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Blitz	beta	download

All	platforms:	Mozilla	has	just	pushed	out	Firefox	3.1	Beta	1	to	their	servers,	marking	the	first	major	step	toward	the	official	3.1	release.	They	haven't	yet	officially	announced	the	beta	release,	so	the	What's	New	page	is	a	404	as	of	this	writing.	Luckily	we've	already	covered	a	lot	of	the	features	you	can	expect,	so	hit	the	jump	for	a	closer	look	at	what
Firefox	3.1	Beta	1	brings	to	the	table.	Faster	JavaScriptWe've	shown	you	just	how	fast	Firefox	3.1	is	compared	to	other	browsers,	and	most	of	that	is	due	to	the	new	TraceMonkey	JavaScript	engine.	Despite	the	fact	that	TraceMonkey	comes	built	into	3.1,	you	still	have	to	know	how	to	enable	it	to	take	advantage.	Here's	how	it	works:	Open	about:config
in	your	browser.Paste	javascript.options.jit.content	into	the	filter.Double-click	the	remaining	preference	to	set	the	boolean	to	true.Location	Awareness	Firefox	3.1	will	introduce	geolocation	to	the	mix,	streamlining	the	process	required	to	get	information	from	web	sites	based	on	your	location.	In	the	current	release	of	Firefox,	you	needed	to	install	the
previously	mentioned	Geode	extension	to	get	this	functionality,	but	it	comes	baked	into	3.1.	Improved	Ctrl-Tab	3D	interfaceWe	told	you	months	ago	that	Firefox	3.1	would	have	a	fancy	new	3D	tab-switching	interface,	but	now	it's	here	and	it	looks	great.	What's	Missing	From	what	I	can	tell	so	far,	this	beta	release	does	not	yet	include	Private	Browsing
mode	or	the	smarter	session	restore,	but	it's	an	exciting	start.	If	you	give	it	a	try,	share	your	experience	with	the	new	features	in	the	comments.	Firefox	3.1	Beta	1	[Mozilla]	All	platforms:	Mozilla's	just	made	the	latest	release	of	the	Firefox	3	beta	available	for	download.	Mozilla	says	Beta	5	"includes	more	than	750	changes	from	the	previous	beta,
improving	stability	and	web	compatibility."	Testers	and	those	willing	to	live	on	the	edge	with	Beta	5	will	get	speedier	Javascript	handling	in	webappps	like	Gmail	and	Zoho	Office,	better	Windows/Mac/Linux	integration,	and	an	improved	Places	(bookmarks)	organizer.	After	the	jump,	see	the	list	of	Beta	5	improvements	pulled	from	the	release	notes.
Update:	The	final	release	of	Firefox	3	is	slated	for	June.Integration	with	Windows:	Firefox	now	has	improved	Windows	icons,	and	uses	native	user	interface	widgets	in	the	browser	and	in	web	forms.Integration	with	the	Mac:	the	new	Firefox	theme	makes	toolbars,	icons,	and	other	user	interface	elements	look	like	a	native	OS	X	application.	Firefox	also
uses	OS	X	widgets	and	supports	Growl	for	notifications	of	completed	downloads	and	available	updates.	A	combined	back	and	forward	control	make	it	even	easier	to	move	between	web	pages.Integration	with	Linux:	Firefox's	default	icons,	buttons,	and	menu	styles	now	use	the	native	GTK	theme.Places	Organizer:	view,	organize	and	search	through	all
of	your	bookmarks,	tags,	and	browsing	history	with	multiple	views	and	smart	folders	to	store	your	frequent	searches.	Create	and	restore	full	backups	whenever	you	want.Speed:	improvements	to	our	JavaScript	engine	as	well	as	profile	guided	optimizations	have	resulted	in	continued	improvements	in	performance.	Compared	to	Firefox	2,	web
applications	like	Google	Mail	and	Zoho	Office	run	twice	as	fast	in	Firefox	3	Beta	5,	and	the	popular	SunSpider	test	from	Apple	shows	improvements	over	previous	releases.Firefox	3	Beta	5	is	a	free	download	for	testers	on	all	platforms.	Brave	testers	who	want	to	use	Beta	5	AND	their	incompatible	extensions,	here's	a	workaround	for	getting	your
extensions	to	work	in	Firefox	3.	Click	to	view	Firefox	only:	Update:	This	post	was	originally	written	for	Firefox	3	Beta,	but	it…Read	moreFirefox	web	browser	[Mozilla]	Firefox	3	Beta	5	Release	Notes	Windows/Mac/Linux:	Mozilla	has	just	released	a	new	beta	version	of	their	desktop	email	application	in	the	form	of	Thunderbird	3	Beta	3,	adding	better
Gmail	integration,	smart	folders,	and	more.The	update	promises	several	improvements	beyond	what	we	saw	when	Mozilla	released	Thunderbird	3	Beta	2,	both	for	developers	and	users.	Specifically:Windows/Mac/Linux:	Love	yourself	a	little	Thunderbird?	Mozilla's	desktop	email	client	has	released…Read	moreTabbed	Email	Messages	Double-clicking
or	hitting	enter	on	a	mail	message	will	now	open	that	message	in	a	New	Tab	window.	Middle-clicking	on	messages	or	folders	will	open	them	in	a	Tab	in	the	background.	When	quitting	Thunderbird,	visible	tabs	will	be	saved	and	will	be	restored	when	you	open	Thunderbird	the	next	time.	There	is	also	a	new	Tab	menu	on	the	Tab	toolbar	to	help	you
switch	between	Tabs.New	Message	Summary	View	Selecting	multiple	messages	will	give	you	a	summary	view	of	the	emails	you	have	selected.Column	Headings	The	column	headings	that	are	displayed	and	the	order	in	which	they	are	displayed	can	now	be	set	on	a	per-folder	basis.Smart	Folders	The	folder	pane	offers	a	Smart	Folders	mode	which
combines	special	mailboxes	(e.g.	Inbox)	from	multiple	accounts	together.Improved	Gmail	Integration	Better	recognition	and	integration	of	Gmail's	special	folders	such	as	Sent	and	Trash	including	non-English	versions	of	Gmail.	Thunderbird	also	uses	All	Mail	as	the	Archives	folder.For	more,	check	out	the	release	notes.	Before	you	upgrade,	you	may
also	want	to	take	a	look	at	the	known	issues	to	make	sure	that	a	little	beta	bugginess	doesn't	disrupt	your	email	flow.Thunderbird	is	a	free	download	for	Windows,	Mac	OS	X,	or	Linux.	If	you're	a	Thunderbird	die-hard	and	you've	tried	out	the	Thunderbird	3	betas,	let's	hear	how	it's	been	working	for	you	in	the	comments.Download	Thunderbird	3	Beta	3
[Mozilla	via	gHacks]	Windows/Mac/Linux:	Mozilla	has	released	a	new	preview	version	of	their	desktop	email	application	in	the	form	of	Thunderbird	3	Beta	4,	adding	a	new	email	search,	smart	folders,	and	more.If	you're	a	Thunderbird	user,	you're	probably	familiar	with	what	the	open-source	mail	manager	can	already	do,	so	here's	an	edited	shortlist	of
notable	new	features	and	improvements:New	Search	with	Advanced	Filtering	Tools:	Search	results	now	include	advanced	filtering	tools.	You	have	the	option	to	filter	your	results	by	sender,	tag,	attachments,	people,	folder,	and	mailing	list.	You	can	also	filter	your	email	using	the	timeline	tool.Smart	Folders:	The	folder	pane	offers	a	Smart	Folders	mode
which	combines	special	mailboxes,	like	Inbox,	from	multiple	accounts.	Smart	Folders	is	now	on	by	default.Improved	Gmail	Integration:	Better	recognition	and	integration	of	Gmail's	special	folders	such	as	Sent	and	Trash	including	non-English	versions	of	Gmail.	Thunderbird	also	uses	All	Mail	as	the	Archives	folder.Improved	Gmail	integration	is
definitely	a	welcome	improvement,	as	Thunderbird	is	one	of	the	best	ways	to	access	Gmail	when	the	web	version	is	down.	And	while	we	haven't	had	much	time	to	play	with	smart	search	filtering,	that	also	seems	like	an	area	a	desktop	client	like	Thunderbird	can	succeed	in	leaps	and	bounds	past	webmail	interfaces,	if	you	invest	the	time	to	learn
them.Lots	of	folks	are	having	trouble	accessing	Gmail	today,	and	today's	outage	is	just	one	in	a	long…Read	moreCheck	out	the	release	notes	for	more	details	as	well	as	the	known	issues	for	a	list	of	reported	bugs.	Thunderbird	is	a	free	download	for	Windows,	Mac	OS	X,	or	Linux.Thunderbird	3	Beta	4	[Mozilla	via	gHacks]	Yesterday,	March	13,	proved
to	be	a	pretty	exciting	day.	Why?	Google	launched	the	first	public	beta	for	Android	Q!	The	beta	is	available	now	for	all	Pixel,	Pixel	2,	and	Pixel	3	phones	and	allows	early	adopters	to	start	messing	around	with	Google's	next	big	Android	version	before	anyone	else.	Taking	a	gander	through	the	AC	forums,	it	looks	like	a	lot	of	folks	are	eager	to	do	so.
What	about	you?	Did	you	download	the	Android	Q	beta?	Join	the	conversation	in	the	forums!	Source:	Hayato	Huseman	/	Android	Central	Google	has	dropped	Android	11	Beta	3,	the	final	beta	update.	This	is	yet	another	stabilizing	update,	with	most	changes	being	under	the	hood.	Android	11	is	expected	to	release	next	month,	on	September	8.	Google
has	announced	the	final	Android	11	beta,	due	for	release	today.	There	isn't	much	new	here,	it's	all	under	the	hood	stuff	like	with	last	month's	update.	While	that	one	was	focused	on	bringing	platform	stability,	this	release	finalizes	just	about	everything	else	for	developers.	Google	is	also	releasing	the	official	API	30	SDK,	so	developers	can	now	start
building	app	updates	towards	the	release	of	the	next	big	update,	confident	that	everything	will	work	as	expected	at	launch.	There	is	one	small	change	here,	and	that	is	regarding	how	COVID-19	exposure	notification	apps	work.	Now,	those	apps	will	be	able	to	work	without	using	the	location	access	permission.	Google	says	that	its	because	apps	built	on
the	Exposure	Notification	System	"can't	infer	device	location	through	Bluetooth	scanning",	though	Google	says	other	non-exposure	notification	apps	will	still	be	restricted	from	working	like	this.	Android	11	can	be	expected	to	be	announced	on	September	8.	As	a	reminder,	Android	11	can	currently	be	downloaded	on	Pixel	phones	and	select	other	third-
party	Android	OEM	phones.	The	newly	launched	Pixel	4a	won't	be	eligible	for	beta	updates	yet,	but	Google	will	be	adding	support	for	the	4a	sooner	rather	than	later.	Every	week,	the	Android	Central	Podcast	brings	you	the	latest	tech	news,	analysis	and	hot	takes,	with	familiar	co-hosts	and	special	guests.	Subscribe	in	Pocket	Casts:	Audio	Subscribe	in
Spotify:	Audio	Subscribe	in	iTunes:	Audio	We	may	earn	a	commission	for	purchases	using	our	links.	Learn	more.	Beta	is	the	measure	of	the	risk	or	volatility	of	a	portfolio	or	investment	compared	with	the	market	as	a	whole.	Beta	is	used	in	the	Capital	Asset	Pricing	Model	(CAPM)	to	help	calculate	the	expected	return	of	an	asset.Deeper	definitionBeta
represents	how	a	security	responds	to	market	swings.	A	beta	of	1	is	an	indication	that	the	price	of	the	security	moves	with	the	market.	A	beta	of	less	than	1	means	that	the	security	is	less	volatile	than	the	market.	A	beta	of	more	than	1	means	the	security	is	more	volatile	than	the	market	overall.For	those	who	follow	CAPM,	beta	is	a	significant	measure.
The	price	variability	of	a	stock	is	important	in	the	assessment	of	risk.	Indeed,	when	thinking	about	risk	as	the	possibility	of	a	stock	losing	value,	beta	becomes	a	proxy	for	risk.	Look	at	it	in	terms	of	an	early	technology	stock	with	a	price	that	moves	up	and	down	more	than	the	market	does.	This	would	naturally	lead	you	to	think	that	the	stock	is	riskier
than	a	utility	industry	stock	with	a	low	beta.Beta	offers	a	quantifiable	and	clear	measurement.	There	are	variations	in	beta	based	on	things	such	as	the	market	index	used	and	the	time	period	measured,	but	when	looked	at	in	a	broad	context,	beta	is	basically	straightforward.Example	of	betaAn	exchange-traded	fund,	or	ETF,	with	a	beta	of	0.65	is	35
percent	less	volatile	than	the	market.	Most	utility	stocks	have	a	beta	of	less	than	1.	Most	high-end	stocks	have	a	beta	of	more	than	1,	offering	the	possibility	of	a	higher	rate	of	return	—	but	posing	more	risk.	This	site	may	earn	affiliate	commissions	from	the	links	on	this	page.	Terms	of	use.	Sun	Microsystems	Inc.	announced	a	beta	copy	of	its	StarOffice
6.0	productivity	suite	is	available	for	download	beginning	today.	StarOffice	6.0	will	replace	StarOffice	version	5.2	of	the	productivity	software,	which	Sun	has	allowed	users	to	download	for	free	since	1999.	To	date,	the	software	has	been	downloaded	more	than	6	milion	times,	and	been	part	of	over	25	million	licensed	distributions,	Sun	says.The	new
software	boasts	increased	compatibility	with	Microsoft’s	own	Office	file	formats,	the	dominant	office	productivity	suite	on	the	market	today.	Sun	also	added	support	for	the	XML	file	format,	to	slim	down	file	sizes	and	increase	portability.	The	new	StarOffice	beta	includes	a	redesigned	look	and	feel	and	increased	support	for	Asian	language
characters.The	software	can	be	downloaded	here	and	users	can	send	feedback	to	Sun	via	the	support	newsgroup.	Photo	Courtesy:	Future	Publishing/Getty	Images	If	you	have	a	new	phone,	tablet	or	computer,	you’re	probably	looking	to	download	some	new	apps	to	make	the	most	of	your	new	technology.	Short	for	“application,”	apps	let	you	do
everything	from	listening	to	music	to	syncing	your	phone	to	your	car	to	playing	games.	With	so	many	apps	to	choose	from,	however,	it	can	be	a	bit	daunting	if	you	don’t	know	how	to	download	them.	Fortunately,	downloading	apps	can	be	quick,	simple	and	easy	regardless	of	the	kind	of	technology	you’re	using.	Read	on	to	learn	about	how	and	where	to
download	apps.	When	you	download	a	file	on	the	net,	whether	from	a	store	or	elsewhere,	a	file	hosted	on	an	online	server	is	copied	onto	your	computer.	If	you’ve	ever	been	online,	either	on	a	phone	or	computer,	you’ve	likely	already	downloaded	files	on	many	occasions.	Apps	are	no	different	—	they’re	just	specific	kinds	of	files	you	download	from	the
internet.	Photo	Courtesy:	Scott	Barbour/Getty	Images	Apps	are	typically	set	up	as	executable	(.exe)	files,	although	apps	meant	for	Apple	devices	often	come	as	either	APP	(.app)	or	DMG	(.dmg)	files.	Sometimes	(especially	when	it’s	meant	for	computers),	an	app	is	compressed	into	a	ZIP	file	(.zip	or	.zipx)	to	save	space.	To	do	this,	you	may	need	another
program,	such	as	WinZip	or	7-Zip,	to	open	it,	although	you	may	also	be	able	to	open	it	by	left-	or	right-clicking	if	your	device	came	with	the	ability	to	open	ZIP	files.	In	many	cases,	however,	downloading	an	app	is	as	simple	as	clicking	a	button	on	an	app’s	page.	As	long	as	there’s	enough	space	left	on	your	device,	the	app	will	likely	be	ready	for	use
once	it’s	done	downloading.	Android	is	an	operating	system	used	for	phones,	tablets	and	more.	Odds	are	that	if	your	phone	isn’t	an	iPhone,	it’s	probably	an	Android	device	—	brands	include	Samsung,	Huawei,	LG,	Motorola,	ZTE	and	many	more.	To	download	apps	for	an	Android	device,	you	can	either	visit	the	Android	website	or	use	the	Google	Play
app.	(It’s	often	pre-installed	on	phones	and	tablets,	so	you	may	already	have	it.)	Be	aware	that	you’ll	likely	be	prompted	to	sign	in	with	your	Google	account	or	create	one	if	you	haven’t	already.	Photo	Courtesy:	SOPA	Images/Getty	Images	Open	the	Google	Play	store	on	your	device	and	then	search	for	the	specific	name	of	the	app	or	any	broader
category	that	might	interest	you.	Click	on	the	app	result	to	learn	more	about	it.	If	the	app	is	free,	it	should	begin	to	download;	if	not,	you’ll	be	prompted	to	pay	for	it.	Either	way,	once	the	file	is	downloaded,	you’re	good	to	go.	Microsoft	hosts	apps	on	its	website,	which	you	can	access	via	any	device	with	a	web	browser.	You	can	use	the	site	to	download
apps	for	tablets,	computers,	phones,	Xbox	consoles,	virtual	reality	sets	and	more,	so	it’s	important	to	check	the	system	requirements	on	each	app’s	page	to	ensure	that	the	app	is	compatible	with	your	device.	Photo	Courtesy:	Kim	Kulish/Getty	Images	Select	whichever	free	or	paid	app	you’re	interested	in	to	see	a	brief	description	of	the	app.	If	you
choose	a	paid	app,	you’ll	be	prompted	to	enter	your	credit	card	information	or	a	gift	card	to	complete	your	order.	The	Apple	App	Store	hosts	apps	designed	for	iPhones,	iPads	and	other	Apple	devices.	As	with	Google	Play,	it's	often	pre-installed	on	phones.	Like	other	app	stores,	it	lets	you	filter	apps	by	category,	including	featured	apps,	newest	apps,
popular	apps,	themed	categories	and	more.	Choose	the	app	you	want	and	follow	the	onscreen	directions	to	download	it	to	your	device.	You'll	need	to	log	in	or	create	an	account	complete	the	purchase.	Photo	Courtesy:	Picture	Alliance/Getty	Images
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