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The Google Play Store is a handy way to get new apps for your phone, but there are some great features that you might not have noticed if you haven’t explored the service much. Here are some of the best things the Play Store has to offer besides the basics.Get Cutting Edge Apps with Beta
CommunitiesWe’ve briefly touched on the idea of app betas in the Google Play Store before, but they're easily the Play Store’s best hidden feature. Occasionally, an app developer can choose to roll out a beta of their app where they experiment with new features. You won't find them listed on the Play
Store, but you can occasionally find news stories about them from enthusiast sites like Android Police. To opt-in to a beta program, you'll usually need to follow a few steps. We’ll use Instagram as an example:Join a Google Group or Google+ Community: Depending on how the developer sets it up, you'll
need to join either a Google Group or Google+ Community in order to get access to the beta. For example, here’s Instagram’s beta Google Group.Sign up for the beta program: There will be a separate link to sign up for an app’s beta program. This usually won’t be available unless you've signed up for
the group itself. Instagram’s beta link is here.Install the beta application: Once you're enrolled in the beta program, you'll be directed to install the pre-release app. The beta enrollment program should direct you to the app download as soon as you sign up.Not all apps have beta programs, but those that
do offer a handy way of trying out new programs or features before everyone else. You can switch out of the beta at any time, so if you don't like the version you're running, you can always go back to the old one (if a regular version is available).Keep Track of Movies, Books, or Apps You Want with Your
WishlistThe Play Store isn’t just for apps. You can also buy movies, music, books, and apps from the store. Even if you're not keen on buying digital copies, the Store has a handy wishlist feature on every page. If you come across something you're interested in, or want to save it for later, tap the wishlist
icon (which looks a bit more like a bookmark). Later, you can find everything you've saved by swiping open the left-hand navigation panel in the Play Store and selecting “Wishlist.” You can also find it on the web here.Find More Trustworthy Apps with the People SectionGoogle+ got a bad rap when
Google started requiring accounts in order to use critical features like leaving Play Store reviews, but there’s also some benefit to the scheme. In the slide-out navigation panel in the Play Store, you can choose “People” and get app or content recommendations based on what your contacts have used or
+1'd. If you're casually browsing around the Play Store, this can be a better way of finding new apps, since it's solely limited to stuff that someone you know approved of, rather than random junk that gamed the system well.Keep Your Kids Away From Explicit Content with Parental Controlsif you have a
family tablet, or ever allow your kids to use your phone, you might want to make sure they can’t stumble on some of the more explicit content on the Play Store. Open up the Play Store settings and enable parental controls. You can then filter movies, TV, apps and games by their various rating schemes.
You can also filter books and music that are marked “explicit.”"Customize Automatic Updates to Your NeedsYou might already know that the Play Store can automatically update some apps, but the settings for how you do it are highly customizable. In the Store’s Settings, you can choose whether to auto-
update your apps over Wi-Fi, over your phone’s data connection, or not at all. You can also choose to turn off update notifications so that your apps can update silently in the background.Of course, if that’s too much control for you to hand over, you can also choose to exempt certain apps. On the listing
page for every app, you can tap the menu button and de-select “Auto-update.” Even if you have automatic updates enabled, those apps won’t be included unless you approve it. Additionally, even if you do have automatic updates enabled, the Play Store will never update an app that’s requesting new
permissions unless you specifically approve it. Google hopes to bring some holiday cheer by making it easier to directly donate to various organizations through the Play Store. All you have to do is either open the Play Store or go to this website on an Android device. From there, you can donate money to
any of the following non-profits: American Red Cross charity: water Doctors Without Borders USA Girls Who Code International Rescue Committee Room to Read Save the Children UNICEF World Wildlife Fund US 100 percent of contributions go to the organizations you choose to donate to. Keep in
mind that the contributions are separate from buying an app or game from the Play Store — the aforementioned organizations won't see a dime if you buy Minecraft, for example.15 best Android apps available right nowEditor's Pick To make it easier to make a donation, Google will update the Play Store
over the coming days. Those in the U.S., Canada, Mexico, Germany, Great Britain, France, Spain, Italy, Taiwan, and Indonesia will be able to donate money through the Play Store. Let us know in the comments below if you plan to donate during the holidays! NewsGoogle, Google Play Store The easiest
way to distribute an Android app is via the Google Play store. It isn’t the only distribution method, but it is the simplest way to reach millions of potential users. Publishing your first app in the Play Store isn’t hard, with a few tips and pointers you can have your app ready for download in next to no time.
Google has a one time $25 registration fee which you need to pay before you can upload an app. The starting point is the Google Play Developer Console. It is Google’s dedicated dashboard for developers that lets you manage your apps in the Play Store. Google has a one time $25 registration fee
which you need to pay before you can upload an app. Google says it encourages higher quality products, i.e. less SPAM. If you don't like the idea then it helps to look at Apple’s and Microsoft’s policies for their app stores. Apple charges $99 per year. Microsoft charges between $12 and $99 per year,
depending on the account type.You also need to be in a supported country to distribute apps. Countries like the United States, the United Kingdom, Canada and Australia are on Google’s approved list, but countries like New Zealand and Singapore aren’t. Also, some of the recent additions to the
European Union like Romania, Slovakia, and Slovenia don’t make it onto Google’s list. After you have signed up and payed the registration fee, you need to complete your account details, including your Developer Name — the name that is displayed on the Google Play store. Once that is all done you
might need to wait a little as officially it can take up to 48 hours for your Google Play Developer registration to be fully processed. At this point it is probably worth taking a look at the Google Play Apps Policy Center and the Android Developer Help Center to avoid uploading content which is in violation of
the Google Play terms and conditions. Any apps which violate the terms and conditions will be suspended from the store and repeated violations can result in the termination of your developer account. That probably sounds worse than it actually is. If you are creating original and well behaved apps then
you don’t really have to worry.Before uploading your app to the Play Store you need to prepare a few things. One of the questions you need to answer during the publishing process is about the maturity rating of your app. Google has four rating levels: Everyone, Low maturity, Medium maturity and High
maturity. Google has a guide to help you rate your app content for Google Play. Basically if your app includes references to alcohol, tobacco, drugs, gambling, or violence it will need to carry one of the higher maturity ratings. Apps with mild cartoon violence need to carry the Low Maturity rating as a
minimum. The Play Store listing is probably one of the most important elements for promoting your app. You also need to watch the final size of your app. Google only allows apps of 50MB or less to be published as a single APK file. Any apps which exceed that size need to use Android’s APK Expansion
Files API. With it you can build your app so that it downloads up to an additional 4GB from Google’s servers. On most devices, Google Play downloads the extra data at the same time as the app. In some cases, however, the app must download the files from Google Play when it starts. The Play Store
listing is probably one of the most important elements for promoting your app. A poor Play Store listing will result in few downloads and probably negative comments. Your Play Store listing needs to be engaging, informative and friendly. To help attract users, Google lets you supply a variety of promotional
graphics, videos and screenshots that will appear on the apps listing on the Play Store. Since these graphic are a key part of a successful Play Store listing, Google says that “you should consider having a professional produce them for you.” The feature graphic needs to be bold, vivid, fun and enticing.
The first graphics you need are the screenshots. You need to provide at least two phone screenshots. However for best results you should upload 8 screenshots (the most allowed by Google). You should also upload screen shots of your app running on a 7-inch tablet and on a 10-inch tablet. Google’s
instructions say that “for your app to be showcased in the ‘Designed for tablets’ list in the Play Store, you need to upload at least one 7-inch and one 10-inch screenshot.” Along with the screenshots you will need to prepare a Hi-res icon (512 x 512), a Feature graphic (1024 x 500) and a Promo graphic
(180 x 120). The last two are marked as optional, but you really should consider them as mandatory. Without a Feature image your app can’t be featured anywhere within Google Play. Example of a good featured image. Example of a good featured image. The feature graphic needs to be bold, vivid, fun
and enticing. It should use colors which stand out on plain backgrounds and it should promote your brand. It shouldn’t be text heavy and neither should it be overloaded with graphic details. Anything more than the app name and maybe a few descriptive words will be lost on smaller screens. Setting the
price to free is permanent, you can't change it back to paid once it has been published. The final part of the Play Store listing is to set the price of your app and in which countries it should be distributed. If the app is free then you simply mark it as free. However it is worth noting that setting the price to free
is permanent, you can’t change it back to paid once it has been published. For paid apps you need to set the price. You can just set the price in USD and then let Google calculate the prices for each of the local markets, or you can set prices individually for the different currencies. The latter option gives
you the flexibility to adjust the local prices according to market conditions and exchange rates. Once you are happy with your Play Store listing you can upload the APK file and click the Publish button. It takes a few hours for the app to appear. The publication process is automatic and it isn’t too long
before your app becomes available for download. If you are uploading your first Android app then the Android Authority team wants to wish you every success! Source: Android Central OnePlus has placed another of its system apps into the Play Store. This time, it's Messages, the default text messaging
app. While you can't install it on other phones, you'll be able to get faster updates in the future if you're a OnePlus phone owner. OnePlus continues its embrace of the Play Store to push faster updates. It's placed OnePlus Messages, the default messaging app found on OnePlus Phones, on Google's
storefront. Now, users won't have to wait for full-fat OxygenOS updates to get a new feature added, they'll get them as soon as they're ready — and some of them are. The folks over at XDA Developers note a few changes in this release from what currently ships on OnePlus phones. The company is
adding a new text sorting feature that's popular on rival messaging apps such as Microsoft's aptly named SMS Organizer. You can also sort personal messages away from business messages and OTPs, giving you at a glance context of importance and placing your personal messages closer to your
thumb's reach. OnePlus will also let you one-tap copy OTPs from messages just like Google's Messages app does, and there's a new card format for messages with ticketing or bank transaction information. The app isn't yet available for all, but OnePlus will probably roll it out in the next few weeks. In the
same vein, OnePlus is said to be launching the OnePlus 8T pretty soon. Could it roll out the new Messages app at the same time? We'll have to wait and see. We may earn a commission for purchases using our links. Learn more. Google Play, which was originally born and referred to by Google as the
Android Market, is Google's official store and portal for Android apps, games and other content for your Android-powered phone, tablet or Android TV device. Just as Apple has its App Store, Google has the Google Play Store. It's a huge place and it offers a lot of content to its users, but don't worry,
Android Central is here to help! On this page you'll find a list of featured stories that should help answer all your questions about the Play Store and get you well on your way to discovering all the great content — and how to best find it and get it on your Android devices. Scroll down further and you'll find
the latest Google Play-related discussions from our community members, and scroll down further still and you'll find the latest news and content related to the Play Store. The Play Store has Apps, Games, Music, Movies and more! Google Play is the big Googley umbrella that covers the Android app store
(including games), Google Play Music, Google Play Books, Google Play Movies & TV and Google Play Newsstand. You'll find each of these apps installed individually on your phone, tablet or Android TV device (minus Books and Newsstand), along with the stand alone Google Play application where you
can download and purchase apps and media. Not every service is available in every country, so you might be missing one or more of the items. That's something Google is constantly working on, and we hope all the services roll out across the globe soon. Google Play, which was originally born and
referred to by Google as the Android Market, is Google's official store and portal for Android apps, games, books, music and other content for your Android-powered phone or tablet. Just as Apple has its App Store, Google has the Google Play Store. It's a huge place and it offers a lot of content to its
users, but don't worry, though. Android Central is here to help! On this page you'll find a list of featured stories that should help answer all your questions about the Play Store and get you well on your way to discovering all the great content — and how to best find it and get it on your Android device. Scroll
down further and you'll find the latest Google Play-related discussions from our community members, and scroll down further store and you'll find the latest news and content related to the Play Store. Ultimate Guide to Google Play Before we get to the meat, let's talk a few minutes about the Google Play
Store and cover some basic settings. Google Play is the big Googly umbrella that covers the Android app store, Play Music, Play Books, Play Magazines and Play Movies and TV. You'll find each of these apps installed individually on your phone or tablet, along with the stand alone Google Play application
where you can download and purchase apps and media. Not every service is available in every country, so you might be missing one or more of the items. That's something Google is constantly working on, and we hope all the services roll out across the globe soon. Why do | need it? If you plan on
downloading any new apps, games, or other content on your Android device, you'll want to get to know Google Play. Yes, there are other ways to install apps on your device (like the Amazon App Store) but Google play is the official store, and truly the best way to safely get what you want onto your
Android device. There are thousands of games, apps, books, music, TV shows, movies and more at your disposal, so you shouldn’t have to look much further to satisfy your needs. Getting started with Google Play There are a few general settings in the Google Play app you'll want to set before you get
started. Open the Google Play application on your phone or tablet —and you'll need to be logged in with a Google account at this point —and either with the menu button if your phone has one, or the action overflow indicator (three dots in the upper right) look for the line item that says "Settings" and tap it.
You'll be faced with a few things you can set, and most of them are geared towards Android applications. We'll talk about those all in turn, but for now we want to look at the portion labeled "User Controls."” These are global settings for all areas of the store, and you'll want to make sure you have them set
the way you like. Under Content filtering you can select whether or not to show apps that may have adult material. Google doesn't allow porn or hate-speech in the Play Store, but there are quite a few apps with subject matter you might not be comfortable seeing, or not suitable for the kids. Be sure to set
this accordingly. The next item is marked Password, and having it checked means that you'll need to enter your Google account password to make in-app purchases. This can be pretty important, especially if you let youngsters or a smartphone novice play games on your phone and they aren't aware that
these can cost real money. If the box is unchecked, you can make those purchases without having to enter your credentials each time. Once you have those settings to your liking, you're ready to tackle the Play store. All you need to get started in Google Play is your Google Account, and if you want to
buy apps and media you'll need to have a credit card or Google Play Gift Card balance. Once that's set up, you'll be off and discovering millions of great apps and content choices in seconds. Come back to this page for all of the latest news, help and how-to's relating to Google Play.
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