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How	to	rescue	a	hamster

Support	Us	United	Way	#49349	Animal	Browse	Sponsored	Advertisements:	Ladybird	wants	to	pair	lovely	pets	with	lovely	people.	Ladybird	will	do	our	best	to	find	you	the	pet	that’s	just	right	for	you.	When	you	adopt	a	pet	from	Ladybird	you	can	rest	easy	knowing	that	your	pet	has	received	the	following	care:	health	check	by	a	veterinarian	spayed	or
neutered	(rabbits	&	ferrets)	Please	read	this	information	before	filling	out	the	application:	To	adopt	from	Ladybird,	you	must	be	18	years	of	age	or	older,	and	must	have	the	consent	of	every	member	of	the	household.	Because	our	animals	are	housed	in	the	private	homes	of	our	foster	families,	meetings	with	adoptable	animals	are	not	set	up	until	the
adoption	application	has	been	filled	out	and	approved.	When	an	application	is	approved,	a	meeting	will	be	set	up	at	the	foster	home	for	a	date	and	time	that	works	for	both	parties.	Approved	adopters	are	welcome	to	take	the	animal	home	the	same	day	as	the	meeting,	or	take	some	time	to	think	about	it.	There	is	no	obligation	to	adopt	at	the	initial
meeting.	The	adoption	fee	is	to	be	paid	the	day	the	adopter	takes	the	animal	home.	*Because	of	many	varying	factors,	we	cannot	guarantee	the	animal	you	are	applying	for	will	still	be	available.	The	animal	may	have	been	adopted,	or	may	have	applications	submitted	ahead	of	yours.	The	foster	home	may	have	decided	they	would	like	to	adopt	the
animal.	The	animal	may	have	become	ill	after	being	listed	as	available	for	adoption	and	must	be	put	back	on	the	“Available	Soon”	list	until	he	or	she	is	feeling	better.	In	these	cases,	you	are	welcome	to	apply	for	another	available	animal	in	our	care,	or	check	out	one	of	the	other	rescues	and	shelters	in	Southern	Ontario	who	have	animals	available.
There	are	thousands	of	rescued	pets	in	need	of	forever	homes	in	this	area	and	beyond!*	In	the	case	of	multiple	applications	for	the	same	animal,	the	approved	applicant	who	best	suits	the	animal’s	needs	will	be	chosen.	Please	don’t	be	upset	if	you	are	not	picked	to	adopt.	In	some	cases	there	have	been	more	than	fifty	applications	for	one	animal!	Many
applications	are	amazing,	but	there	can	only	be	one	home	for	one	animal.	If	you	have	a	vacation	coming	up	soon,	or	you’re	moving	within	a	few	months,		please	do	not	apply	to	adopt	as	we	cannot	hold	animals	until	you	return	from	your	trip,	or	until	you’re	moved.	It’s	best	to	wait	until	you	are	home	and	settled	before	welcoming	a	newly	adopted	pet
into	your	home.	If	there	is	a	wait	of	a	few	days	to	get	your	home	prepared	for	the	animal,	or	until	you’re	off	work	for	the	weekend	to	spend	more	time	with	the	animal	once	you	get	him	or	her	home,	we	totally	get	that.	But	asking	us	to	hold	an	animal	for	weeks	or	months	is	not	realistic.	If	there	is	a	forever	home	waiting	for	the	animal	right	away,	that
means	another	animal	can	be	rescued	when	the	foster	home	opens	up.	Holding	up	a	foster	spot	while	a	potential	adopter	is	away	or	moving	is	not	fair	to	the	foster	home,	nor	the	animal	waiting	to	be	rescued.	Not	to	mention	we	will	have	to	continue	to	pay	for	the	care	of	the	animal	(food,	litter,	etc)	while	he	or	she	waits.	Please	be	patient	as	it	might
take	some	time	for	Ladybird	volunteers	to	process	your	application.	Adopters	must	agree	to	Ladybird’s	Terms	of	Adoption	(click	here),	provide	suitable	references,	and	agree	to	pay	a	non-refundable	adoption	fee	(see	fees	below).	ADOPTION	FEES:	*	All	adoption	fees	are	non-refundable	and	help	Ladybird	to	supplement	the	costs	of	the	animal’s	care
during	their	time	with	Ladybird.	Charitable	donation	tax	receipts	cannot	be	issued	for	adoption	fees,	but	will	be	issued	for	donations	$20	and	more	above	the	adoption	fee.	Rabbits:	$150.00	Bonded	Pair	of	Rabbits:	$250.00	Ferrets:	$100.00	Bonded	Pair	of	Ferrets:	$150.00	Hedgehogs,	Chinchillas:	$60.00	Guinea	Pigs:	$40.00	Bonded	Pair	of	Guinea
Pigs:	$70.00	Rats,	Hamsters,	Degus,	Gerbils,	Mice:	$25.00	ADOPTION	APPLICATION	ADOPTABLE	SMALL	ANIMALS	For	new	owners,	we’ve	assembled	some	tips	to	get	you	started	with	your	new	pet.	We’ve	included	more	detailed	information	in	later	sections,	but	these	quick	pointers	should	give	you	a	good	start.	Have	everything	ready	before	you
bring	your	hamster	home	Before	you	bring	your	new	friend	into	your	house,	it’s	a	good	idea	to	have	everything	that	they	will	need	for	the	first	few	days	all	ready.	You	will	need:	A	big	enough	cage	for	your	pet	A	wheel	for	exercise	(again,	one	that	is	big	enough	-	fifteen	centimeters	for	a	small	hamster	and	approximately	twenty	for	a	large	is	ideal)	A
food	bowl	A	water	bottle	Bedding	Toys	A	hamster	house	to	provide	your	pet	somewhere	dark	to	sleep	in	the	daytime	Food	Within	the	coming	weeks,	you	may	also	want	to	purchase	gnaws,	different	types	of	bedding	to	try,	bathing	sand,	and	some	medical	equipment.	You	may	want	a	carry	case	for	the	trip	home	with	your	new	pet,	as	many	adoption
centres	and	shops	provide	cardboard	boxes	for	the	journey	home.	Cardboard	is	a	material	that	your	pet	will	be	able	to	gnaw	its	way	out	of	quite	easily,	so	you	may	want	to	invest	in	a	carry	case	that	can	be	reused	for	vet	trips.	Once	you’ve	purchased	all	of	this	equipment,	then	it’s	a	good	idea	to	set	it	up	so	that	your	hamster	isn’t	in	temporary
accommodation	for	any	longer	than	necessary.	Set	up	your	hamster’s	cage,	put	some	hamster	food	in	the	bowl,	fill	the	cage	with	bedding,	and	fill	up	your	pet’s	water	bottle.	If	you	need	any	advice	on	where	to	place	your	hamster’s	cage,	or	what	food	and	bedding	to	use,	then	there	are	sections	of	this	guide	to	help	you.	Prepare	a	travel	case	You	may	be
provided	with	a	cardboard	carry	container	to	bring	your	pet	home	in,	but	if	it’s	a	long	journey	then	you	might	want	to	bring	something	a	little	more	sturdy.	Hamsters	can	chew	through	cardboard	pretty	quickly,	and	you	don’t	want	a	hamster	escaping	on	a	bus	or	in	your	car!	Put	a	bit	of	bedding,	some	food	and	some	water	in	this	travel	case.	Plan	your
route	Car	journeys	can	be	really	stressful	for	pets,	especially	if	they’re	never	been	in	one	before.	It’s	full	of	strange	sights	and	smells,	and	the	noise	of	the	engine	will	be	frightening.	Also,	if	the	weather	is	warm	then	you’ll	want	to	minimise	car	time	to	prevent	your	pet	from	overheating.	It	is	for	these	reasons	it’s	best	to	plan	ahead.	Which	route	will
mean	your	hamster	is	in	the	car	for	the	shortest	amount	of	time?	Put	your	hamster	in	it’s	new	home,	and	then	leave	it	in	peace.	Once	you	bring	your	hamster	into	your	house,	the	best	course	of	action	will	be	to	put	your	hamster	into	it’s	new	home	straight	away,	and	then	to	leave	it	alone	for	a	while.	Try	to	only	pick	up	your	pet	when	absolutely
necessary	for	the	first	week,	and	do	your	best	to	not	let	people	stare	through	the	bars	of	the	cage	-	instead,	you’ll	want	to	make	as	little	noise	as	possible	to	give	your	hamster	some	peace	and	quiet	for	recuperation.	Although	you’ll	be	very	excited	to	make	friends	with	your	new	pet,	your	hamster	will	need	some	time	to	itself	to	recover	from	the	journey
and	to	acclimatise	itself	to	its	new	home.	Your	pet	will	have	a	new	home,	new	food,	new	smells	and	new	people	-	give	them	some	time	to	get	used	to	their	surroundings	before	introducing	yourself.	Apart	from	cleaning	and	feeding,	try	to	limit	the	amount	of	contact	you	have	with	your	pet	for	the	first	week.	After	this,	once	they’ve	settled	in,	you	can
start	to	introduce	yourself.	Keep	a	new	pet’s	diet	the	same	at	first	Hamsters	are	quite	susceptible	to	stomach	upsets,	and	one	of	the	things	you	don’t	want	to	do	to	a	new	pet	is	give	it	a	stomach	upset	to	go	along	with	all	the	stresses	of	moving	to	a	new	home.	Many	experts	recommend	making	changes	to	your	new	pet’s	diet	gradually	rather	than	in	a
short	space	of	time.	When	you	get	your	new	pet,	it’s	a	good	idea	to	take	some	of	the	food	that	it’s	currently	eating	with	you,	so	that	you	can	slowly	phase	out	the	old	food	and	introduce	its	new	diet	over	a	couple	of	weeks.	Published	September	21,	2016	by	PETA.	Last	Updated	January	10,	2019.	A	friend	once	told	me	about	her	childhood	“pet,”	Pumpkin.
When	she	saw	Pumpkin	in	a	pet	store,	she	fell	in	love	and	bought	him.	But	she	soon	realized	that	she	wasn’t	equipped	to	give	the	hamster	what	he	needed	to	thrive.	The	store	had	sold	her	pine	shavings	for	bedding,	never	warning	her	(or	maybe	they	didn’t	know	themselves)	how	bad	they	are	for	small	animals,	and	Pumpkin	developed	a	respiratory
infection	that	made	him	sneeze	constantly.	Although	he	lived	for	almost	two	more	years,	my	friend	always	felt	guilty	about	patronizing	a	store	that	sells	animals	for	profit.Years	passed,	and	eventually,	this	friend	adopted	a	hamster	from	an	animal	shelter.	After	researching	ways	to	take	care	of	the	hamster	properly,	she	gave	the	animal	the	best	life
possible.	My	friend	now	knows	that	hamsters	are	not	“starter	pets,”	and	she	will	never	support	a	pet	store	again.If	you’re	thinking	about	adopting	a	hamster	or	are	already	caring	for	one,	here	are	some	important	things	to	consider:1.	When	You	Buy	a	Hamster,	You’re	Supporting	Cruel	Animal	MillsA	recent	PETA	investigation	of	a	Pennsylvania	animal
dealer	revealed	that	thousands	of	hamsters,	rabbits,	gerbils,	chinchillas,	ferrets,	and	other	small	animals	are	confined	to	severely	crowded	plastic	bins	and	stacked	in	shelving	units,	among	many	other	abuses.When	you	support	pet	stores,	you’re	supporting	places	like	this	horrendous	dealer,	which	supplies	animals	to	hundreds	of	pet	stores	across	the
Eastern	U.S.	To	learn	more,	visit	our	investigation	page.2.	Buying	and	Selling	Animals	Denies	Homes	to	Unwanted	AnimalsBreeding	animals	to	be	kept	as	“pets”	has	created	a	homeless-animal	crisis:	Millions	of	unwanted	animals	are	euthanized	every	year	for	a	lack	of	good	homes.	Never	buy	from	stores,	and	always	adopt	animals	who	are	anxiously
waiting	at	shelters	for	a	new	life.3.	Is	Your	Home	Safe	for	a	Hamster?Hamsters	can	be	viewed	by	other	animals	as	prey	and	may	be	in	danger	of	getting	harmed	or	killed	by	other	companion	animals	in	the	home	if	proper	precautions	aren’t	taken.4.	It	Can	Be	Difficult	to	Find	a	Veterinarian	for	Your	HamsterA	hamster	is	considered	an	“exotic	animal”
and	must	be	seen	by	a	specialized	veterinarian.	Many	people	don’t	know	this,	and	when	their	hamster	becomes	ill,	they	are	not	able	to	find	an	appropriate	veterinarian	in	the	area,	thereby	prolonging	the	hamster’s	suffering.	When	a	guardian	finally	does	find	a	vet	who	sees	“exotic”	animals,	it’s	often	very	costly,	which	may	also	prevent	some	people
from	ensuring	that	their	hamster	receives	proper	care.5.	Know	Your	Hamster’s	SpeciesIn	order	to	provide	your	hamster	with	proper	care,	you	must	be	knowledgeable	about	his	or	her	species—there	are	five	common	ones.	The	most	common	are	golden	or	Syrian	hamsters,	who	are	solitary	by	nature	and	cannot	be	caged	together	after	they’re	10	weeks
old,	or	they	will	fight	and	may	even	kill	each	other.	No	golden	hamster	should	ever	be	caged	with	a	different	hamster	species.The	second	most	common	species	are	dwarf	or	Siberian	hamsters.	They	can	coexist	with	other	kinds	of	hamsters	if	they’re	socialized	at	an	early	age,	although	adult	dwarfs	will	generally	reject	a	new	companion.	Choose	two
animals	of	the	same	gender	so	they	cannot	breed.6.	Hamsters	Are	Easily	FrightenedHamsters	don’t	have	the	best	eyesight,	so	they	depend	more	on	other	senses	to	survive.	If	caught	off	guard,	they	may	bite	as	a	defense	mechanism.7.	Hamsters	Are	up	at	DawnHamsters	are	most	active	at	dawn	and	dusk,	which	can	be	frustrating	for	children	who	want
to	play	with	them	during	the	day.	Also,	their	early	morning	activity	may	disturb	their	guardians’	sleep.8.	Hamsters	Can	Be	Prone	to	Hereditary	DiseasesOverbreeding	has	caused	hamsters	to	be	prone	to	congestive	heart	failure	at	an	early	age	(as	early	as	6	months	old).	Treatment	for	this	painful	condition	can	be	costly,	and	there	is	no	cure.	Hamsters
are	also	prone	to	an	incurable	kidney	disease	called	amyloidosis	and	are	susceptible	to	many	different	types	of	dangerous	bacteria	that	can	lead	to	diarrhea	and	dehydration.	Some	of	these	bacterial	strains	can	also	infect	humans.9.	Hamsters	Are	Great	Escape	ArtistsThese	clever	animals	have	the	ability	to	flatten	their	bodies,	and	they	can	fit	through
very	small	holes	and	crevices.	They	are	easily	lost	and	can	be	difficult	to	find,	often	getting	injured	or	killed	while	on	the	loose.How	can	you	help	hamsters?	Never	buy	an	animal	from	a	store,	and	tell	friends	and	family	to	do	the	same.	If	you	already	have	a	hamster,	our	tips	for	hamster	care	will	help	you	to	be	the	best	guardian	possible.Page	2
Published	July	25,	2013	by	PETA.	Last	Updated	December	29,	2020.	Declawing	is	a	painful	and	permanently	crippling	procedure	that	involves	removing	a	cat’s	digits	down	to	the	first	knuckle.	The	following	are	eight	reasons	why	you	should	never	declaw	your	feline	friend:Ouch!Cats	scratch	to	exercise	and	enjoy	themselves,	maintain	the	condition	of
their	nails,	and	stretch	their	muscles.While	we	hope	that	your	cat	remains	safely	indoors	at	all	times,	if	he	or	she	were	ever	to	get	outside	without	claws,	your	cat	would	be	far	more	vulnerable	to	predators	and	abusers.Many	people	think	that	declawed	cats	are	safer	around	babies,	but	in	fact,	the	lack	of	claws	makes	many	cats	feel	so	insecure	that
they	tend	to	bite	more	often	as	a	means	of	self-protection.Cats	are	in	pain	when	they	awake	from	the	surgery,	and	the	pain	continues	afterward.	Nails	can	grow	back	inside	the	paw,	causing	extreme	pain	that	you	can’t	see.Without	claws,	even	house-trained	cats	might	start	“doing	their	business”	outside	the	litterbox	in	an	attempt	to	mark	their
territory.Our	toes	are	crucial	to	our	balance,	and	it’s	no	different	for	cats!	Because	of	impaired	balance	after	the	procedure,	declawed	cats	have	to	relearn	how	to	walk,	much	as	a	person	would	after	losing	his	or	her	toes.Nearly	two	dozen	countries—including	Australia,	England,	and	Japan—ban	or	severely	restrict	declawing	surgeries.	And	many
veterinarians	in	the	United	States	refuse	to	perform	the	procedure.What	You	Can	Do	InsteadTrim	your	cat’s	nails	regularly.	When	the	cat	is	relaxed	and	unafraid,	gently	press	on	his	or	her	toes	until	the	claws	extend.	Use	a	pair	of	nail	clippers,	and	cut	only	the	tip	of	the	nail,	taking	care	not	to	damage	the	vein,	or	“quick.”	The	nail	hook	is	what	tears
upholstery,	so	removing	it	virtually	eliminates	the	potential	for	damage.Buy	multiple	scratching	posts.	Ideally,	you	should	have	two	or	more	scratching	posts	in	your	home.	Make	sure	that	they’re	sturdy	and	tall	enough	to	allow	your	cat	to	stretch	(3	feet	or	taller).	Soft,	fluffy	carpeted	posts	won’t	fulfill	your	cat’s	clawing	needs,	so	look	for	rougher
posts.Teach	your	cat	where	to	scratch	and	where	not	to	scratch.	Encourage	your	cat	to	use	the	scratching	posts	by	sprinkling	catnip	on	the	posts	once	a	week.	Discourage	your	cat	from	scratching	furniture	by	using	a	loud,	firm	voice	whenever	he	or	she	starts	to	scratch—cats	don’t	like	loud	noises!	Never	use	physical	force.	Instead,	you	might	try
using	a	squirt	gun	full	of	lukewarm	water	directed	at	your	cat’s	back.
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