to	the	wild	heart	of	life.	He	was	alone	and	young	and	wilful	and	wildhearted,	alone	amid	a	waste	of	wild	air	and	brackish	waters	and	the	seaharvest	of	shells	and	tangle	and	veiled	grey	sunlight.”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	“On	July	2,	McCandless	finished	reading	Tolstoy's	"Family	Happiness",	having	marked	several	passages	that	moved
him:"He	was	right	in	saying	that	the	only	certain	happiness	in	life	is	to	live	for	others...I	have	lived	through	much,	and	now	I	think	I	have	found	what	is	needed	for	happiness.	A	quiet	secluded	life	in	the	country,	with	the	possibility	of	being	useful	to	people	to	whom	it	is	easy	to	do	good,	and	who	are	not	accustomed	to	have	it	done	to	them;	then	work
which	one	hopes	may	be	of	some	use;	then	rest,	nature,	books	,	music,	love	for	one's	neighbor	-	such	is	my	idea	of	happiness.	And	then,	on	top	of	all	that,	you	for	a	mate,	and	children,	perhaps	-	what	more	can	the	heart	of	a	man	desire?"	...”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	“I	understood	what	he	was	doing,	that	he	had	spent	four	years	fulfilling	the
absurd	and	tedious	duty	of	graduating	from	college	and	now	he	was	emancipated	from	that	world	of	abstraction,	false	security,	parents,	and	material	excess.”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	“It	is	the	experiences,	the	memories,	the	great	triumphant	joy	of	living	to	the	fullest	extent	in	which	real	meaning	is	found.	God	it's	great	to	be	alive!	Thank	you.
Thank	you.”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	“The	trip	was	to	be	an	odyssey	in	the	fullest	sense	of	the	word,	an	epic	journey	that	would	change	everything.”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	“It	is	easy,	when	you	are	young,	to	believe	that	what	you	desire	is	no	less	than	what	you	deserve,	to	assume	that	if	you	want	something	badly	enough	,	it	is	your	God-
given	right	to	have	it...I	was	a	raw	youth	who	mistook	passion	for	insight	and	acted	according	to	an	obscure,	gap-ridden	logic.	I	thought	climbing	the	Devils	Thumb	would	fix	all	that	was	wrong	with	my	life.	In	the	end,	of	course,	it	changed	almost	nothing.	But	I	came	to	appreciate	that	mountains	make	poor	receptacles	for	dreams.	And	I	lived	to	tell	my
tale.”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	"S.O.S.	I	need	your	help.	I	am	injured,	near	death,	and	too	weak	to	hike	out	of	here.	I	am	all	alone,	this	is	no	joke.	In	the	name	of	God,	please	remain	to	save	me.	I	am	out	collecting	berries	and	shall	return	this	evening.	Thank	you,	Chris	McCandless.	August	?"	Chapter	2,	pg.	12	"'You	could	tell	right	away	that	Alex
was	intelligent,'	Westerberg	reflects,	draining	his	third	drink.	'He	read	a	lot.	Used	a	lot	of	big	words.	I	think	maybe	part	of	what	got	him	into	trouble	was	that	he	did	too	much	thinking.	Sometimes	he	tried	too	hard	to	make	sense	of	the	world,	to	figure	out	why	people	were	bad	to	each	other	so	often."'	Chapter	3,	pg.	18	"He	buried	his	Winchester	deer-
hunting	rifle	and	a	few	other	possessions	that	he	might	one	day	want	to	recover.	Then,	in	a	gesture	that...	We're	getting	everything	ready	for	you.	The	page	is	loading,	and	you'll	be	on	your	way	in	just	a	few	moments.	Thanks	for	your	patience!	What	burning	desire	drives	someone	to	shed	everything	familiar	and	walk	deliberately	into	the	wild?Jon
Krakauer’s	gripping	narrative,	Into	the	Wild,	follows	the	enigmatic	journey	of	Chris	McCandless,	a	young	man	who	abandoned	convention	for	a	raw,	uncompromising	encounter	with	freedom	and	nature.This	collection	gathers	45	defining	quotes	from	McCandless’s	odyssey,	capturing	his	fierce	independence,	restless	spirit,	and	haunting	search	for
truth,	organized	by	key	themes	with	page	numbers.Whether	you’re	drawn	by	his	idealism	or	debating	his	choices,	these	words	capture	the	heart	of	his	compelling	and	ultimately	tragic	adventure.*Heads	up!	Check	the	note	at	the	end	about	the	specific	edition	used	and	why	page	numbers	might	vary.*Breaking	Free:	Quotes	on	Rejecting
ConventionThese	quotes	capture	Chris	McCandless’s	radical	decision	to	abandon	conventional	life,	societal	expectations,	careers,	and	material	excess,	in	pursuit	of	authentic	existence.“I	now	walk	into	the	wild.”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Speaker:	Chris	McCandless	via	postcard/journal,	Theme:	Departure,	Freedom,	Chapter	1,	Page	3)Analysis:
This	isn’t	just	a	declaration—it’s	Chris’s	manifesto.	Repeated	across	his	journey,	it’s	a	vow	to	shed	civilization’s	weight,	a	phrase	so	stark	it	feels	like	a	door	slamming	shut	on	his	old	life.	Its	simplicity	belies	its	power:	he’s	not	running	away,	he’s	running	toward	something	untamed.“At	long	last	he	was	unencumbered,	emancipated	from	the	stifling
world	of	his	parents	and	peers,	a	world	of	abstraction	and	security	and	material	excess,	a	world	in	which	he	felt	grievously	cut	off	from	the	raw	throb	of	existence.”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Context:	Narrator	describing	McCandless	after	college,	Theme:	Rejection	of	Society,	Seeking	Authenticity,	Chapter	2,	Page	22)“Mr.	Franz,	I	think	careers
are	a	20th	Century	invention	and	I	don’t	want	one.	You	don’t	need	to	worry	about	me;	I	have	a	college	education.	I’m	not	destitute.	I’m	living	like	this	by	choice.”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Speaker:	Chris	McCandless	to	Ron	Franz,	Theme:	Anti-Materialism,	Choice,	Chapter	6,	Page	51)“…careers	were	demeaning	‘twentieth-century	inventions,’
more	of	a	liability	than	an	asset,	and	that	he	would	do	fine	without	one,	thank	you.”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Context:	Narrator	summarizing	McCandless’s	view,	Theme:	Anti-Careerism,	Chapter	11,	Page	114)For	McCandless,	this	rejection	wasn’t	just	about	leaving	things	behind,	but	actively	seeking	something	more	profound.Adventure’s	Call:
Quotes	on	Seeking	ExperienceThese	lines	reveal	McCandless’s	deep-seated	need	for	movement,	excitement,	and	the	kind	of	intense	experiences	found	far	from	the	safety	nets	of	modern	life.“I	wanted	movement	and	not	a	calm	course	of	existence.	I	wanted	excitement	and	danger	and	the	chance	to	sacrifice	myself	for	my	love.	I	felt	in	myself	a
superabundance	of	energy	which	found	no	outlet	in	our	quiet	life.”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Context:	McCandless	quoting	Tolstoy,	Theme:	Restlessness,	Desire	for	Intensity,	Chapter	2,	Page	15)Analysis:	This	line	crackles	with	urgency—Chris	isn’t	just	rejecting	calm,	he’s	rejecting	stagnation.	It’s	a	raw	admission	of	needing	more	than	comfort,	a
glimpse	into	why	he	couldn’t	stay	put	when	others	could.	The	“superabundance	of	energy”	he	mentions	feels	almost	tangible,	like	a	force	he	had	to	unleash	or	be	crushed	by.“The	trip	was	to	be	an	odyssey	in	the	fullest	sense	of	the	word,	an	epic	journey	that	would	change	everything.”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Context:	Narrator	describing
McCandless’s	plan,	Theme:	Transformation,	Grand	Ambition,	Chapter	2,	Page	22)“It	is	the	experiences,	the	memories,	the	great	triumphant	joy	of	living	to	the	fullest	extent	in	which	real	meaning	is	found.	God	it’s	great	to	be	alive!	Thank	you.	Thank	you.”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Context:	McCandless’s	journal	entry,	Theme:	Experiential	Value,
Joy	of	Living,	Chapter	4,	Page	37)“The	very	basic	core	of	a	man’s	living	spirit	is	his	passion	for	adventure.”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Context:	McCandless	writing	to	Ron	Franz,	Theme:	Adventure,	Core	Human	Drive,	Chapter	6,	Page	57)This	passion	for	adventure	was	inextricably	linked	to	his	conception	of	freedom	and	happiness.The	Pursuit	of
Freedom:	Quotes	on	Joy	and	IndependenceMcCandless	equated	true	freedom	with	shedding	societal	constraints—schedules,	expectations,	material	dependence.	These	quotes	explore	his	philosophy	that	joy	lies	in	new	experiences	and	self-reliance,	even	if	it	leads	to	complex	conclusions	about	connection.“I	don’t	want	to	know	what	time	it	is.	I	don’t
want	to	know	what	day	it	is	or	where	I	am.	None	of	that	matters.”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Speaker:	Chris	McCandless	to	Gallien,	Theme:	Rejection	of	Time/Structure,	Chapter	1,	Page	7)“So	many	people	live	within	unhappy	circumstances	and	yet	will	not	take	the	initiative	to	change	their	situation	because	they	are	conditioned	to	a	life	of
security,	conformity,	and	conservatism…	nothing	is	more	dangerous	to	the	adventurous	spirit	within	a	man	than	a	secure	future…	The	joy	of	life	comes	from	our	encounters	with	new	experiences,	and	hence	there	is	no	greater	joy	than	to	have	an	endlessly	changing	horizon,	for	each	day	to	have	a	new	and	different	sun.”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,
(Context:	McCandless	writing	to	Ron	Franz,	Theme:	Security	vs	Adventure,	Joy	in	Novelty,	Chapter	6,	Pages	56-57)“Don’t	settle	down	and	sit	in	one	place.	Move	around,	be	nomadic,	make	each	day	a	new	horizon.”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Context:	McCandless	writing	to	Ron	Franz,	Theme:	Nomadism,	Rejection	of	Stability,	Chapter	6,	Page
57)“You	are	wrong	if	you	think	Joy	emanates	only	or	principally	from	human	relationships.	God	has	placed	it	all	around	us.	It	is	in	everything	and	anything	we	might	experience.	We	just	have	to	have	the	courage	to	turn	against	our	habitual	lifestyle	and	engage	in	unconventional	living.”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Context:	McCandless	writing	to
Ron	Franz,	Theme:	Finding	Joy	Outside	Relationships,	Nature,	Chapter	6,	Page	57)“Happiness	[is]	only	real	when	shared.”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Context:	McCandless’s	final	journal	note,	Theme:	Connection,	Regret?	Perspective	Shift?,	Chapter	18,	Page	189)Analysis:	Written	near	the	end,	this	hits	like	a	gut	punch.	After	years	of	solitude,
Chris	circles	back	to	connection,	suggesting	even	his	fierce	independence	had	limits.	It’s	a	haunting	pivot—did	he	realize	too	late	what	he’d	left	behind,	or	was	it	a	final	peace	with	his	choices?	Either	way,	it’s	a	stark	contrast	to	his	earlier	defiance.This	complex	relationship	with	connection	played	out	against	his	profound	connection	with	the	natural
world.Nature’s	Embrace:	Quotes	on	the	WildernessFor	McCandless,	the	wilderness	was	not	just	a	place	but	a	presence—a	source	of	truth,	beauty,	and	profound	challenge	that	mirrored	his	own	internal	landscape.“The	desert	sharpened	the	sweet	ache	of	his	longing,	amplified	it,	gave	shape	to	it	in	sere	geology	and	clean	slant	of	light.”~	Jon	Krakauer,
Into	the	Wild,	(Context:	Narrator	describing	McCandless	in	the	desert,	Theme:	Nature	Reflecting	Inner	State,	Chapter	4,	Page	32)Analysis:	This	is	poetic	and	visceral—nature	doesn’t	just	surround	Chris,	it	amplifies	his	inner	fire.	The	“sweet	ache”	blends	pain	and	desire,	hinting	at	how	the	wild	both	soothed	and	stoked	his	unrest.	It’s	less	about
escape	and	more	about	becoming.“He	was	unheeded,	happy,	and	near	to	the	wild	heart	of	life.	He	was	alone	and	young	and	wilful	and	wildhearted,	alone	amid	a	waste	of	wild	air	and	brackish	waters	and	the	seaharvest	of	shells	and	tangle	and	veiled	grey	sunlight.”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Context:	Narrator	describing	McCandless,	Theme:
Freedom	in	Nature,	Wildness,	Chapter	4,	Page	34)“It	was	the	masterful	and	incommunicable	wisdom	of	eternity	laughing	at	the	futility	of	life	and	the	effort	of	life.”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Context:	McCandless	quoting	Jack	London,	Theme:	Nature’s	Indifference,	Perspective,	Chapter	1,	Page	9)“In	coming	to	Alaska,	McCandless	yearned	to
wander	uncharted	country…	He	simply	got	rid	of	the	map.	In	his	own	mind,	if	nowhere	else,	the	terra	would	thereby	remain	incognita.”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Context:	Narrator	explaining	McCandless’s	approach,	Theme:	Creating	the	Unknown,	Rejection	of	Limits,	Chapter	17,	Page	174)This	drive	to	explore	the	external	wild	was	matched	by
an	intense	internal	quest	for	understanding.The	Search	for	Meaning:	Quotes	on	Seeking	TruthChris	wasn’t	content	with	surface	answers—he	dug	for	truth	like	it	was	buried	treasure.	His	mind	wrestled	with	big	questions	about	suffering	and	purpose.	These	quotes	trace	that	search,	revealing	a	thinker	who’d	rather	break	than	bend.“He	read	a	lot.	He
used	a	lot	of	big	words.	I	think	maybe	part	of	what	got	him	into	trouble	was	that	he	did	too	much	thinking.”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Speaker:	Charlie	(caretaker)	about	McCandless,	Theme:	Intellectualism,	Questioning,	Chapter	2,	Page	18)“Sometimes	he	tried	too	hard	to	make	sense	of	the	world,	to	figure	out	why	people	were	bad	to	each	other
so	often.”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Speaker:	Charlie	about	McCandless,	Theme:	Moral	Inquiry,	Sensitivity,	Chapter	2,	Page	18)Analysis:	This	cuts	to	Chris’s	core—his	overthinking	wasn’t	a	flaw,	it	was	his	fuel.	It’s	why	he	couldn’t	just	accept	things	as	they	were,	why	he	pushed	past	easy	answers.	There’s	a	tragic	edge	here:	his	quest	for	meaning
might’ve	been	what	stranded	him.“He	always	had	to	know	the	absolute	right	answer	before	he	could	go	on	to	the	next	thing.”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Speaker:	Charlie	about	McCandless,	Theme:	Search	for	Certainty,	Chapter	2,	Page	18)“I’m	going	to	paraphrase	Thoreau	here…	rather	than	love,	than	money,	than	fame,	than	fame,	give	me
truth.”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Speaker:	Chris	McCandless	in	a	letter,	Theme:	Prioritizing	Truth,	Transcendental	Influence,	Chapter	12,	Page	117)“Unlike	Muir	and	Thoreau,	McCandless	went	into	the	wilderness	not	primarily	to	ponder	nature	or	the	world	at	large	but,	rather,	to	explore	the	inner	country	of	his	own	soul.”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into
the	Wild,	(Context:	Narrator	contrasting	McCandless,	Theme:	Primary	Motivation,	Self-Exploration,	Chapter	17,	Page	183)This	quest	for	truth	often	led	him	to	embrace	risk	and	confront	his	own	mortality.Facing	the	Edge:	Quotes	on	Risk	and	MortalityRisk	wasn’t	a	detour	for	Chris—it	was	the	road	itself.	He	flirted	with	danger	not	to	die,	but	to	feel	the
sharp	edge	of	living,	to	stare	down	death	and	find	it	abstract	until	it	wasn’t.	These	quotes	peel	back	his	dance	with	mortality.“I	was	dimly	aware	that	I	might	be	getting	in	over	my	head.	But	that	only	added	to	the	scheme’s	appeal.	That	it	wouldn’t	be	easy	was	the	whole	point.”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Context:	Krakauer	reflecting	on	his	own
climb,	mirroring	McCandless,	Theme:	Challenge	Seeking,	Purpose	in	Difficulty,	Chapter	14,	Page	135)“At	that	stage	of	my	youth,	death	remained	as	abstract	a	concept	as	non-Euclidean	geometry	or	marriage.	I	didn’t	yet	appreciate	its	terrible	finality	or	the	havoc	it	could	wreak	on	those	who’d	entrusted	the	deceased	with	their	hearts.”~	Jon	Krakauer,
Into	the	Wild,	(Context:	Krakauer	reflecting	on	his	youth,	Theme:	Youthful	View	of	Mortality,	Chapter	15,	Page	155)“I	was	stirred	by	the	dark	mystery	of	mortality.	I	couldn’t	resist	stealing	up	to	the	edge	of	doom…”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Context:	Krakauer	reflecting,	Theme:	Fascination	with	Mortality,	Risk,	Pages	155-156)Analysis:	This	is
Chris	(through	Krakauer’s	parallel)	at	his	most	introspective,	teetering	between	thrill	and	terror.	The	“elemental	riddle”	he	glimpsed	wasn’t	death	itself	but	its	pull—a	seductive	puzzle	he	couldn’t	resist.	It’s	a	rare	peek	into	how	risk	wasn’t	reckless	for	him,	but	revelatory.“I	thought	climbing	the	Devil’s	Thumb	would	fix	all	that	was	wrong	with	my	life.
In	the	end,	of	course,	it	changed	almost	nothing.	But	I	came	to	appreciate	that	mountains	make	poor	receptacles	for	dreams.”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Context:	Krakauer	reflecting,	Theme:	Limits	of	Adventure,	Misplaced	Hope,	Chapter	15,	Page	155)“My	reasoning,	if	one	can	call	it	that,	was	inflamed	by	the	scatter	shot	passions	of	youth	and	a
literary	diet	overly	rich	in	the	works	of	Nietzshe,	Kerouac,	and	John	Menlove	Edwards…”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Context:	Krakauer	explaining	his	youthful	motivations,	Theme:	Influence	of	Literature,	Romanticism,	Chapter	14,	Page	135)This	complex	relationship	with	risk	intertwined	with	his	simultaneous	need	for	solitude	and	human
connection.Solitude	vs.	Connection:	Quotes	on	RelationshipsMcCandless	often	sought	isolation,	yet	formed	meaningful,	if	temporary,	bonds	with	people	he	met.	These	quotes	capture	that	push-pull	between	self-reliance	and	the	need	for	connection.“He	needed	his	solitude	at	times,	but	he	wasn’t	a	hermit.	He	did	a	lot	of	socializing.	Sometimes	I	think	it
was	like	he	was	storing	up	company	for	the	times	when	he	knew	nobody	would	be	around.”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Speaker:	Gail	Borah	about	McCandless,	Theme:	Balance	of	Solitude	&	Sociability,	Chapter	5,	Pages	44-45)“It	is	true	that	I	miss	intelligent	companionship,	but	there	are	so	few	with	whom	I	can	share	the	things	that	mean	so	much
to	me	that	I	have	learned	to	contain	myself.	It	is	enough	that	I	am	surrounded	with	beauty…”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Context:	McCandless	quoting	Everett	Ruess,	Theme:	Selective	Companionship,	Nature	as	Solace,	Chapter	9,	Page	87)“We	like	companionship,	see,	but	we	can’t	stand	to	be	around	people	for	very	long.	So	we	go	get	ourselves
lost,	come	back	for	a	while,	then	get	the	hell	out	again.”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Context:	Gaylord	Stuckey	describing	certain	types,	relating	to	McCandless,	Theme:	Cyclical	Need	for	Solitude,	Chapter	9,	Page	96)“When	Alex	left	for	Alaska,”	Franz	remembers,	“I	prayed.	I	asked	God	to	keep	his	finger	on	the	shoulder	of	that	one;	I	told	him	that
boy	was	special.	But	he	let	Alex	die.	So	on	December	26,	when	I	learned	what	happened,	I	renounced	the	Lord.	I	withdrew	my	church	membership	and	became	an	atheist.	I	decided	I	couldn’t	believe	in	a	God	who	would	let	something	that	terrible	happen	to	a	boy	like	Alex.	After	I	dropped	off	the	hitchhikers,”	Franz	continues,	“I	turned	my	van	around,
drove	back	to	the	store,	and	bought	a	bottle	of	whiskey.	And	then	I	went	out	into	the	desert	and	drank	it.	I	wasn’t	used	to	drinking,	so	it	made	me	real	sick.	Hoped	it’d	kill	me,	but	it	didn’t.	Just	made	me	real,	real	sick.”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Speaker:	Ron	Franz,	Theme:	Impact	on	Others,	Loss	of	Faith,	Chapter	6,	Page	60)Analysis:	Franz’s	raw
grief	flips	the	script—Chris’s	solitude	wasn’t	just	his	own,	it	rippled.	This	quote’s	power	lies	in	its	aftermath:	a	man	so	alive	he	inspired	faith,	then	broke	it.	It’s	a	stark	reminder	his	journey	touched	others,	even	as	he	ran	from	them.Ultimately,	McCandless’s	journey	was	about	defining	his	own	way	of	living,	intensely	and	on	his	own	terms.Living	Fully:
Quotes	on	Purpose	and	ExistenceChris	didn’t	just	exist—he	devoured	life,	stripping	it	to	its	bones.	Clutter,	obligations,	the	grind—he	cast	them	off	for	a	raw,	unfiltered	existence.	These	quotes	blaze	with	that	intensity.“Hours	slide	by	like	minutes.	The	accumulated	clutter	of	day-to-day	existence…	all	of	it	is	temporarily	forgotten,	crowded	from	your
thoughts	by	an	overpowering	clarity	of	purpose…”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Context:	Krakauer	describing	intense	focus,	applicable	to	McCandless,	Theme:	Clarity	of	Purpose,	Escaping	Clutter,	Chapter	14,	Page	143)“Two	years	he	walks	the	earth.	No	phone,	no	pool,	no	pets,	no	cigarettes.	Ultimate	freedom.	An	extremist…	The	climactic	battle	to
kill	the	false	being	within…	walks	alone	upon	the	land	to	become	lost	in	the	wild.”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Context:	McCandless’s	manifesto/journal,	Theme:	Radical	Freedom,	Spiritual	Quest,	Chapter	16,	Page	163)Analysis:	This	is	Chris’s	epic	in	miniature—every	word	a	drumbeat	of	freedom.	It’s	not	just	a	summary;	it’s	an	anthem	of	shedding
“poisoned”	civilization	for	something	mythic.	The	“climactic	battle”	he	foresaw	feels	prophetic,	a	self-made	legend	in	real	time.“He	was	right	in	saying	that	the	only	certain	happiness	in	life	is	to	live	for	others…	I	have	lived	through	much,	and	now	I	think	I	have	found	what	is	needed	for	happiness.	A	quiet	secluded	life	in	the	country…	work	which	one
hopes	may	be	of	some	use;	then	rest,	nature,	books,	music,	love	for	one’s	neighbor	–	such	is	my	idea	of	happiness.”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Context:	McCandless	highlighting	Tolstoy	passage,	Theme:	Shifting	Ideas	of	Happiness,	Service,	Simple	Life,	Chapter	16,	Page	169)“Now	what	is	history?	It	is	the	centuries	of	systematic	explorations	of	the
riddle	of	death,	with	a	view	to	overcoming	death…”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Context:	McCandless	highlighting	Pasternak	passage,	Theme:	Meaning	of	Life,	History,	Mortality,	Chapter	18,	Page	187)“And	so	it	turned	out	that	only	a	life	similar	to	the	life	of	those	around	us,	merging	with	it	without	a	ripple,	is	genuine	life,	and	that	an	unshared
happiness	is	not	happiness….	And	this	was	most	vexing	of	all,”	he	noted,	“HAPPINESS	ONLY	REAL	WHEN	SHARED.”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Context:	McCandless	annotating	Tolstoy,	Theme:	Shared	Happiness,	Connection,	Final	Realization?,	Chapter	18,	Page	189)This	intense	drive	required	immense	courage	and	a	willingness	to	push
boundaries.Grit	and	Determination:	Quotes	on	Courage	and	EffortCourage	wasn’t	a	buzzword	for	Chris—it	was	the	act	of	trying	when	others	wouldn’t.	He	didn’t	just	talk	about	change;	he	embodied	it.	These	quotes	spotlight	that	grit.“That’s	what	was	great	about	them.	They	tried.	Not	many	do.”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Context:	Jan	Burres
commenting	on	McCandless/similar	spirits,	Theme:	Value	of	Effort,	Rarity	of	Action,	Chapter	9,	Page	96)Analysis:	This	doubles	down	on	action	over	apathy—Chris’s	greatness	wasn’t	success,	but	the	attempt.	It’s	a	quiet	tribute,	almost	mournful,	that	elevates	his	story	beyond	tragedy	into	something	noble.“Chris	would	use	the	spiritual	aspect	to	try	to
motivate	us…	He	believed	that	doing	well	was	all	mental,	a	simple	matter	of	harnessing	whatever	energy	was	available.”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Speaker:	Eric	Hathaway	recalling	McCandless	as	cross-country	captain,	Theme:	Mental	Strength,	Motivation,	Chapter	11,	Page	112)“make	a	radical	change	in	your	lifestyle	and	begin	to	boldly	do
things	which	you	may	previously	never	have	thought	of	doing,	or	been	too	hesitant	to	attempt…”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Context:	McCandless	writing	to	Ron	Franz,	Theme:	Call	to	Action,	Overcoming	Hesitation,	Chapter	6,	Pages	56-57)“If	you	want	to	get	more	out	of	life,	Ron,	you	must	lose	your	inclination	for	monotonous	security…”~	Jon
Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Context:	McCandless	writing	to	Ron	Franz,	Theme:	Rejecting	Security,	Seeking	Fullness,	Chapter	6,	Pages	56-58)His	choices,	however	courageous,	left	behind	a	complex	legacy	of	inspiration	and	loss.Echoes	of	the	Journey:	Quotes	on	Legacy	and	LossChris’s	life	left	scars,	questions,	and	a	strange	kind	of	light.	His	choices
ripple	through	those	he	left	behind.	These	quotes	wrestle	with	that	aftermath,	blending	his	moral	stubbornness	with	the	human	cost	of	his	path.“A	month	later	Billie	sits	at	her	dining	room	table,	sifting	through	the	pictorial	record	of	Chris’s	final	days…	weeping	as	only	a	mother	who	has	outlived	a	child	can	weep…”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,
(Context:	Narrator	describing	Billie	McCandless,	Theme:	Grief,	Parental	Loss,	Consequence,	Chapter	13,	Page	132)Analysis:	This	is	pure,	shattering	loss—Billie’s	weeping	isn’t	just	a	mother’s	pain,	it’s	the	flip	side	of	Chris’s	freedom.	It	grounds	his	story	in	consequence,	making	his	wild	chase	feel	both	heroic	and	heartbreakingly	real.“Children	can	be
harsh	judges	when	it	comes	to	their	parents,	disinclined	to	grant	clemency.”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Context:	Narrator	reflecting	on	family	dynamics,	Theme:	Family	Conflict,	Judgment,	Chapter	12,	Page	122)“Chastity	and	moral	purity	were	qualities	McCandless	mulled	over	long	and	often…	His	ambivalence	toward	sex	echoes	that	of
celebrated	others	who	embraced	wilderness	with	single-minded	passion—Thoreau…	and	the	naturalist	John	Muir…”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Context:	Narrator	analyzing	McCandless’s	views,	Theme:	Asceticism,	Focus	on	Wilderness,	Chapter	7,	Pages	65-66)“It	is	easy,	when	you	are	young,	to	believe	that	what	you	desire	is	no	less	than	what	you
deserve,	to	assume	that	if	you	want	something	badly	enough,	it	is	your	God-given	right	to	have	it.”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Context:	Krakauer	reflecting	on	youthful	hubris,	Theme:	Youthful	Idealism,	Entitlement?,	Chapter	15,	Page	155)“According	to	the	moral	absolutism	that	characterizes	McCandless’s	beliefs,	a	challenge	in	which	a	successful
outcome	is	assured	isn’t	a	challenge	at	all.”~	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild,	(Context:	Narrator	analyzing	McCandless’s	philosophy,	Theme:	Moral	Absolutism,	Need	for	Challenge,	Chapter	17,	Page	182)The	Enduring	Call	of	the	WildThese	45	quotes	offer	a	glimpse	into	the	fierce,	searching	soul	of	Chris	McCandless.	Jon	Krakauer’s	Into	the	Wild	doesn’t
provide	easy	answers.	Instead,	through	McCandless’s	own	words	and	the	reflections	of	those	he	met,	it	forces	us	to	confront	enduring	questions.	We	grapple	with	ideas	about	freedom,	society,	risk,	and	the	relentless	human	quest	for	meaning	within	a	vast,	indifferent	wilderness.His	journey	remains	a	potent,	debated	story—a	raw	testament	to	the
power	and	peril	of	chasing	an	uncompromising	vision.A	Note	on	Page	Numbers	&	Edition:We	carefully	sourced	these	quotes	from	the	Anchor	Books	paperback	edition	(February	1,	1997),	ISBN-13:	978-0385486804.	Like	Chris	McCandless	forging	his	path,	page	numbers	can	sometimes	wander	off	the	map	in	different	book	printings!	Always	double-
check	against	your	copy	for	essays	or	citations	–	you	don’t	want	your	references	lost	in	the	wild.	In	order	to	continue	enjoying	our	site,	we	ask	that	you	confirm	your	identity	as	a	human.	Thank	you	very	much	for	your	cooperation.	Since	they	won’t	ever	take	me	seriously,	for	a	few	months	after	graduation	I’m	going	to	let	them	think	they	are	right,	I’m
going	to	let	them	think	that	I’m	‘coming	around	to	see	their	side	of	things’	and	that	our	relationship	is	stabilizing.	And	then,	once	the	time	is	right,	with	one	abrupt,	swift	action	I’m	going	to	completely	knock	them	out	of	my	life.	I’m	going	to	divorce	them	as	my	parents	once	and	for	all	and	never	speak	to	either	of	those	idiots	again	as	long	as	I	live.Jon
Krakauer	Into	the	Wild	Quotes	Showing	1-30	of	302	“make	a	radical	change	in	your	lifestyle	and	begin	to	boldly	do	things	which	you	may	previously	never	have	thought	of	doing,	or	been	too	hesitant	to	attempt.	So	many	people	live	within	unhappy	circumstances	and	yet	will	not	take	the	initiative	to	change	their	situation	because	they	are	conditioned
to	a	life	of	security,	conformity,	and	conservation,	all	of	which	may	appear	to	give	one	peace	of	mind,	but	in	reality	nothing	is	more	damaging	to	the	adventurous	spirit	within	a	man	than	a	secure	future.	The	very	basic	core	of	a	man's	living	spirit	is	his	passion	for	adventure.	The	joy	of	life	comes	from	our	encounters	with	new	experiences,	and	hence
there	is	no	greater	joy	than	to	have	an	endlessly	changing	horizon,	for	each	day	to	have	a	new	and	different	sun.	If	you	want	to	get	more	out	of	life,	you	must	lose	your	inclination	for	monotonous	security	and	adopt	a	helter-skelter	style	of	life	that	will	at	first	appear	to	you	to	be	crazy.	But	once	you	become	accustomed	to	such	a	life	you	will	see	its	full
meaning	and	its	incredible	beauty.”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	“I'd	like	to	repeat	the	advice	that	I	gave	you	before,	in	that	I	think	you	really	should	make	a	radical	change	in	your	lifestyle	and	begin	to	boldly	do	things	which	you	may	previously	never	have	thought	of	doing,	or	been	too	hesitant	to	attempt.	So	many	people	live	within	unhappy
circumstances	and	yet	will	not	take	the	initiative	to	change	their	situation	because	they	are	conditioned	to	a	life	of	security,	conformity,	and	conservatism,	all	of	which	may	appear	to	give	one	peace	of	mind,	but	in	reality	nothing	is	more	damaging	to	the	adventurous	spirit	within	a	man	than	a	secure	future.	The	very	basic	core	of	a	man's	living	spirit	is
his	passion	for	adventure.	The	joy	of	life	comes	from	our	encounters	with	new	experiences,	and	hence	there	is	no	greater	joy	than	to	have	an	endlessly	changing	horizon,	for	each	day	to	have	a	new	and	different	sun.	If	you	want	to	get	more	out	of	life,	Ron,	you	must	lose	your	inclination	for	monotonous	security	and	adopt	a	helter-skelter	style	of	life
that	will	at	first	appear	to	you	to	be	crazy.	But	once	you	become	accustomed	to	such	a	life	you	will	see	its	full	meaning	and	its	incredible	beauty.	And	so,	Ron,	in	short,	get	out	of	Salton	City	and	hit	the	Road.	I	guarantee	you	will	be	very	glad	you	did.	But	I	fear	that	you	will	ignore	my	advice.	You	think	that	I	am	stubborn,	but	you	are	even	more	stubborn
than	me.	You	had	a	wonderful	chance	on	your	drive	back	to	see	one	of	the	greatest	sights	on	earth,	the	Grand	Canyon,	something	every	American	should	see	at	least	once	in	his	life.	But	for	some	reason	incomprehensible	to	me	you	wanted	nothing	but	to	bolt	for	home	as	quickly	as	possible,	right	back	to	the	same	situation	which	you	see	day	after	day
after	day.	I	fear	you	will	follow	this	same	inclination	in	the	future	and	thus	fail	to	discover	all	the	wonderful	things	that	God	has	placed	around	us	to	discover.	Don't	settle	down	and	sit	in	one	place.	Move	around,	be	nomadic,	make	each	day	a	new	horizon.	You	are	still	going	to	live	a	long	time,	Ron,	and	it	would	be	a	shame	if	you	did	not	take	the
opportunity	to	revolutionize	your	life	and	move	into	an	entirely	new	realm	of	experience.You	are	wrong	if	you	think	Joy	emanates	only	or	principally	from	human	relationships.	God	has	placed	it	all	around	us.	It	is	in	everything	and	anything	we	might	experience.	We	just	have	to	have	the	courage	to	turn	against	our	habitual	lifestyle	and	engage	in
unconventional	living.My	point	is	that	you	do	not	need	me	or	anyone	else	around	to	bring	this	new	kind	of	light	in	your	life.	It	is	simply	waiting	out	there	for	you	to	grasp	it,	and	all	you	have	to	do	is	reach	for	it.	The	only	person	you	are	fighting	is	yourself	and	your	stubbornness	to	engage	in	new	circumstances.”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	“Some
people	feel	like	they	don't	deserve	love.	They	walk	away	quietly	into	empty	spaces,	trying	to	close	the	gaps	of	the	past.”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	“I	now	walk	into	the	wild.”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	“So	many	people	live	within	unhappy	circumstances	and	yet	will	not	take	the	initiative	to	change	their	situation	because	they	are	conditioned
to	a	life	of	security,	conformity,	and	conservatism,	all	of	which	may	appear	to	give	one	peace	of	mind,	but	in	reality	nothing	is	more	dangerous	to	the	adventurous	spirit	within	a	man	than	a	secure	future.	The	very	basic	core	of	a	man’s	living	spirit	is	his	passion	for	adventure.	The	joy	of	life	comes	from	our	encounters	with	new	experiences,	and	hence
there	is	no	greater	joy	than	to	have	an	endlessly	changing	horizon,	for	each	day	to	have	a	new	and	different	sun.”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	“I	read	somewhere...	how	important	it	is	in	life	not	necessarily	to	be	strong,	but	to	feel	strong...	to	measure	yourself	at	least	once.”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	“We	like	companionship,	see,	but	we	can't
stand	to	be	around	people	for	very	long.	So	we	go	get	ourselves	lost,	come	back	for	a	while,	then	get	the	hell	out	again.”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	“It	is	easy,	when	you	are	young,	to	believe	that	what	you	desire	is	no	less	than	what	you	deserve,	to	assume	that	if	you	want	something	badly	enough,	it	is	your	God-given	right	to	have	it.”	―	Jon
Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	“You	are	wrong	if	you	think	Joy	emanates	only	or	principally	from	human	relationships.	God	has	placed	it	all	around	us.	It	is	in	everything	and	anything	we	might	experience.	We	just	have	to	have	the	courage	to	turn	against	our	habitual	lifestyle	and	engage	in	unconventional	living.”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	“It	is	true	that
I	miss	intelligent	companionship,	but	there	are	so	few	with	whom	I	can	share	the	things	that	mean	so	much	to	me	that	I	have	learned	to	contain	myself.	It	is	enough	that	I	am	surrounded	with	beauty...”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	“He	read	a	lot.	He	used	a	lot	of	big	words.	I	think	maybe	part	of	what	got	him	into	trouble	was	that	he	did	too	much
thinking.	Sometimes	he	tried	too	hard	to	make	sense	of	the	world,	to	figure	out	why	people	were	bad	to	each	other	so	often.	A	couple	of	times	I	tried	to	tell	him	it	was	a	mistake	to	get	too	deep	into	that	kind	of	stuff,	but	Alex	got	stuck	on	things.	He	always	had	to	know	the	absolute	right	answer	before	he	could	go	on	to	the	next	thing.”	―	Jon	Krakauer,
Into	the	Wild	“The	sea's	only	gifts	are	harsh	blows,	and	occasionally	the	chance	to	feel	strong.	Now	I	don't	know	much	about	the	sea,	but	I	do	know	that	that's	the	way	it	is	here.	And	I	also	know	how	important	it	is	in	life	not	necessarily	to	be	strong	but	to	feel	strong.	To	measure	yourself	at	least	once.	To	find	yourself	at	least	once	in	the	most	ancient
of	human	conditions.	Facing	the	blind	death	stone	alone,	with	nothing	to	help	you	but	your	hands	and	your	own	head.”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	“Sometimes	he	tried	too	hard	to	make	sense	of	the	world,	to	figure	out	why	people	were	bad	to	each	other	so	often.”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	“Nothing	is	more	damaging	to	the	adventurous	spirit
within	a	man	than	a	secure	future.	The	very	basic	core	of	a	man’s	living	spirit	is	his	passion	for	adventure.	The	joy	of	life	comes	from	our	encounters	with	new	experiences,	and	hence	there	is	no	greater	joy	than	to	have	an	endlessly	changing	horizon,	for	each	day	to	have	a	new	and	different	sun.”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	“He	was	unheeded,
happy,	and	near	to	the	wild	heart	of	life.	He	was	alone	and	young	and	wilful	and	wildhearted,	alone	amid	a	waste	of	wild	air	and	brackish	waters	and	the	seaharvest	of	shells	and	tangle	and	veiled	grey	sunlight.”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	“On	July	2,	McCandless	finished	reading	Tolstoy's	"Family	Happiness",	having	marked	several	passages	that
moved	him:"He	was	right	in	saying	that	the	only	certain	happiness	in	life	is	to	live	for	others...I	have	lived	through	much,	and	now	I	think	I	have	found	what	is	needed	for	happiness.	A	quiet	secluded	life	in	the	country,	with	the	possibility	of	being	useful	to	people	to	whom	it	is	easy	to	do	good,	and	who	are	not	accustomed	to	have	it	done	to	them;	then
work	which	one	hopes	may	be	of	some	use;	then	rest,	nature,	books	,	music,	love	for	one's	neighbor	-	such	is	my	idea	of	happiness.	And	then,	on	top	of	all	that,	you	for	a	mate,	and	children,	perhaps	-	what	more	can	the	heart	of	a	man	desire?"	...”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	“I	understood	what	he	was	doing,	that	he	had	spent	four	years	fulfilling	the
absurd	and	tedious	duty	of	graduating	from	college	and	now	he	was	emancipated	from	that	world	of	abstraction,	false	security,	parents,	and	material	excess.”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	“It	is	the	experiences,	the	memories,	the	great	triumphant	joy	of	living	to	the	fullest	extent	in	which	real	meaning	is	found.	God	it's	great	to	be	alive!	Thank	you.
Thank	you.”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	“The	trip	was	to	be	an	odyssey	in	the	fullest	sense	of	the	word,	an	epic	journey	that	would	change	everything.”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	“It	is	easy,	when	you	are	young,	to	believe	that	what	you	desire	is	no	less	than	what	you	deserve,	to	assume	that	if	you	want	something	badly	enough	,	it	is	your	God-
given	right	to	have	it...I	was	a	raw	youth	who	mistook	passion	for	insight	and	acted	according	to	an	obscure,	gap-ridden	logic.	I	thought	climbing	the	Devils	Thumb	would	fix	all	that	was	wrong	with	my	life.	In	the	end,	of	course,	it	changed	almost	nothing.	But	I	came	to	appreciate	that	mountains	make	poor	receptacles	for	dreams.	And	I	lived	to	tell	my
tale.”	―	Jon	Krakauer,	Into	the	Wild	LikeLike	Chapter	thirteen	of	Into	the	Wild	focuses	on	the	negative	impact	that	Chris’	death	had	on	his	family	and	delves	deeper	into	his	life	as	a	child.	Chris	was	like	his	sister,	Carine,	“energetic,	and	self-assured,	a	high	achiever;	quick	to	state	an	opinion”	(129).	Chris’	personality	suggests	Edna’s	from	The
Awakening,	not	because	of	their	similarities	in	this	instance,	but	because	of	their	differences.	Edna	and	Chris	can	both	be	categorized	in	believing	the	theology	of	individualism.	Both	chased	after	their	true	desires	in	life;	Edna	wanted	to	be	a	strong,	independent	woman	and	also	wanted	to	be	with	Robert,	while	Chris	wanted	to	find	himself	submerged
in	whatever	nature	provide	him	with.	While	they	both	met	their	end	because	of	their	will	to	follow	their	hearts,	their	journeys	were	starkly	different.	Edna,	the	opposite	of	Chris’	personality	described	by	Carine,	fled	to	suicide	because	she	hid	her	emotions	for	so	long	that	it	was	humiliating	when	she	was	no	longer	able	to	have	a	relationship	with
Robert.	On	the	other	side,	Chris’	high	spirits	and	lack	of	preparation	resulted	in	him	being	unable	to	withstand	a	lifestyle	surrounded	by	nature.	In	simpler	terms,	Edna	abruptly	decided	to	reverse	her	whole	life,	while	Chris	planned	his	trip	before	graduating.	After	Krakauer	introduces	Chris	at	his	early	stages	of	youth,	he	quickly	jumps	forward	to	his
family’s	reaction	when	they	found	out	about	his	death.	Carine	was	“curled	up	in	a	fetal	position,	wailing	without	pause”,	when	her	husband	told	her	about	Chris’	death	(130).	The	negative	connotation	of	Carine’s	reaction	makes	the	audience	sympathize	with	her	through	her	loss.	Krakauer’s	employment	of	pathos	even	further	makes	the	readers’
question	Chris’	decisions	because	of	the	grief	he	had	put	his	family	through.	Along	with	many	emotional	breakdowns,	Carine	and	Billie	both	lost	multiple	pounds	and	Walt	gained	eight	(131-2).	His	family	became	so	overcome	with	grief	that	they	resorted	to	not	attending	to	their	health.	Krakauer	demonstrates	how	in	Chris’	pursuit	of	happiness,	his
selfish	tendencies	negatively	effected	his	family.	Carine,	Billie,	and	Walt’s	struggles	are	relatable	to	readers	who	have	lost	a	loved	one,	and	to	those	who	have	not,	their	grief	makes	the	audience	pity	Chris’	family.	By	including	the	family’s	mourning,	Krakauer	shapes	the	readers’	opinions	formed	about	Chris	and	his	decision	to	reject	his	family’s	love.
390	words	LikeLike	In	Chapter	13,	Carine	relives	the	day	she	found	out	her	brother	died	where	Krakauer	brings	a	few	themes	like	Chance,	Materialism/Idealism,	and	Hunger	and	Intimacy	come	into	play.	Towards	the	beginning	of	the	chapter,	Carine’s	mind	lingers	with	a	lot	of	“what	if”	questions	about	Chris	and	Buck.	She	even	says,	”	My	parents
can’t	help	wondering—and	I	admit	that	I	can’t,	either—how	things	might	have	turned	out	different	if	Chris	had	taken	Buck	with	him.”	This	brings	the	theme	Chance	and	even	Luck	into	play.	If	Chris	had	brought	Buck	with	him	he	could	or	would	have	taken	less	risks	because	“he	never	would	have	put	Buckley	in	any	kind	of	danger”.	This	is	also	raises
the	question	of	would	Chris	have	survived	had	he	been	able	to	take	Buck	with	him.	Moving	on	to	more	of	the	middle	of	chapter	13,	Carine	remembers	how	Chris	“used	to	poke	fun	at	her	capitalist	zeal”,	and	how	“his	criticism	of	his	sister	never	went	beyond	good-natured	ribbing.”	So	although	Chris	did	tease	his	sister,	they	still	had	a	strong	bond
despite	their	differences	on	values.	Krakauer	brought	Materialism/	Idealism	to	play	through	the	idea	that	Chris	and	Carine	were	still	able	to	bond	even	with	their	differences	which	suggests	that	Chris’	and	his	family’s	differences	were	not	as	incompatible	as	he	had	believed.	Now	in	last	part	of	chapter	13,	Krakauer	includes	the	theme	of	Hunger	and
Intimacy.	In	this	last	part,	the	McCandless	family	suffer	from	stress	and	grief	while	mourning	the	loss	of	their	son/brother.	This	loss	caused	them	to	deal	with	different	weight	changes.	Carine	“found	that	her	appetite	had	vanished,	and	she	lost	ten	pounds,	leading	her	friends	to	worry	that	she	was	becoming	anorectic”,	and	her	mother,	“lost	eight
pounds	before	her	appetite	retuned	“.	While	they	lost	weight,	“Walt…	eating	compulsively,	…	gained	eight	pounds.	”	So	as	Billie	and	Carine	were	relating	to	Chris	with	his	pain	of	hunger,	Walt	was	compensating	for	the	hunger	that	killed	his	son.	The	way	the	family	dealt	with	their	hunger	and	the	experiences	Chris	experienced	with	his	hunger
brought	them	a	connection	and	somewhat	closer	than	they	had	ever	been.	363	words	Diellza	Koraqi	LikeLike	In	chapter	13	of	Into	the	Wild	Krakauer	uses	numerous	rhetorical	strategies.	At	this	point	in	the	novel	he	is	writing	about	Chris	McCandless’	family.	This	automatically	leads	to	pathos.	On	page	129	he	states,	“Carine	still	grieves	deeply	for	her
brother…..”	Carine	herself	states	”	For	some	reason	the	worst	is	when	i’m	in	the	car	by	myself.	Not	once	have	I	been	able	to	make	the	twenty-minute	drive	from	home	to	the	shop	without	thinking	about	Chris	and	breaking	down.	I	get	over	it,	but	when	it	happens	,	its	hard.”	(page	129)	For	anyone	who	has	lost	a	family	member,	they	can	relate.	Jon
Krakauer	uses	ethos	in	this	paragraph	to	make	the	reader	feel	sadness	or	grieving.	The	reader	puts	themselves	into	Carine’s	place	and	feel	sadness	for	her	and	as	if	they	were	her.	Krakauer	also	uses	allegory	on	page	129	when	he	says,	”	Chris,	she	confesses,	used	to	poke	fun	at	her	capitalist	zeal	by	calling	her	the	duchess	of	York,	Ivana	Trump
McCandless…”	This	allegory	is	Ivana	Trump.	By	referencing	Ivana,	its	adds	for	comedic	effect	and	characterization	of	Chris.	LikeLike	Krakauer	begins	this	chapter	by	juxtaposing	two	pictures	of	Chris	McCandless.	Despite	the	ten-year	difference	between	the	photos,	McCandless’	facial	expression	remains	the	same.	Krakauer	provides	this	juxtaposition
in	order	to	provide	further	detail	of	McCandless’	character.	The	readers	realize	that	Chris	had	always	been	unsatisfied	with	the	materialistic	lifestyle	that	society	had	praised	even	as	a	child.	Krakauer	presents	a	debatable	topic	to	the	readers.	He	raises	the	question:	Should	a	person	disregard	the	feelings	of	the	ones	who	love	them	in	order	to	follow
their	own	pursuit	of	happiness?	He	centers	this	particular	chapter	on	the	impact	of	McCandless’	death	on	his	family,	especially	his	sister	Carine.	The	text	reveals,	“Carine	curled	up	on	the	couch	in	a	fetal	position,	wailing	without	pause”	(Krakauer	130).	Krakauer	illustrates	the	effects	of	McCandless’	tragic	death	in	the	eyes	of	his	sister.	Krakauer	had
already	mentioned	the	very	close	relationship	Chris	had	with	Carine	earlier	in	the	novel,	which	begs	the	reader	to	question	why	McCandless	would	neglect	the	thought	of	his	beloved	sister	when	he	decided	to	venture	out	into	the	wild.	Krakauer	leaves	the	readers	with	a	controversial	question:	Was	it	selfish	of	McCandless	to	abandon	his	family	in
search	of	a	new	life?	Krakauer	also	demonstrates	how	Chris’	abrupt	departure	took	a	toll	on	his	family	in	the	worst	way.	Krakauer	mentions,	“Over	the	weeks	that	followed	Chris’	death,	Carine	found	that	her	appetite	had	vanished,	and	she	lost	ten	pounds,	leading	her	friends	to	worry	that	she	was	becoming	anorectic”	(Krakauer	131).	Readers	also
discover	that	McCandless’	mom	had	lost	eight	pounds,	and	his	father	had	gained	eight	pounds.	It	is	ironic	how	that	in	their	time	of	grief,	the	McCandless	family	exhibits	signs	of	food	related	problems,	which	is	how	Chris	eventually	fell	to	his	death.	LikeLike	Chapter	13	focuses	on	the	impact	Chris’s	death	had	on	his	family,	and	more	importantly,	his
sister	Carine.	Carine	describes	the	pictures	she	has	of	him	in	her	household,	one	from	when	they	were	younger	and	one	before	he	had	left.	She	juxtaposes	these	two,	saying	Chris’s	stern,	stark	face	never	changed	as	he	grew	older.	Carine	also	dives	into	when	she	was	told	about	Chris’s	death,	which	Krakauer	includes	for	Pathos,	allowing	the	reader	to
sympathize	with	her	as	she	described	the	horrible	months	that	followed	Chris’s	death.	Krakauer	also	focuses	on	the	materialistic	ideals	Chris	did	not	agree	with,	and	presents	the	argument	whether	Chris	died	doing	what	he	loved,	or	if	his	trip	was	in	vain.	Carine	provides	a	“what	if?”	statement	by	saying	that	if	their	family	dog,	Buck,	had	been	given	to
the	care	of	Chris,	he	would	have	not	gone	on	the	dangerous	journey	as	he	would	never	impose	harm	on	the	dog.	Krakauer	continues	furhter	by	describing	the	collection	of	Chris’s	body	in	Alaska	by	Carine	and	Sam.	This	provides	more	Pathos	and	sympathy	towards	the	situation,	and	allows	reader	to	endulge	into	the	relationship	between	Chris	and	his
sister.	LikeLike


